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Robert (Icil 


The most remarkable speech of the evening, we 
decide, was that which was delivered by Lord 
Robert C^cil. Jjord Robert is not a frequent speaker, and 
when bespeaks he does ngjl often produce any great effect ; 
indeed, we have often see!f him upon his legs when the House 
was hardly decorously silent the while. But on this 
oacasioh the noble Lord was up to his work, and delivered 
a very clever and tellingiharangue. We are not going to 
describe the» speech. Let those who wish to know what it 
was tuiii t^ the morning pape|p. We will leave the speech 
sjjy somethini^f the man.* Lord Sobert Cecil is second 
m of •the Miirquis of Salisbury, and a descendant of that 
we, crabbed old Sir Robejrt Ceci l, Qu een Elizabethis Lord 
|gh "[Ureasur^ whose abilities andmfwmities of teSiper, 
le nobled!i^ seems to inherit in some^^gree. LM 
Dbert hM been in the HoBse ten years. HeMineheraldel% 
great expectations, which he jias not yet fulfilled. He had 
Lm a. ' 2 ‘ 
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d(^ well at college ; ^ wm known to possess talent ; *ani 
it waJK^ticipated fftat lie woultfj)^ a g:sp^t gain to the Con- 
servati^ party ; but he has not yet justified these anticipa” 
tions. As a rule, he does notimpres jthe House by htjofatory, 
and he has not, so far> attained to a high^osition ii^tfie Com- 
mons. How.thip has happened we think it would not be Aiffi- 
' cult to answer. He is haughty and proud, and of aif intractable 
temper. He cannot submit to p*arty discipline. In ^on, 
he is one of those refractory colts which no circUmstanceS, 
and not even ambition, can tamb run,in htyrness. More*, 
over, he is too Conservative for mgAem times. He u asHigh 
Churchman. In politics he is aJTory. His motto ^ politics 
and religion is, “ No surrender ! ” The natic»«iay have 
outgrown its vestures, but he would not enlarge or alter 
them for the world. He is not the. man to stretch the old* 
formula to meet the new facts. He would rather, by .all the 
force he could command, compress the facts into the old 
formula. In short, he is a man of a past age^aS no 
sympathy with the life, and stir, and growth of tW- present, 
and no belief in the future. And we susfecj^ morfcver, thji^t ,* 
his habits are those of a recluse^^and that he loves^he calip 
retirement of the study be*tter th^ the bustle, and activity, 
and anxiety of the House.- We should decide that this, 
is BO from his appearance. He is only thirty-three yima * 
old, but he looks at least ten yea|8 older ; and his pale fade 
and somewhat stooping figure seem to show poring ovdr 
books is more congenial to ]^is taste than the sports of th(e 
field or the intellectual coml^ts which Ig^ to Farliaaent 
fame. ' • 


^ “Whatfagain, my ^ord! — frace in ^ 

’ ’ ,Why, you must be inspired 1 ” cteh were dnl 1 

reflections on the night when va next saw .Hold Bob^I! ; 
Cecil upon his legs, But if^the noble Hord's appi^ai^ee H i 
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fiodh again ■was remarkal^lec, his speech "w^s more so. I^^was 
on the Army Estii|fates,^^llen the House was in Co^j^^ttee, 
ChatK Bohert Cecil spoke. He had been secl^ously 
porin|[ ^ver a Frenchi Bluebook, making comparison 
ligt|?eeif •the cost fit the management of the ^Imperial 
army and our own, apd this speech was the result. 

neveif did Lord Eobert show to such advantage. His 
fact% wgre marshalled with as much order as a regiment 
of guards'With the gallant old Lord Hotham at their head ; 

' an^^hen, tb Jreep »to oijr military figure, his charges were 
deliVSre(| against the WaikOffice "v^ith as much precision and 
damagin|i effect as these guards are wont to deliver their 
charges agffinst a foe. In our last we said that Lord Eobert 
often spoke to an inattentive audience ; but it was not so on 
* this occasion. The House was too attentive even to cheer. 
It feared to applaud lest it should lose some of, the noble 
Lord’s facts, or break the continuity of his argument. It is 
true th'f^ much of this close attention was attributable to the 
fact thamhe noble Lord had penetrated and worked a new 
quarry. ?rhere*has always been a suspicion that they do 
these tj^ngs better in Frt&ice. , This suspicion, however, 
arose only from the well-^nown fact that, on the whole, the 
French do not expend so much about their army as we do. 
' Nobody, that we remember before, had worked this mine, 
analysed these figures, ani brought them in detail into corn- 
parish witll ciu: own. Still others might have done all this, 
and yet#haire been unable to uai^ new ro^terials ; for, as there 
i who can xmke bricks, t)ut cannot build a house, so 
lere &re many members of Parliament who can collect 
[materials and cannot use them wit^ effect. Lord€lobert, 
showed in Ijjiis speech that he^ possesses# afl the 
iilighoe skill of a practised investigator and, whaf h 
the ar^ of clearing out Ms facts with 
mA effect, •Forward, then, my Lord I 
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delights and live laborious days;” mitigate scone* 
what%jur asperity ; lift your 8€|S up»|bove the mediaeval 
bog which has enveloped you ; in short, be a iniH oi the 
present and not of the past age ; ^d then, in spl^ df fate 
and oracle, you must take position — an^ a high oao — ^iii^the 
neJct Oonservatiffe Government. 


. . ^ 

Sir George Cornewall Lewjp is dead I Sucb.was 

April 18, 1863. news that met us when we fingered the 

lobby on Tuesday evening. Sir Gfecjrge I*ewis ? Impos- 
sible ! But as we proceeded everji one that we meterepeated 
the same mournful refrain. And at length all doul (7 was dis- 
pelled. Indeed, when we came to look around "Ih the lobby, 
it was easy to see that something uncommon and serious 
had occurred; members stood in clusters, eagerly talking,’ 
and yet •vrith such a sorrowful shadow over their faces that 
if you had not heard the intelligence you would feiave divined 
that something sad had occurred. Of course the fir^ feeling 
was that the House should adjourn. Some, indeefi, refused 
to go in to make a House ; but all agreeS t|iat thy sitting, if * 
the House was made, shoirid pr&mptly close. At fi^t it was 
thought that Lord Palmerston '^ould move the adjourn- 
ment ; but against this arrangement there were objections. 
Minister's of the Crown are obliged to be careful how t1«5y* 
establish precedents ; so, after pome little time spent in 
conference, it was determined that a membej of> the Opposi- 
tion should move ^e adjoitmment, and that ^r.^Walpole 
should be the man.* And the choice ."^as appropriate 
happy, for Mr. Walpole and Sir George were'schooftellows ;» 
and, though political^^o^onents, have always been friendj. 
Mr.'^i^alpole, th^, when the time c§,me, ro^ Mr^Charl^ 
Buxton, whft had a motion on the paper, rofeSoit the same 
time ; but lend calls were uttered for Mr. Walpole, and Mr. 
Buxton promptly gave way# Mr. Walpole’s speech was veqr 

o (? ' ■ 
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short and almost inaudil^s. ^ Lord Palm^ston secon^^ the 
motion, and his spt'Sch wj,l still shorter. Indeed, irWas no 
time fc* roeechmaking. When his Lordship sat down and 
the qtjpiAion had been fut Mr. Disraeli arose and uttered 
a«^fw "^rds of paisegyric, not very well conceived, as we 
thought, and certainly th*y fell flat upon the 'House, ifho 
qpiestion was then put ajid carried, and the members dis- 


persed. 0 Sir George has, like many other statesmen who 
havd gone before him, killed himself by overwork. The 
doctors say it waj inaction of the liver ; but the primary 
cause \^s overwork. This event has shocked and sur- 
prised t» country. But,* though shocked, we are not 
surprised. *^Ve have for two Sessions past seen that Sir 
George had laid upon himself a burden too heavy for his 
strength. 


* The Budget night has always been considered 
. AprU25,1863. . ? x • ^ n x v 

' an important occasion, and well it may be so ; 

for then^ is that Jhe treasurer of the empire presents to the 

people the resuR of his stock-taking — shows us what we have 

spent, 'fhat we have in l^nd, what he will want to carry on 

the concern during the next year, and how he proposes to 

, ge{ the money. But, important as all this may be, we 

remember Budgets which were by no means attractive to, 

strangers. Sir Charles Wood, when he was Chancellor of 

the STxchequei^did not draw full hotises, and poor Sir George 

Lewis VaS not specially attActive. alndeed, we do not 

tScoUe^t that any'bf our Chancellors ever crammed the 

^ House as Mr» Gladstone does. We do not believe that Peel 

jaimHftlf drew suoli crowds, except n^ben it was known that 

4ie wa# abouJ^Co propose the repeal of the com laws ; and 

' GladstonfiTseems to get more attractive thanrei^er. Certainly 

on no' former occasion has*there been such a crowd of appli- 

^ahts w we,^ad down oa Thnrtday night. Before the doors 
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of t^palace werei^ opened the|e yere people waiting ’foif ’ 
admiswip. As early as seven o’clock in tke morning' s^v^ 
gentlemen with orders were in St. Stephen’s ; and 
hours before the time there were three times as many^eople 
in waiting as the gallery will hold. •All this i»*curi^Tj^ 
enough. If there were — as was ttie case a hundred years 
ago— no reporters in the gallery; if, these strangers could hc^ 
see the speech in the papers verbatim, jvord for w^rd«and 
figure for figure, as it is delivered, this anxiety *would be 
intelligible enough ; but that men sJaouId»wast« tf whole day 
in waiting to hear what all may read a few hours afterwards 
is, to say the least of it, somethihg curious, Butwt is not 
uncommon, though ; for, whilst thousands rusff to hear a 
popular preacher, how few would think of reading his 
sermon? Men like to see the performer, to hear the rin g of 
his voice, io feel the power of his elo^quence, to watch its 
, effect upon the audience ; and then, .again, thefe is some- 
thing in being able to say that they have seen and h^d the 
eminent man. / 

The lobby, too, was crowded, as well as ths gallenes ; but 
we rather think, from whfit we* heard and observ^, that 
most of the people here were specia&y interested in the reve- 
lations about to be made. There were tea merchants, or 
their agents, in considerable numbers. It had been rumourdd 
that Gladstone would reduC)^ the cduty upon tea, and these 
gentlemen, or their employers, had speculated'^o a large 
amount for the rise^which fcievitably follows immediately 
upon the reduction of a tax? We havc-heard of Onl mef-i 
chant who purchased 7,000 chests, and cleared ^y theohan^ 
some £20,000. We mgijt. be sure that he jivas represented^ 
here. His representative would hardly care, IboweVernto get^ 
into the gallew. He would prefer to wait af fife doOr of 
the house J;o natch the intelligence from some mefioibes || 
soon as possible after it dropped from the lips of the'iOhf^ 
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.and then rush off, as fast as a hansom cab could ^Clny 

, • i i 5 * , • • n € , . .iT _1. _ 


him ^ inform hi^^employer. Sugar merchants also 
preseh^; jfor up to the last it was doubtfi3 whether Glad- 
stond*^w®uld favour tea# or sugar, or divide •the reduction 
ljpi|veei!ithe two. i^There is to be a reduction of fivepence 


on tea,” said a messenge|| of the House as heuame intolihe 
Ipbby. “ ?bid what on sugar? ” asked an anxious inquirer. 


“Noth^g this yeaj,” was the reply. “What, nothing on 
sugar ? a^ you sure ? ” ” Quite.” ” By Jove ! you don’t 


say so. "What’s to be dpne now, Tom ? ” turning round to 
his dbmpanion. What the ans\^er was did not reach the 


ears of \ur informant ; bitt it was evident from the cloud 
that came^er the faces of these gentlemen that they had 
gone in largely for a rise upon sugar. The “ wittlers,” too, 
were represented here. They have been so often hit of late 
by this meddling Chancellor of the Exchequer, thgt, through 
their agents, they are now always on the watch. Nor did 
they watch in vain ; for Gladstone has planted another blow 
in the wndchest of these much-persecuted gentlemen. Two 
years ag^ he igded that wine merchants should be allowed 
to sell^ingle bottles of whie and spirits ; and now he pro- 
poses that porter and be^r merchants shall be permitted to 
sell single bottles of porter and beer. “ I’ll tell you what it 
fe,” said an irate “wittier”; “this Chancellor of the ’Chequer 
of yours, it’s my belief, l#as got a spite against us publicans, 
andtnean^otfuin us. He will take away all our quiet trade 
and leave #iothing but the trcJfeblesom^behind ; ” and then 
5» there ^ame out ar^mphatic flenunciation, which, however, 
ur© need no^ repeat. This is the temper in which the 
VTittlers ” rec^ve the Budget. “ i^ow his reduclitn of the 
^income tax,” laid anqther; “why, I get more outpf single 
: bottles oMdCr than I pay for income taX.”, ^ut, somehow, 
l.!|he phblio don’t sympathise with these angry indiyiduals, 
r It whjr it should ^ve a shilling for a re^tuted 
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bad beer when it might, bjii for legal restrictidiis, 
get tui^fter article for sixpence or eightp6«ice of the merchant 
round the corner. But we will leave the lobby and f^er the 

house, • % • , 

- It is half-past four o’clock. See ho^ full the House^i^; 
"every seal below.is occupied, and even the side galleries are 
filled with members. Palmerston, you will not?, is in big 
place ; and Sir Charles Wood, and Cajdwell, and^Mihier 
Gibson— and, in short, all the Government. Efen Brand 
has squeezed himself on to the a!re|sury.Bencli. • He is, as 
you know, the whip, andj when % division is exp^tett, his 
place is at the door ; but there will be no division^o-night, 
whatever the Budget may be. Do you see Cl?bden? He 
sits just below the gangway. If you did not know him 
before you may easily discover him now. Yes, the gentle- 
man with the pale, thoughtful face and^very long hairt He 
has let his hair grow of late until it hangs almoet on to his 
shoulders. Bright is not here ; an interesting domestic 
event in prospect keeps him at home. ^The grew, burly, 
bearded man below Cobden is Mr. White, ^ Brighton. I 
take it he means to speak, from the bundle of paper|jby his 
side. Humour says that he has bSen going deeply into the 
state of the revenue, and foretells a surplus 'of £3,500,000. 
We shall soon see whether he is right. Cast your eye no^ 
on the other side. Disraeli, of coi«:se, you know. He does 
not look very pleased, you say. Well, he looks aS he aW?ays 
looks. You may sa’^ yoursel# the trouble of watshiag that 
imperturbable face, for you ■will gather n^hing thenc^. Nft* 
emotion, hardly any movement, is ever disc^nible there. 
The dapper little man^with the Eoman lyjse is Sir J.olmi 
Pakingtqn. Sir John has been e^ceedi^y quiei this^ 
Session; but M,have all tb§ Opppsition leaderf,*fpr that 
matter. Derby, Disraeli, PakingiPOn, and Northcote havig 
been, as a role, as iwjte as 4shps, Tbere ^qst Jja 
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ceMon for this silence, ii w^conld but n^ake it out. ThAt is 
Npi^Jicote, the withjthe sandy hair and beard, /next to 
Dizzyi! Yduseehe has already prepared a sheet of paper, 
and s|t a pen and ink tear him ; and as sooA as Gladstone 
he#is '»ir Stafford* will ply his pen as diligentty as yo% 
reporters in the gallery. JDizzy takes no notes.* Why should 
he, when £is dragoman by his side will do it so well? • See, 
the-’megsenger has brought in Gladstone’s boxes from behind 
the*chair,*and soon we shall see the great performer himself ; 
and here ffe «ome^, evidently none the worse for his fling the 
other dty, except that th® black patch upon the bridge of his 
nose soi^what spoils his fitce. As he rises to commence his 
task mark^^ow silent the House has become, and how 
through all the doors the absent members are gliding in, 
but so quietly, that you might fancy they are shod with 

velvet. • • 

It was flVe o’clock when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
began }bit was about eight when he sat down. For two 
hours ^d a hal| he held the House in rapt attention. 
Scarcely a maromoved during the whole of that time. But 
at hal|-past seven he had mad§ his revelations, and then 
some members, impatient for dinner, began to move off. 
Tj[ie great bulk, however, stopped till the close of his perora- 
tion, losing the post-time, and hazarding cold dinners rather 
than miss a word of this; 9 urpassingly eloquent and consum- 
mately able s^ech. Some have said that this was not so 
great speech as that whidli Mr. Gladstone delivered in 
i’1861.^ It would p*zle, howeW, the critics, to say wherein 
it fell short* There was the same admirable art in the 
I arrangement of» the speech ; the stvne eloquent, (Sear, and 
^exprefsive lal^uage^ and the same gleeful, easy, and 
effectiye fanner. To our mind these Bwdbet speeches of 
Mx. Gladstone are marvellous studies. We Mo mot believe 
kbfl* ybil would find anjrtbing 8ke tbemij! you were to sewob 
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H^sard through. ^ There are great, eloquent, and ^eotive 
speeches there ; but you will fipd thSt, alihost without 
exception, the Budget speeches are very dry and unilt^rest- 
ing perfonnahces, except for the tecta which theyogn^, , 
they were dull and unattractive aif<the time ’t^lSen TOeflr 
were delivered. * Gladstone is the only man that can, qr 
ever could, conduct his hearers Q,ver these arid deserts df 
finance and keep them cheerful and lively, and unflaggifigly 
interested the while. He alone, by the magic powers of his 
eloquence, can make this thorny wildenpess gla'^ ani| this 
arid desert bloom. We liave he&rd Peel and "WSoi, and , 
Bussell and Disraeli, and Lewis tn our time, Budget 

speeches were ingenious and able performances, but they , 
were awfully dry. Sir Charles Wood jerked along, like a- . 
carrier’s cart without springs upon a heavy road. Lord 
John ahnest sept the House to sleeR Disraeli’s notable 
speech was very clever, but he was quite out of tiis element 
in these financial regions, and wearied us out of all patience 
at last. Of Sir George Lewis, good man, -v^e will sajj nothing 
just now. But Gladstone never wearies yeu. Travelling 
with him is not like travfJling’ in a jerking cart, ^or by 
a stage-coach, nor even by the swift express train, but 
•rather. Uke voyaging on the air in a balloon, or as Gapjr- 
mede rode away to the court of Jove on the neck of the 

eagle. ■ * m „ " • ■ 

We must not, however, fail to put on record one ^mark- 
able fact, the like of^hich hfe never occurred ifi oqjf time ,, 
before, nor in all time, as far* as we kilf^. a;)ie Hqp^e or 
Commons is unanimous in its praise of the ^udget ; nq^iody 
has a w(ftd to say against it in its main featu^. It is agr^S ; 
thattheneis a Surplus; it is agreed that tht 
the Bxohequeifteas distributed the svu^lus well. ^ - 

. one or two jninor propositions whJch me open to Oritii^^J 
: and wbiob wiU be;^ti«i^i* 
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i^egaer is like the elep|;^an^he can teat down an oak and. 
j||ck jip a pin ; and* some say he is quite as fond of picking 
up. pin# as he is of tearing down oaks. Well, he has picked 
up ^me trifles here, ayd will probably have to drop them 
%gain ; hut this he fjfill do if required, we may be sure, with- 
out demur, as they will, ^whether held or dropped, have no 
fffect upo!i his great scheme, and on that the House is 
^unawi^ous. It is wonderful that it should be so ; but so at 
present if is, and we have thought it right to record the 
remarkablS eyent. , Mr. Jaladstone has silenced Disraeli — ^has 
extofted praise from Sia Stafford Northcote — ^Willoughby 
can do jjpthing more thaia doubt ; and all the rest' of the 
Oppositionf^ they do not join in the chorus of praise, are 

compelled at any rate to hold their peace. 

. 

*23 1868 forget the effect ugpn certain 

’ • ’ members of the House, and they not few in 

number, of the announcement that the Marquis of Harting- 
ton was to be the Under-Secretary for War, and take the 
management oj t?ie business of the War Department in the 
Hous^ “ It is an insult to the House,” said one. “ The 
cheekiest thing I ever^eard of,” said another; “but it is 
like old Pam.” “It is very bad, I must confess,” said a, 
Cautious old gentleman, who has lived long enough to speak, 
with reserve. “ Howevy, let us trust there may be more in 
him* than Ve«know.” “Ah! there’s nothing in him. I’ll 
venture ta say; and if he bid not b^n a Duke’s son he 
t^oul^have stood more ch 8 nce of being Under-Secretary 
*- for War th^ I should,” exclaimed a young sprig, as he 
« ilol^ed against the door of the House. And peikaps this 
^^a^strong^t coi\,demnation of the appointmeni^that had 
: ; for only think of young “^(^dy ” as Urid^r- 

&'^ec^ai^ for War, or, indeed, in any other office, except' it 

io.wluQli a man 



THB INNEB LIFB OF XHB HOOSB OF COUMONS. 


Ij 


^ — 

has nothing to do but to tahe his sa^j and hold his tongno I 

The appointment, however, .was certainly very strai^ one 
to outsiders, by which we mean tliose who have nevfc been 
within the charmed circle of the “ ^pper Ten,” and ha^e no 
means of knowing more of the scions ^jf the greaii^doiis^ 
than one *can* gather from their looks; for the Majrquis of 
Hartington, as he lounges into the House with h& bands i^ 
his pockets, in that easy nonchalant mailer of his, doe^not 
strike the beholder as having any special capacity fbr go\fem- 
ing. On the contrary, you would iiike him tcv.bs, from his 
appearance, about as comDoaonplaoe a person as yoiu ^ould 
find in a day’s march. • ^ 

But we remember that a very experie!fted, sharp- 
sighted official said to us, very emphatically, whCn We 
were talking about this appointment, “You are all mis- 
taken; there is some good, solid stuff in this young 
fellow; and in my opinion this will turn out to ,be a 
very capital appointment.” Another member of Parlia- 
ment — one who, if not within, stands upon the vei^ verge 
of the sacred inclosure of higher life — gave a^imilar opinion. 
“ Wait awhile,” said he, “ and you will find that Hai;tington 
will turn out better than you ima^ne.” And now now do 
matters stand ? Are there any signs of these last prophecies 
being fulfilled? Well, the time is young yet; but, nevei< 
theless,Lord Hartington has several|times appeared before the 
House, and, it is but fair to say, has gained «grdatly iif the 
opinion of the members. Hte will never .be a^ eloquent 
speaker. He has neither the* affluence^ language ^orth(< 
'manner of an orator. But hitherto he has dpne his work 
well. He has shown Jihat, notwithstandi^ all that ^n- 
chalance^of manner which would lead, you ^ suppose that^ 
he was indolen^.i|i mind and body, he can master %is subject 
--^which means that he can work ; «nd also that what he ha§ 
mastered l^seU be can explain to other? dearly, apd con* 
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<§s6ly. And here we lea^e Lordship, with the expression 
of a^^well-grounde#hope that, if he do*not achieve a high 
position as a debater, he Vill gain the character of an able^ 

^ eoUdt End useful adminisi^ator. 
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^BTJT OP MR. SHAW LEPEVRE—LORD ROBBlfe OSeit’S 
ATTACK ON MR. LOWE AS ‘vKB-PHESIDMf OP TH^ 
COMMITTEE OP COUNCIL ON EDUCATION (LORI^RflBBBT 
CARRIED, BY 101 AGAINST 93, A “ SNAP VOT| OP CEN- 
SURE AGAINST'MR. LOWE, WHO AT ONCE ^SIGNED HIS 
OFFICE, BUT AFTERWARDS OBTAINED THE APPOINTMENT 
OP A COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY WHICH ABSOLUTELY 
REHEVED HIM OP THE CHARGE ^D LED TO THE 'RE- 
SCINDING OF THE VOTE IN THE HOUSE OP COMMONS)-^ 
PROPHECY ABOUT LORD HARTINGTON— COBDEN’S SPEECH 
ON CblNA—DBATH OF COBDEN— RIGHT HON. 0 . P. 
VILLIERS. ' . 


» A NEW member hastmade his dibuttin the 

Mar. 12, 186i. 

House, or, as we say, his maiden speech—to 
wit, Mr. Shaw Lefevre, nephew of Lord Eversley, our 
Speaker, and son of Sir John Shaw Lefevre, K.O.B., who 
holds in the House of Lords the ifigh and honourable ^office 
of Clerk in Parliament. Shaw Lefevre. came jntothe 
House, just befor«^ asseml^ed, as member for heading, jpi 
place of Mr. Serjeant Pigott, when thS learned geifkleman 
left thejPouse to take his seat upon the Bench. Mr. tiefe;^ 
by profession is a baAister, and on FridaS^e'iiiaAg^ 
his career in Parliftmeht-by the deUvei^ of, a gepr ^ 

looked about pebar tosee if hisJ^hejfipr r 

but we sdw neither. '.If, * 
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yklth ladies in the galley nearly related to the honourable 
gentleman, who, Iq^wing thUt he was thts night to make an 
attem^J to win his spurs, had come down to the House with 
no little anxiety to watcl^his bearing and to hail his confi> 
dent]jffe;^ected,triun^h. Well, ladies, if this were so, you 
may buckle on his spurs, for judges more unpartiaTthan you 
were likply«to be have decided that he has fairly won them. 
Mr. Lefevre ^iiipoke upon’ the question of the Confederate 
fesstfs,%nid, no doubt, he spoke from a brief, the facts of 
which were, probably gpt •from that famous international 
lawyeik ]^. Everett, of t^e United States, who came over 
some months ago to act as ^dviser to the Embassy, and sat 
under the*gah-^. But what if this were so ? All speakers 
must be beholden for their facts to somebody, unless, indeed, 
they (as Lord Bussell said of Lord Derby, and as Sheridan 
said o£ some one else many years ago) imagine thm ; and 
the question is not so*much how or where speakers get their 
facts, as how they handle them. And we think that all 
who heard Mr. Lefevre must acknowledge that he handled 
his factt well. l!Pt present there is no promise that Mr. 
Lefevre will ever be an orator ; but he has a good voice, a 
prepos^ssing personal aippearance, self-possession, an easy 
flow of language, and the power of arrangement and of keep- 
i^g^his subject, as we say, well in hand — no mean qualifica-, 
tions these in a youthful aspirant ; and if they do not augur 
oratottcal fame^ they certainly foreshadow a possibly useful 
Parliaiq^nt^ career. 

April S 8 , 186 i Bobert Cecil has lately been acting a pro- 
'minent part in the political drama on the Par- 
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at Hatfield House, the old Elizabethan dwelling whiolf we 
see on our right haSid as we travel down4he Great Northern. 
Bailway some eighteen miles ,,fiorth of London^ * This 
palatial residence was originallj^ built ".by Sir Thomas 
Cecil, Elizabeth’s Minister, and there^the ^ecils l]jd^|kke]^t 
state evel since^ A tough old Tory, of a somewhat acrid 
temper, is the Marquis. Acridity of temper seeAs to be tlje^ 
characteristic of this race; for Sir Ifeobert, the founder^ the 
family, was by no means an amiable man ; and th® la^t repre- 
sentatives of the family whom We ^now, the^Marquis, and 
his son, the member for Gtamfor^, have* certainly jnherited 
his failings if they have not succeeded to his talents. Lord 
Eobert Gascoigne-Cecil (he took the name ofTlhscoigne from 
his mother, who was the daughter of Bamber Gascoigne, 
Esq.) was bom in 1830; he is, therefore, thirty-four years” 
old. He has been in Parliament twelve years, having been 
elected for Stamford in 1852. Lord Eobert looljs older than 
thirty-four. His bearded face is not youthful ; his head at 
the top is partially bald; his hair is getting somewhat thin^ 
and straggling; he might well pass for ‘forty-four. When 
Lord Eobert came into Parliament the soothsayers of the 
Carlton prophesied that he would %nake a figure tl^re and 
speedily rise to eminence in the State. The prophets, how- 
ever, have been disappointed ; for he has held no office, &»d ‘ 
has not achieved a lofty position in the House. Lord Eobert 
^ has talent, nevertheless. He is said to bq^ highly aacom- 
plished. He speaks well; beds not idle, we should say; and, 
if he does not e?!!u:ely “seem deligl^s and live Isboriosij 
days,” he can and does work. How is it then^’that'fie, with* 
his high connections, talents, accomplishments, and spetlkin^ 
ability, has not risen to a higher position libthe Hotwe than 
tiiat which he p^cupies ? There must be a caufi^ if we coafU ‘ 
but find it ; ^^r the House.of Commons iswn arena' in which 
any man of talent may rise; Imd every man with aidst^cra^'. 
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codnectioBs at his back^ if there be no drawback, is ante to 
rise to eminence iB»the Hot^je, and to plhce, if his party be 
in pOT^r. The answer must be that Lord Eobert Cecil’s 
pride# and uncontrollable temper have kept hiTn down. 
Igie tljUi^o^d rule ^giust first obey ; this is the law in the 
pojfitical world as elsewhere. Most of otjr emifient men 
‘ Ij^gap; life taking suborclinate positions. Lord Palmerston 
was q^ce a Junior Lord of the Admiralty, Gladstone a Junior 
Lord o^ the Treasury ; and in these offices they had to learn 
qbedience,4o be al^jays gcetfent in the House when they were 
wmte^, |bnd never lio speak without permission. We do not 
know that Lord Eobert ever^had a place offered him ; but if 
not, why &ot'/^t must surely have been because the chief 
pf his party knew that he would not run in harness, and 
would, if the experiment were tried, kick over the traces and 
endanger the coach. But, however this may have been.i t 
ie certain th#it Lord Lobert Cecil’s haughtiness and uncon- 
trollable temper alone have kept him from the position and 
influence in the House which everybody thought when he 
entered Parliamenff that he would aspire to and obtain. Lord 
Eobert’s temper is not explosive. A hasty temper is a great 
ffiiult iira public man, anfi a serious hindrance to his success; 
but the House of Commons is tolerant and forgiving, and, 
pifcfpided the explosions be not too frequent, it is never back- 
ward to pardon “ words of heat,” due submission having been 
made>and apologies offered. But Lord Eobert’s acrid temper 
is not expletive ; there are no%ruptions : it is, if we may ro 
a *ort of chroi^ low fe'wr ; and, Tftbugh he seldom 
bj^nds agaiiffit the rules of the House so grossly as to call 
ppofi the. Speaker to^nterfere, he never rises but 4e says 
eo^net^g ahan^ biting, and offensive. Most members, 
tbe;|(i0b" to reply to an opponent, seSlj pnly to'answer 
^-atgtificie|(ts; Ipt Lord Sobert’s 'delight is raider to wound 
bla o^bPAbQt 'thjE& to confute )is reasoning; wd*be is far 
■' 81 '. ^ ‘ 
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more dexterous at poisoning, ^oi^gting, and hurling darbi 

than he is in the hse of syllogisms. iMt wonderful, then, 

that Lord Bobert has not attakied to a Ugh position m 

the House? • • 

The fight between Lord Bobert Qecil and Mjt#^OWg, 

which led to .the retirement of the latter from the Govem- 

ment, must be ever memorable in W Parliamenfarji afinal?- 

It came off on Tuesday in last week. The cause of w^ was 

a charge made against Mr. Lowe and the Bducational 

Department — to wit, that Mr. Lowe, ag Vicg-Bresident of 

the Council, has been in the hsbit of *“ mutilating’'* the 

reports of the Inspectors of Schools. Here we have a 

specimen of the noble Lord’s fine Boman iLny other 

member of the House would have used the word “ abridging ” 

as sufficient to describe the noble Lord’s meaning ; but, as 

we have s aid, the noble Lord always selects the most»biting 

word that’he can find in the dictionary. “ To abridge,” and 

“to mutilate,” both only mean “to shorten”; but “abridge” 

is a soft, harmless word ; whilst “ mutilate ” is severe, harsh, 

and biting, and involves much more than * abridgment,” and 

therefore it was chosen by the noble Lord. *But if the reso- 

. . . ® ^ 

lution moved by Lord Bobert Cecil Was offensive, his Speech, 
both as to the matter and tone of it, and the manner in 
which it was delivered, was still more so. He charged fife 
right honourable vice-president with mercilessly cutting out 
of the reports all that opposed his opinions, jtnd> keeping in 
all that favoured his views ;4'in short, with co(j^dng these 
reports so as t8?*Siake tihenv suit his^purpose ; wBilst inS 
another part of his speech he spoke of the “lerd^fy with 
which the right honourable gentleman wielded his powers.”. 
This is a sample of tlie language of the ^^tisch, and^“ each 
sack is like the^jdhple.” The tone and mannef A^he noblS? 
Lord it is im^ssible to describe. dFhe repots in the mdxn- 
ing papers* give us the matter of his speeones; but neitb^ 
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Stenography nor the most gjaphio description can give any 
idea 9 ! the mannei^i which they were delivered. As we have 
said. Lard Bbbert Cecil, in'these Parliamentary battles, seems 
to hffve one main object, /nd that is, not to prove his points 
. or tolNs^te the ai;i|faments of his opponent, but^to wound 
and to destroy. He fighl^s, not like a high<minded, honour* 
'able soidie^, who in the jnidst of the excitement of battle 
jiev^f^rgets th^ la^s of honourable warfare or the principles 
of bmmanfty, but rushes into the conflict like a wild savage, 
who thinks that th^ splendour of victory is enhanced in pro- 
portidh 4io the sui&ering kiflicted.* And here let us say, to 
the honour of Jjjte British Parliament, that in this respect 
his Lord^ip^s singular. There is not another member in 
the House that we know of who carries on war in this 
fashion. 

. TheSre can be no ^oubt, now that this affair is r^rr thair- 
the Government whips were caught napping. An ugly feel- 
ing — ^the birth of the disappointment and passion of the hour 
^ — got abroad, and held its ground for a time — to wit, that 
Mr. Lowe had ^een betrayed, or, as Mr. Disraeli on a subse- 
quent jight put it, had not been supported as he ought to 
have b?en. But we muSt not thmk this. The battle began 
before dinner^and it was hoped at one time that the division 
, Wbiild come off before the prandial hour. It was, however, 
soon discovered that theje was no chance of this; on the 
contAry, tlfere^ippeared to be at seven o’clock all the signs 
of a long Rebate, and so mosK>f the members who wanted 
lo go |b dinner paired off— S(5me till nmSS^thers till ten 
* o’clock ; but the confusion at the door during pairing time 

i^any of the friej^s of the Government slipped off^ithout 
pjdrs, jadging, f^a appearances, that the^ debate \ 55 pul 4 i,be 
^uh out4f|l*late in the evening, and thai ihey should be 
b|ick in tune for the division. This is always a dangerous 
thing to do, because watchful eyes are alwa^ upon the 

A 
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House, and opponents, if thej se^ a chance of snapping 
a division, v(^ be We to take advwtage of it. An^,this 
was what happened on this occasion. The house %aB btit 
moderately attended; the opponenjj^ of the GoVerhinewhad 
counted heads, and, seeing that they hg^ a majon|l^i[i|isen^ 
they pushed on a division before it was expected and thus 
they gained a victory. It was what is called %|‘‘snt^'< 
division.’* But it maybe asked, “'Why was not son^oone 
put up to talk against time until the whips cdtilJ collect 
their forces? Is not this ofteh done?” To •which We 
answer. Yes, it has been* done many times — ^used^ ifideed", 
to be a tactic in Parliamentary 'warfare very coinmohly prac- 
tised; and why the Government whips did resort to this 
manoeuvre on this occasion we do not know ; perhaps they 
had not a man ready, for it is not everybody that can talk ' 
~ag^asyiime, gabbling for half an hour and saying nothing. 
This ability to talk against time is a rare accoioplishment. 
But, however this may have been, the plan was not adopted; 
the division was hurried on, and the Government was beaten, ^ 
to its great dismay, by 101 to 93 ; and, as*it turned out, Mr. 
Lowe threw up his place, worth to him £ 2 , (too a ye|r; and: 
the Government lost one of its ablesFadministrators. 'What 

great events from little* causes spring ! ’’ Had the division 
come off before dinner, had the whips been a little mbie 
watchful and zealous ; had Mr. Huguessen, who can talk by 
the hour as easily without a topic as with ope, iashed*in at 
the critical moment and prc^nged the debate tjjl tliie fiery 
cross had bew^SSat round* to the pjlubs and mUmben* 
domiciles ; in short, had there been gathered, by hooS or.\hy' 
crook, *nly ten more ^Government men, nr even riine, thc^ 
■Government would have been saved ^fro^lhis defeat, and 
Mr. Lowe WouVf have kept his place in sedtbittf and hft 
honour uumpbached. . Yes, his henour unhnpeached ; for so, 
devoutly do we beUeve in nli-iorities hejfe^^ that if, when*U 
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Stxetobei's honour is gtysstigned, and a majority of only one 
sttoctions tile qnettioner, the said membdr must consider that 
hie ohir^^ris tarnished f but if, on the other hand, two more 
BUffc^yiiis^ra^ in at tjjie last moment and turn the scale, 
•the is acqu^tied, and carries from the field a stainless 

shield, dnrious, this, if we reflect on it. , • 

■ # - 


, „ a In the year 1857, or it might be 1858, two 
• strangers were standing in the lobby of the 

House of Commons. *0150 was the late Mr. Ooppock, the 
notablq, shrewd, clever Whig agfent ; who the other was* is 
no matter. It^as a field-pight, and members were waiting 
about the door of the House, when this short conversation 
occurred between Coppock and the other stranger : “ Who 
on earth, Coppock, is that tall, gawky, ungainly man, with 
his hands in his pockets, leaning against the door?” 
replied Mii 0., “is Lord Cavendish, eldest son of the Earl 
of Burlington, and heir to the dukedom of Devonshire.” 
■ “Well, he seems to be an idle, empty-headed youth by his 
appearance.” ^ ‘^Don’t say empty-headed, my friend, for 
you gan know nothing about the contents of his head. 
Appetrances are, howffver, I will allow, against him ; but I 
know more about him than you do, and I will venture to say 
•lifiat there is good solid stuff in that yoimg man, and that he 
will, before long, get into office ; and, though he may not 
shine briffianyy — I don^ think he will ever do that — ^he will 
justify hjp appointment, an prove a hard-working, pains- 
l'4akii^, efficient adgiinistrater.” “.You^^jprise me,” was 
t'.the reply, "^d the two walked away. In 1863 the noble 
lord,' who, by tjji^ elevation of his father to the didredom of 
Devjpsbire h8(f become Marquis of Hartington, ' became 
vHud^'.pdbifttary for War ; and we then tHonght of Ooppock’s 
^projpliecy. general opinion was certa^ly against the 
‘ Indeed,, there wa4 wh^ the appointment was 
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anbOTinced, a general feeling ^at was too bad of Lord 
Palmerston to foii^t this young noblemAn, so utterly in- 
experienced as he then was, upoE the House of Commons 
as representative of so important department of the State 
as the War Office. And there was a g^od deal of j}i0|lder« 
shrugging* and jvagging of heads, and win]ring*of eyes— 
which, being interpreted, meant, “Another gross^Whig joiW 
If this young man had not been a great Whig Duke’^son, 
do you think Palmerston would have put him into such an 
office as this ? ” And, no doubt, thace w^s a show of reason 
in this dissatisfaction, for What did men know of the jdlrguis 
of Hartington ? Once, and onc^ only, as far a s we remem- 
ber, he had spoken in the House ; but he*^i& not by any 
means shine brilliantly on that occasion. It was when he 
moved a vote of want of confidence in the Derby Oovemment 
in 1859. Except on this occasion, his Lordship had "never 
shown in* the House other than as an easy-g»ing young 
gentleman — a sort of Parliamentary lounger, one of -that 
class who place Parliament upon a level with Tattersall’s, 
and the Opera, and Newmarket, or hardly ^o high, thinking 
it a dreadful bore when they are obliged by the exi^ncies 
of their party to sacrifice d pleasure to come down^o the 
House. It was not surprising, therefore, that his Lordship 
was not rated very highly in the House' of Commons, an# 


that his appointment excited surprise and dissatisfaction. 
But, all these appearances to the contrary nci|witlistanding, 

, Coppock was right and the puKfic were wrong. Tljp Marquis 
of Hartington an effective spe^er, and net^ ca# 
become what is called a power in the House^* He is un-? 
gainly iiymanner ; his tone is drawling ; hq is not ready of. 
speech. But when he got into office he ^ffflehtly bv^kle^. 
to with a will, »;^d must have worked hard afiiP «teadiiy 
and it is further cle,ar that, though he may not be gifte^^ 
with luiUiaht talents, he be a man of considerable 
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ifitelligenee, or he nqji so soon have mastered his 
subject and got Ufanself so ready to mdbt assailants at all 
points we have seen him. In short, as the prophet said, 
ther^is ^ood stuff in the^an. • 

• W^pwi^that the Jtfarquis of Hartington has proved all 
jthat we have said of him j and this, after the ordeal that he 
pAssed through last wee^, nobody will be disposed to deny. 
Jt w^ Jhursday night — the Army Estimates were on — and 
for six hotbrs by the clock his Lordship stood alone against 
all corners. • Usually, when an Under-Secretary has the 
charg® of getting the es^mates of his department through 
the House he ha^the help pf the noble Premier, or, failing 
him, some other Cabinet Minister. But on this occasion 
Lord Hartington stood alone. Lord Palmerston was con- 
fined at home by the gout, and all the other members of the 
Cabinfet flitted away as soon as Mr. Speaker quitted the 
chair, and Jeft the inexperienced Under-Secretary, in this 
his first field, to receive all the attacks of his foes on his 

> own shield and spear. This was too bad ; and if the 
chivalrous Prenjie* could have known in what circumstances 
his pTffiUgi was placed he would have been inclined, we 
suspedl, in defiance of sfll his doctors, to order a hansom and 
rush to t he no ble Lord’s assistance. But the less help the 
iiiore honour. The noble Lord had no help, and all the 
honour was his own; and, truth to say, he really did his 
worS well-*-miit his foes one after another manfully — and, in 
the end, cg^rried some eight v^es safely off the field without 

•ihss, living been engaged siX hours witflll^ interruption, 
and having ’^ed off at least twenty speech^. And be it 

> remembered thaj; this was, as we have said, really his Lord- 
ship’^first regular engagement. He was all alone jn it, ^ahd 

conitdy^ himself manfully and wisely, and came' off 
yicthrious. This was (9a Thursday night IjBt weeh. On 
the following Monday the Holse again got into ^Supply, and 
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again Lord Martingt^n w&B aj^ big wsi. On this oeodtdi^ 
he Ti^as not left saf entirely alone as ne ^i£ts on the l^nher^ 
Sir George Grey was present fpn a time, and 'Mr. 'Tidwell 


and Lord Bury, and rendered e^ent help. The |^t of 
the business, however, fell upon the «.ynder-Sfift^j^, asi 
again he'did hi^ work well; and before eleven o*cioch had 
bagged all the Army votes. * • a. % 


June 9, 1864. remember rightly, {hree 

set debates on China tMis Session.* ^es, reader, 
and possibly we may have three more. For, though*China 
lies at the distance of half the# circumfer^jaij^ of jthe globe' 
from our shores, we have vast interests there. Witness the 


fact that we have lying in Chinese waters some forty-six 
ships of war, besides some other ten vessels belonging to the 
■®nglish (government. The first two debates on Chma did 


not attract much notice, having been rather dullfaffairSi On 


Tuesday last, however, we had really an important, if not a 
lively, ,debate upon China. And the reason was this. A • 
master came upon the scene — a performer who always ' 
attracts a crowd of members, and stamps with imptrtance 
ever3rthing which he touches. Mr. Cobden began his*speech 
about five o’clock, and from the time he rose^ijtil the lg.st 
sentence fell from his lips the House was unusually full* 


every eye was upon the speaker, ^nd the. attention which 
the honourable member secur^ and held wait wmth noliing.: 
The power witt^hich Mr.^Cobden holds the^Hj’hse oL 
Commons is ^^^remarkable.* He is «ot an orator. oHe isf. 
not what sooe critics would call elog^uent ; bis manner is 
^t specially attractivOf nor is his voice pa](j|icularly munca} } ^ 
an^.we havo kno\^ more than one man, B^e:|^ listening 
him for. a tinae,*»urn away disappointed. But wiftnever,'^^ 
is Imoym th^ hp is about. |to s^akf afl thflyw fttidi^rf Wg ' ^ 

members rasli into<thetBous6*|ih0w him. seiaesih^s; 



omdbn'b deaths ' 

M once, and 6m tfold^their attentioh as long as be 

goni^i^ hpgn bh legs. Now, bow it ibis ? Well, to 
aiisw^;ilhisV question folly twonld delaand more space than 
we to spare. Su£5^» it to say that, in •our opinion, 
(i(obd||!ft^^wer lies^jn his knowledge of his subject, his 
abili^ ^l^art that knowledge intelligibly to* his hearers; 
his ^Jeaif, licute, logical,, comprehensive mind; and last, 
j^houg^not' least, in his thorough honesty and sincerity of ' 
purpose. ICobden, to us, dwells in light. He honestly 
wishes all to be brqught* within the circle of his ownradi- 
wce ; %i^d he can and does, whenever he speaks, succeed in 
doing what he sirj^rely intends. 


iprU 8^1868. 


The scene in the House of Commons on Monday 
night, when the public tribute was paid to the 
dead Cobden, was tojis painful rather than gratifying. We 
felt 8>s a ina» feels when he arrives at the house in which a 
dear friend lies dead, and sees at the door professional mutes 
tmd similar griefmongers with their trappings, uphol|teries, 
and other inockeries of woe. For the speakers here, except, 
of coqjsC) Mr. Bright, were professional eulogisers. They 
Were n8t hired by monef , but neither were they inspired by 
l 0 (ve or griel ^It was a “ right thing to do ” this lauding the 
cfead statesman, and therefore they did it. It is questionable 
whether Lord Palmerston was moved even by this fainV 
in|T]i^tion.* IVwas not in his mind at first to say a word, 
dni h!e^ W8|P urged to conse^ to the adjournment of the 
i**and, as he coi^d not d(f this because^^l^Govemment 
some., votes in Supply, he compromi^ by giving, 

. of an adjournment, a speech ; ^d, this bein^settled, 
!^p%waiS dei^tche^to Mr. Disraeli to inform h^ of &e 
Urangeixie^tfthat he too, if he felt inclined* might contribute 
hishi^ of 6]^^ of debased Bt^teaman. This wm. 


of swxow, 
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I but a thing got^. All this 'ye kaeV when we enisled the 
House, and, ^oulng it, the scene C(:^d|;iYe us no pleasure. 
However, it was not wanting in loleumity ; unquemonably, 
the sorrow of the majority of the faembers was prof(^ifd and , 
their homage sincere. * 

Lord Palmerston rose to perforpi his stipulated task at a 
quarter to five, and as he rose i^e House at once husited 
into profound silence and attention. ^ Of his L^ship*^ 
speech little need be said, as all our readers wifi have seen 
and read it. The noble Lord fiid'his work,*on* the whole, 
neatly enough, and this is all that can be said in l^if praise. 
He was not inspired. The light that Ijj^threw upon Mr. 
Cobden’s character and achievements was “ a dry light ” — 
lumen siccum. There was little or no warmth in it. And^ 
what a blunder he made when he described the eloquence of 
Cobden as Demosthenic ! Had we nqji been too mfich dis- 
tressed by our loss we should have laughed at#thia strange, 
inappropriate epithet. But the noble Lord made a worse 
mistake than this when he named the allies of Bichardk 

9 

Cobden and forgot to mention Bright. But^no matter. The 
nation knows, and all the world knows, and histgpy will 
record that, whilst Villiers prepared the way for tlie fight 
for free trade, and Peel, after long and pertyjgcious opposi- ^ 
tion, turned round when resistance had become hopeless ^d 
headed the last grand assault. “ Cobden and Bright ” were 
the foremost soldiers in th^ protracted and StduouS war. 
Men say — ^but no I just now we will not record what mdif 
say, but rathnj^OTaritably ho^e that, firange as this opissibn ' 
was, it was^orely a mistake. , * > 

Mr, Disraeli’s speech* was far the morejmpressive of then 
two. Jffis manner was more Boleiqn,'-hi^ thpughl^f more ^ 
appropriate, hiti*estimate of the great statesma&.^nore just. 
An^ howt^soleinn the House waf whilst Mr. Disraeli WjS^ 
Bpeakingl There silence 0iat might b« felt. , 



27 


BSftaHT’S S7BE0H. 

attentiAl was rapt. Imejj seemed to' be holding his 

breath lest his stnUlglmg emotions should break forth into i 

expresmin and disturb thei speaker. And when the orator 

told ws ihat the deceased^ ttatesman had joined that great 

band of n;^bers wh^« though not present in the body, are 

still here, ^re burst forth from many parts of the House 

deep, sighs %nd low but ^usually expressive murmurs of 

a|fplau^ That was a beautiful figure of Disraeli’s: nothing 

mpire •beautiful was ever presented to the House. It was 

borrowed, as we all know*; but it was none the less beautiful 

because^St. Paul used it before. * 

’ ® . 

_ Of Mr. Bright’s ^eech w§ will not say a word. It is a 
speech to iJb read, and felt, and not to be talked about. Nor 
will we describe his appearance as he delivered it. It would 
be an intrusion into the sanctuary of sorrow — something 
very much like a prof^ation — to do this. When Mr. Bright 
sat down Sir Norton Peto rose. For a moment the members 
listened, thinking that possibly he, too, was going to say 
{^mething about Mr. Cobden ; but when the words “ Board 
of Admiralty ” fell ftpon their ears, up rose the crowd. 

And all th^ pent-up stream of life 
Dashed downward in a cataract/’ 

; it was all over. The drama had been performed ; and 
that crowd, lately so solemn and silent, was now rushing 
dfit, g£fbblin^and»cackling as i^othing had happened. For 
"iPtbw short rginutes the current of business had been stopped; 
ImtnoWilihe dam is broken dowfi, and on rusn^^he mighty, 
'fthpetuous riv%s in its course again, apparenfl^^ heedless 
#f the solenm evcyit which had occurred as the roaiftg sea 
is of thg wrecks '^^ch j,t casts upon the shore. 

■ ' ’ ■ ■ ‘ , ' -|t. 

ar 48SB hav# yoa marked the Bight Hon. 

* ’’Charles Pelham Tilliers, President of the 
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Poor-Law. Board, jmd menjjber ,ol| the Cabinet if; Bfe- la 
wort^ studying, ffoir he- is an excel^ly able i^, and, 
notwithstanding a somewhat tweak yoice an d- .^rather 
slovenly delivery, is also one of»ihe mbk elf^tiye defcaters 
in the House. Mr. Villiers is th^* third sdn^f ^^e l^ 
Honourable George Villiers, aiid brother of ^^e jfeari of 
Clarendon, who, it is said, will b| Prime Minisffer'‘aome day. 
Mr. Villiers is sixty-three years old, or thereab^s. ’ . i^e 
graduated at Cambridge M.A. in 1827,*and washail^<to the 
Bar at Lincoln’s Inn in the saihe year.. From 1832 to 1852 
he was one of the examiners of witnelses in thg 'dourt of 
Chancery; Judge-Advocate fr^m 1852 ^1858; and in 18^9 
was made Presid^ent of the Poor-Law Board— sHary £2,000 
a year. He was also one of those famous commissioners 
appointed to inquire into the operation of the poor laws, on 
whose able reports the new poor law was founded. Mr. 
Villiers came into Parliament, for Wolverhanipton, in 1836. ■ 
In 1847 he was elected for Wolverhampton and South 
Lancashire. South Lancashire did honour to itself and ^ 
Mr. Villiers by electing him. But, alter a good deea' of 
consideration, Mr. Villiers determined nof to deserjj, his old - 
friends, who had twice plkced him* at the head of®the poll, 
and twice (in 1841 and 1847) elected him without a contest. 
And subsequent events have justified his deSiou ; for fiihce 
1847 he has had on no occasion to fight for his, seat. It was 
Mr. Villiers who year after j|rear*proposed^ rSSolutian con- ' 
demnatory of the corn laws, and who, undaunte^ by •ep^lSd '*' 
defeats, pemn^ed till he 'saw his^ principles tritgnph^,„ ' 
and even^^i^e of his most decided oppoi^ftts convened** * 
T?his,,<then, is Mr. Villiers’s history, our read^* wift ' 
gather, from it that the* right honmirafil# 
amateur statesmi^, but has been in ,eyerf^ '^Srible 
ttfced fot iihe duties' whieh ^ jMs jo ^§oj^. Educit^ - 
at C^ioidge, he learned few tn’ha 
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BcquainteOirith poor law, when he acted as 
y®®®* exj^ence in Parlia- 
mraiihili him a coioplete knowledge of the Hohse of 
^Ood^Ij^,- iti^r^^ customs, and ways. On the 

' y*^^®j|^’^OBld decji^ that there is hot an official in the 
Hous&i 'norSji private member, who is more thoroughly 
fuiktfshe^ if^' iiis work tl^n Mr. Villiers ; and he is, more- 
^vei:,4^ry able man. As an administrator he stands in the 
^t ^rana ;*and as a debater, if you will but patiently listen 
'^tb him, yoil will find tha# he has but few equals ; you must 
listen ili^ently, though, for Mr. Villiers is not an attractive 
Speaker. He w not^an orato^ and not even eloquent. TTig 
manner istmgainly, his voice is weak, and, his elocution— to 
use a comprehensive word — ^is loose and slovenly. But his 
matter is always weighty. He understands what he is talk- 
ing about; he can i^^ason closely; and, all his faults of 
manner and glocution notwithstanding, if you will but listen 
attentively, you will learn more of the subject in hand than 
$OTi will from nine-tenths of the talkers in the House. 
^Though, generally ,'Mr. Villiers speaks very quietly, trusting 
;:to his ||cts and reasoning to produce their legitimate effect, 
.he can,*^when roused, hit hard and be very sarcastic in a 
^.quiet way. gave Mr. Henley some severe blows, and 
■ hfirled more than one sarcasm across the House which made 
the good old man wince again. Indeed, as the wounds 
rankisd and ' fegtered, M5:. Henley — ^usually so calm and 
; 3|^d«»-got Jmto a high state of feverish irritability. 



CHAPTEE XX* 

• » 

JOHN STUABT MILL: IS* HE A BAILUE^ IN THE 

MB. THOMAS HUGHES— GLADSTONE’S EBFORM BILL- 
LORD ORANBORNE (LORD ROBERT CECIL)— idfa DIVISION 
—THE BANK CHARTER— “ BLACK FRIDAY.” 


Feb 10 4860 ^TUART MiLi^— political ec(toomist, 

’ ’ logician, and philosopher— is incqpiparahly the 

most eminent of the new members, and, peyhaps, except 
some two or three, the most distinguished man in the Houses 
Mr. Mill came to the House on the firtt day, and dropped 
down, as if by natural gravitation, by the sfte of Mr^Jright. 

It is understood, though,*that his*permanent plac^will be 
that which for many years was occupied by Sir James 
Graham, just behind the honourable member lor BinrSrfg- 
ham. Of course, he cannot claim this seat ; but when a 
distinguished member chooses a*place it^s Always* cour- 
teously ceded to him. Mr. Mill has not att^ted^mUBIf*** 
special atte^jifc. Nor watfit likejjf that he wofl]^. 
most of thffewd of members he was personally unknown 
and evA ffose who had heard of him as a^writer know littlew 
about his works. Country gentlemen .anS %eh 'of l^pineis ' 
do not as a rufeifittdy philosophy,' or logic, or/eteti, p 61 iti?d > 
economy, as^Ve, who have had t^ listen to their speedies, 
have long’ since learned. That is John Stuart Mill ” 
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vr& to a Conservative {rpn^i. “ Oh,” was his reply, “ that’s 
the man who woult gwe women a vote.* Strange notion, 
that." %ds is all he kn^ws of Mr. Mill. " Ah, yes — 
6 levezi»man, I am told,” sjM another; “but very crochetty 
aid eccentric.” Yes, tly)ught we, “ eccentric ” — i.e.^ " out of 
your cdhtre.^But let us not be hard upon tljese gentlemen. 
How shojild*they know anything about him? He has not 
addressed them. Great thinkers like Mr. Mill never have a 
large A^eace. Bui think not, reader, that they do not 
ultimately influence the nsasS. The works of men like Mr. 
Mill ar* like the ■watersheds of th*e world, high up in the 
mountain, down which the waters flow in thousands of 
tortuous • cSurses ti?l they reach the pl^in, and refresh 
millions who know nothing of their source. Who now 
reads Plato? And yet Emerson tells us that the world 
would have been all different if Plato had never •written. 
And how m^ny men are there whose minds have been 
moulded by Carlyle, albeit they never read his. books? 
■^hat Mr. Mill will do in Parliament remains to be seen. 
He will not though, we may be sure, be a silent member. 
Of the^ersonal Appearance of this extraordinary man we 
need sajwiothing, for, thanks to phbtography, his thoughtful 
features, copied •with wonderful faithfulness, look at us 
froinfhundfMs shop-windows. 

• dldr.^ohn StuRrt Mill has spoken in the House 
times, and “ is a failure.” This big giant, 

y^d*were all so much afraid of, is, after £^1.^0 giant at 
dU, ^Ut a mere ;gigmy. This is the decision ; please 

Ijp remember, readqjrs, that it was the pigmies of t^ ^ouse 
>;^t delivered the^erdict, and pigmies — at least intellectual 
pigfhies^-idSBmS fit judges cff a giant. They claiinot with their 
pigm;^ eyes tak^ in his vas^proportions, any mol^ than a fly 
setl;ling on (he cmnioe of a oamec^ can compr^end its 
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magnitude* Speaking in labl^, inaagme a louple -c^ 

bluebottles settling upon a st^g-Jo|irte of ^eMiuinktei; 
Abbey, and &us discoursing : “ iWell, broi^r, wbi^do you 
think of tbisi famous abbey, so ma^hthoughtof b^ ^cutals?**' 
" A decided failure, I should say and straightway the 
verdict wouW h® made known through all Flyd^. . 'SWid so 
we may imagine Squirt saying {o Squilibet, ae^th^y sipped 
their- wine at Lucas’s, or smoked their havaima^ below : 
“ Did you hear this great Mill, about whom there nas*been 
ag much talk ? ” “ Yes.” “ What did you think of him 
“ Well, I sho^d say he* was a failure. 2* could see eiothing 
in him.” “ Nor I. By the way, what has he done that so 
much noise was made about him?” “Oh? wfitten some 
books.” “Ah I these writing fellows never show well in 
the House.” Then Mr. Mill is not a failure? we think 
hear some reader say ; to whom we answer, No ; Mr. John 
Stuart Mill has not failed, nor can he fail. ^To ascertain 
whether man is a failure we must ascertain what he aims 
at. Mr. Mill never thought to startle and dazzle the Houe^ 
by his oratory, as Disraeli did when heP first rose to speak. 
Mr. Mill has no oratorical gifts, and he knSws it. Nor can 
he be called a rhetoricilin. He^s a close reasoser, ^d 
addresses himself directly to our reasoning powers ; and 
though he has great command of language, as alibis heSr^rs* 
know, he never condescends to deck out his arguments in 
rhetorical finely to catch ap^au^e. His object*is to sonvey 
his thoughts directly to the hearer’s mind, and |o do4hiisidi^ 
uses the deafest medium — not '‘ooloi^ed glass, but*kbeH^' 
polished because through that object^ *may be b^ 

seen. Mill did not succeed as an orjitor ; but ijblen h€k 
did hqt attempt oratory. He did not dkcite & fi^bre of 
cheering; but*1ihen he neither^expected 
applause^ Mill, we ^ould* say; cSrbS“^iy litide ^ior 
applause.. Bapturous chebring, su<& wibiob 
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Ho]rsin{|i and Mr. Lo4e, cai^ evoke, would, we ventnre to 
think,,lfe an pffe^Se tfe Mr. Mill. He would, perhaps, ask, 
^th tire old Eoman oratpr, “ What foolish, thing have I 
skid that these people apgjftid ? ” And, indeed, we ourselves 
have, after long experience, come, to think that a^lause in 
the H^se dSk Commons is often uproarious jn proportion to 
tit foolkhJfess of the sentiment which calls it forth. Deep 
|ttenti^ broken only by significant murmurs, is, to our 
mind) fai iflore complimentary to a speaker than fierce and 
uproarious hipplause^ Whaf Mr. Mill intended to do was to 
reason ft^njly with'his opponents, and this he succeeded in 
doing. True, Jhis first speech was scarcely in any way a 
^uccess, fof few could hear it. Mr. Mill was in an entirely 
new position, and what wonder if he was nervous ? More- 
over, not having tested the acoustic properties of the House, 
he couM not tell whaj exertion was necessary to make him- 
self heard ; here we may remark that, so close is Mr. 
Mill’s reasoning and so concise his sentences, that if you 
cannot hear all that he says you might as well hear nothing. 
There are speaker! in the House out of whose speeches 
^^Sfey^rd wor^might be taken, and the speeches would be 
all the hotter for the opef ation ; bht Mr. Mill uses no super- 
^fluous words — every word is necessary to make his meaning 
clikt, andTio this special end is chosen. Mr. Mill’s sub- 
sequent speeches were heard in all parts of the House and 
,^comnftinded*sile] 4 t attenticfti. ^e has not a powerful voice, 
it js highly pitched and very clear; and this class 
^oes much furj^er tifail one of lo^er tone — as. the 
%ar-pieroing *6^e is heard at a greater distS^^llthan the 
^blatant trombone. The giant, then, is not a ^t&e.; no, 
e:^pyni#e eydS of the pigmies. 


ilw.8,1^ 


voii. n. 


“ Tom Brovm ” i^ghes, as mem'feers will call 
him, though he has inore than once rushed to 
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the ^qnt, hardly yet h|.d ^ c\iance of jnst^ 
expectations^of has enthusiastic aitiir^ oVqic tiW .water. 
Clearly, thcugh," he lacks not co^j^age, fo^e fii^/hild a{ tilt, 
at the great railway interest, saji promises Jit ^anytmore^ 
impetuous assaults. Well, this if^ve^ cowageous,. «o 
doubt ; but noripider, Mr. Hughes, whether thJFe be^qnour 
or profit to be got out of thes^ attacks. pf^q}ipur,«but 
little, we should say ; of success, none ; for the naigB of this 
railway interest is Legion. It has, moreover, the wetdth of 
the Indies at its command sindF the keenest ‘of English' 
intellect at its call, as Mr. Hi^hes T^ill speedily^ to his 
discomfiture, discover. Mr. Hughes ndght as well attempt 
to overthrow the great pyramid of Gizeh with his puny 
lance, as to move this compacted, formidable, we had almost 
said omnipotent, railway interest. Like the Leviathan of 
Job, “IJarts it counteth as stubble. It laughs at the shak- 
ing of the spear.” Generous, kindly, impul^ve, sanguine, 
is Mr. Thomas Hughes; but let him not attempt the im- 
possible. By doing this many a member of Farliamei^ 
whom we have known has exhausted hif energy and wasted 
hie time. There are certain evils in this v^orld whi<^are so 
firml y intrenched that we can onfy hope to mitigaite them, 
never to remove them. Moreover, there arejiwo. sides to this 
question, as Mr. Hughes will learn, though in ^is prSsUnt 
Enthusiasm he can see but one. Nevertheless, one cannot 
but admire the single-eyed ^genbrosity, ajid Rivalry, and 
courage of Mr. Hughes. These qualities are v^ refcalh^ . 
in this too worldly House t© 1)^ spoken of lightly. : 

Mar 10 1866 Thursday, the 1st of M£w:oh, Mr. OladsW^j 
‘ * ‘ rose in his place, and annoqnSed, amid'^ sili^Oq 

as’/oi dea^, '‘broken only by the Bppaker’s*^iefi;lh^t*0|a 
i|ond|iyYtKe 12th, he sho^ tbsj^qaye Jq bj^ 


prqm^^d :ahd e3^(|pt||^ 




%'y 
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■_ t£«n, be one the great^days of .the Session, and the 
debate ^ tl^e night o^ that day will be one of the grandest 
J debates. -In’ prospect of this^ already the seats in all the 
t^gslleSies jffe bespoken. *(511 Monday last, as*soon as the 
&ergOs^t at-!Amis appeared in his seat, he was surrounded 
by a ci^pwd^3t members aU anxious to put their names down 
for placid in the Badies’ Qallery. Each member*^has a right 
to put h^^ame dowji for two ladies a week beforehand, and 
the rtde is, first come first served. But as it was impossible 
to tell who had jome first, the. Sergeant, according to 
customr adjourned to the division lobby, and there the 
applicants ^had to kallot for, places; and of course, more 
than half of them were disappointed. The list for the 
Bpealcer’s gallery is also filled up. The book for his gallery 
ia op^ed. also a week beforehand ; but at twelve o’fclock in, 
the Speaker’s secretary’s room, and in an hour, we«,re told, 
all the placet were taken. Admission to the Strangers’ 
Gallery is obtained by a member’s order ; and we suspect 
that a sufficient number of orders has been given to fill 
tl^'s gallery thrpp or four times over. It is not expected 
that tfes* House will divide upon the first reading of the Bill. 
The trial of strength will most likely be on the second 
iTO^^g. ^e shall, however, it is thought, have a great- 
debate, and certainly a grand oration from the Chancellor"- 
of the Exchequer. 

• 


Saving beemdisposed of amidst a buzz of chott^^^imii^much ., 
^estlesshOss amongSt the uneasy members, at length, just- as 
.the^lMU)^ Of thg clock pointed to 4.46, the Ch^cellor*of .t|e l' 
]Bxoh^gu€»r* roa§, tho. •Dej^uty Speaker caU^* put “ Order^ 
^Order I ceased; and a dead silence 

'^Spct cpjase: we can say very littlAabout 


i^l7 1866*^^’ ®^^®*one early on Monday evening, 
, ,* ■ and,>the private and other oreTlteinorv business 
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the speech which the letter of 4he House proceeded If deliver^ 
This much, howdver, we may say :* the ChanceU«»of the 
Eixcheg^uer was as eloquent as, ewr. As a clear, intelligible 
exposition of a great measure the speech was everything that( 
could be desmed. No man could sajtotJiat, after listening tb 
that speech,’ he*did not underst‘ai\d tbe bi^l. gf>^far,then, it 
was an excellent speech ; but as en oration — and Surely we 
had a right to expect a grand oration qp such an^igpasion-r- 
it was, we venture to think, a failure. The language was 
faultless, the clearness .of the sfatem^nt admirable ; but 
there was to our minds a str&nge want of fejgfing and 
heartiness to give life and cojour and^forcooto the speech. 
As we listened a feeling gradually stole over us that either 


the speaker was not hearty in the cause which he wap 
advocating, or was weighed down by an overpowering sense , 
of the responsibility which he was iacurring. "We cannot 
go so far as to say that he seemed as if he ha4 come to bury 
Csesar, and not to praise him; but we certainly could not 


feel that the speaker had confidence that he was introduciEg 
a measure that would broaden the foundation of our Consti- 
tution and give to it new life and vigour. An^s the 
, speaker was cold, so was the audience, of course. *“ If you 
wish me to sympathise with you, you iqjist s^w fs^ng 
yourself,” was the advice given ages ago to an actor. Cold 
speakers make cold hearers ; but, then, cold hearers' make 
cold speakers ; and, perhaps, i^ was th© knbwled^e that 
amongst his hearers, Iherc-^re but very fe^ enthUffla^ic 
reformers, certainly heaAy balf thq members® profit 

were ^ned opponents to reform, that ^^pressed 
Gladstone’s spirit and damped his natural fire. ‘ o 

Mr.* Gladstone spoke exactly two, hours and a b^f. ^He- 
. fim'aViftfi with*tm eloquent peroration, which evSlftd a burst df 
cheering ; «id, whilst the <fceers®were still rolling totmd^he 
House. Mr. Marsh, the. “Liberal’' member for Saliirt)^, 
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rose, ai]|l at the sight of lum w rose also the mass of mem- 
]bers,.ii» a flock df d^jturbed pigeons; aU converging 
to. the*®>orwa^, that narrow passage was for a time blocked 
up ly su^h a crowd of hisstling, jostling, strijggling men, 
that lives and linen seemed to be in imminent j^anger. The 
pent-pjp stream, however, soon forced its way through the 
goige ii^o Utie spacious oifter lobby, and, there dividing itself 
into two currents — one leading to the dining-room and the 
othec t^t^alace Yatd — was quickly dispersed, leaving Mr. 
Marsh scraping his one* string — to wit, the evils of demo- 
cracy ia Australia-^to th^ delectafion of some fifty drowsy 
early diflers. During dinner-time there were five or six 
speakers ; %buf of tfiese we %hall say nothing. We may, 
though," just note that Mr. Harvey, of Thetford, rose bn the 
^Conservative side of the House ; and, to the astonishment of 
everybody, supported the Bill. There is, then, at least one 
deserter from Colonel Taylor’s army ; and no dt>ubt the gallant 
Colonel has marked the fact, taken a note of it, and pondered 
^ver it as a farmer does the first symptoms of rinderpest in 
his herd. You msist ** stamp out ” this plague, if possible, 
Colonel ; or, as^he Yankees say, you are a gone ’coon.” 

BTJ^y was the sti»,nger who got into the gallery on 
Tuesday night, for he heard the best debate that we have 
* blid in tSfe House of Commons for many a year. It was a 
debate worthy of the ancient renown of the House. A full 
desciiption#of it^ howevei^ we cannot give. We are limited 
by ib© impassable boundaries of time and space, and can do 
jaere^than notice shc>|i^^!the"^WBHi^^ speakers. The 
.'^;iEscus&ion was Opened T)y Mr. Lowe. It wSfe krown that he 
would speak ^firsjj, and members, and peers, an<>%trangers 
came down in ^reat force to hear £ set oration from i^bis 
rfimaftabJearibn. ThAgny^ ]EaJes wa^here, so were the 
Duke of Cambridge, 

; Celebrities. Mr. upwards 

HIT EXCMAWGEAW-E hH 
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behind the,Goveroihent. "Wlten thff newParliahiea 
he located l^self 'pp; seat below th(^gaiigway,i'b’atl|ie ’SOon 
flitted away to his old a^d more app^riato My. 

Jjowe’s spee(j)h ^e inust describe«in.a few woJfdj^^it ijjTist 
be desiguate^^whether we agree with his argiuhe^l or note 
— a great Speech, effectively delivered.* “But thjpk h^^Jhat 
we mean effective action ; for of Ibhis Mr. Lowtf.iu?(^B^ttIe 
or none; neither does he avail himself of thosejpowerfnl 
auxiliaries of an orator — the expression t)f the coonEeniaice* 
and the flashing of the eye. Mr. Iiowe’s face^ whilst hO'is 
speaking is almost statuelque in its imnfobility ; and as to 
his eyes, poor man, he is so near-sighted that ’we Question 
whether he can see the Speakeif in his efiair ; and^et, •vrith- ’ 
out the aid of these helps to effective oratory, he managed, 
with his strong, clear, and flexible voice, to deliv6rj>-his 
speech with great effect. But we must pass on from Mx^ ' 
Lowe ; making; however, this remark— in this p)eech there 
was little of the characteristic acidity which has marred soc 
many of his speeches, and what there was was so dilute^ 
that it was almost imperceptible. • 

. And now, passing over all the intervening speeches, we 
must proceed to notice those of Mr. Bawcett and Mr. ilnght; 
The dinner-hour had come and gone, the House was agsin 
filled, when Mr. Fawcett rose. Mr. Goschen^rose '<('!th hini> 
but there was a call for Mr. Fawcett, and the new Cabinet 



Minister courteously gave way. Mr. Fawcett’s place i»just 
above the bar, and as he spoke lie leaned against the barrier. • 
Mr. Fawcett, as OTr-r.daders ^^3, is totally blin^. » 
we believe, the fllrat blind mah that was ever^bleoted to seirve ? 
in FarliasS^nt. When he began to spqpk there '^as a 
dead silence. Two curcumstances compeKfid this sileheje— r 
^t, the infirmitjf»of Mr. Fawcett, and*, |econdiy r^UtSv ' 

tion. All were ci^us to h|ar hftv? tho bljhd 
■kpeali, and'^Vso^ 
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Cepateti^ wiacli. herald^' him into the House. True, he 
had -wi^^ ijiB ^ w^l, but tow will h^ speak ? for' here, 
readersil[|^Bi^ is evaything; A man may be as wise as 
So(ir%te3j,^le]fogueht a writer as Cicero was a speaker; but 
'iow wiilf l|e ipeak ?--thatisthe question herA Well,3Ir. 
iFaw^l^’s was m every "vyay a success. He* not only 
g0t«tliq it|tdhtion of the H^use, but held it firmly ; and there 
is ho g*ca|er proof of success than this. The novelty of a 
tlih4niikn speaking haight have secured him a hearing for a 
timV; but the,blindness«f Homer and Milton, if they could 
doihe hack again With the halo of their reputation about 
them, w5uld not alone secure the attention of the members 
of :the HoTifee of Commons fof half an hour. Every man of 
th^^would courteously lead the blind strangers in and out 
of ..the House, as they do Mr. Fawcett ; but they would not 
listen to them unless^they had something attractive to say. 

In order well to understand the wonderful speech of- 
Mr. Bright and its effect, it is necessary for our readers to 
Ij^ow that there has been a sort of conspiracy formed in the 
House “to put him down” — conspirators, Mr. Lowe, Mr. 
Horsman, and pbrhaps one or two more — and that this was* 
the ^rst opportunity that Mr. Bright had to meet the con- 
spirators and face the conspiracy. This conspiracy has 
Jsftely befc the ?alk of the clubs and the House, and when 
Horsman had poured out his torrent of invective upon the^ 
ihemfeer fo» Birmingham’* h^d on Monday night, some few 
'Conservative members thoueh |. that the conspiracy was a 
‘^Did you hearjrfS^m^^Hright has met his 
“Inatch at lafi^”^ This remark, or thelik^f it, more than 
once fell upoh ounears. But all such notions novTtte swept 
to. tlm win|s. (te Tuesday night Mr. Bright stepped into 
to gJifipple with these cons|4f!at6rs,fjmd' it is 

t ‘ itbo-M say t^t hoi^om the conspi^y t<5 shreds,^ 

5 the ' bon^imtom |s if they were mere'^^ 
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ainepins. And this was not ^on^lby inveotive, nor by the 
mere power of oratory or argument, f^r iirt'ectiye M^^right 
never resorts to; and oh this ^coasion he was nether so 
eloquent nouiso argumentative often is. The feaiwas 
accomplished mainly by humorous s^cashi. The effect' of> 
this speech; upon the House was imprece^nted/ The 
laughter seemed to be for a timq inextinguishalMe / Gfim 
old Conservatives were forced to relax their risibl^nuscles ^ 
even Mr. Lowe, though most of the sardasm was ^omtad at 
him, could not help laughing ; thfi Deputy ^ps-^ker could 
not preserve his gravity ; Gladstone’s Iface was ladiant ; 
Disraeli’s countenance was lighted up bj a smile, tfiqugh,- of 
.course, only faint. The only inan who did not*laugh was 
Mr. Horsman : he tried but failed. 


. Why this stir in the- House? Why*do the 

gentlemen in the gallery behind^ the Opposi- 
tion benches rush round to the other side, and the crowd 
at the bar glide to their places, and the members generall,b 
set themselves in an attitude to listefi? Ah I we see. 

“ The great orator,” as the Conservative gentlemen 
delight to call him, the Eight Hc«i. Sir Edward' 4^orge^ 
Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton is on his legs, and is going to 
deliver himself of a speech. See, he has appro3^hed1:ffe * 
table and has placed his manuscript before him, as his 
manner is. Sir Edward, as ^urweaders qjl kiJbw by this 


time, always elaborately^py ep^ es his speeches — writes them,, 
out verbatim; a^dfii^Ts whispel%d ^at he even g^tsbftN^ 
by heart, and nas the copy before him lei^ iiis memory*' 
should fiBl him. But think not that we blame him for , 
taking ^hese precautions — that he careffllly preparei^ his' 
speeches, elabor^es his arguments in*h^s stud^,*pdlisi^s 
^sentences, ahj points and r%.poin*s his epigraras. On tl^. 
contrary, He dese^es praise rather thah blame. Did iioj|.^r 
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Demds&enes do the Baipe ? ^ Blame him ? No t 'V^ould , 
that man 'tc&o Oj^dresses the Hons^ in set form were 
cpmp^ed to do t]^e same ; we should then have much 
shoster and fair better dej^ates than we have.. , Sir Edward, 
«ihis Gonseryative friends deUght to tell us, is a brilliant 
speakai^ and^this is,*perhap3, the best epithet th’at can be 
apj>liedic?‘^m; and we Inspect that brilliancy is the main 
• object at ^iach Sir Edward aims in the composition of his 
speeches, and it is liot too much to say that he achieves his 
object. . Ehs speeches, •when he is in his happiest mood, 
sparkle!) and glitter, and coruscate at every turn like 
diamonds— -o^ rather, say glass — cut into facets. Of course 
'his style u>f speaking does hot admit of close, consecutive 
reasoning. Indeed, Sir Edward is not a reasoner ; seeing 
that he has spent the greater part of a long life in culti- 
vating his imaginative powers, it would be wonderful if he 
■ were. Wandering for years almost exclusively in tte regions 
of fancy, if he had been originally never so gifted with 
rfyeasoning powers they must necessarily have run to waste ; 
but we suspect that be never was so gifted. The effect thus 
produced upon* Sir Edward’s audience is pleasure for the 
timi^ He excites our rfancy ; he charms our taste ; but he • 
lever shakes our opinion. He is never quoted as an 
tahthorif^, and nobody cares to recollect what he has said 
hour after he has said it. True, there Is a show of 
pnilesophje in gome of iiis epigrammatic utterances ; and 
f ^qw the sijuirearchy behi. cheer when they think they 

that the philosophyis^n ^heflf^Snijjjgur ! but when you 
^borne to exanude it closely it is but questionable philosophy 
. 'after all. Thus,^ir Edward told us that DemocrWy seemed 
appropriate onlj'^o the youth of nations, and vociferously 
IRqui^ari&y applaud, this seemingly '<profound remark. 
Well, ia it. true? Jietiihp' bjetory of tdl European nations 
’supply the answer. Sir Edward sat do^, as he always' 

, ddeb/amid a perfecf teii^st of applause. ” 
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themembehSi wh^it,the: 6^e was blo^^^^rose,^9 
House. |li4n|h, .most ^of Jbp|^^ere^ i^^ted by 

the appeMau^,5)|, hEr. John StBqjpt ■ 

that the ^eaib pbiiosopher should rise^inonisdiaie^^' ^^tf^^^ 
Hertfordshire Barpnet; for if you were to piji^ jji^j^OTld i 
through *you would not find a greater contrast thaaJlh^re. 
is between these two. They differ really, ^S^iZ^by .,|h0> 
breadth of the whole heavens, ihey are literally’ wi^.^as. , 
the poles asunder — as wide as Bulger’s “ Eugene. 
iMid “Mill on Political Economy * — and* the force '"©fbon-'^ 
trast can no further go. This was reajly Mr^Mill^s 
The short speeches which he ^ad made before •this w^e 
mere preludes, auguring to some minds future failTOes,:^ 
Thus Mr. Eobert Lowe, it will be remembered, when Mr. ' 
Mill made his first speech, threw ou't ,the unworthy taunt. ; 
that “the honourable member for Westminster was tod- 
clever by half” — ^which taunt, by the way, in this great 
speech, Mr. Mill repaid by one of the most graceful compli^ 
ments; and that dull soul, Mr. Baillie tlochrane, amidst 
Tory cheers, exclaimed, sneeringly, in repl^.to some|j^ing': 
Mr. Mill had said, “ This may be philosophy, but it^s not > 
commdh sense.” To us, however, these ^eludes were a^ 
foretaste of something great to come, like the preparatory 
fantasias of a Hall4 or an Ernst. But now, readers, expect 
not of us an adequate descriptiq?i c< Mr. MiU’s gftat retorm 
^speech, Jor it ia»Dorately^^?^;^ 3 j^r to give it. Ligt it sufdc^ 
io say thalr'™ -: a^^iS^t^ first^lWv^jomething eptirelf 
in .the debates of the House. Search Hansard .front tHd| 
time thafffecord fitst began, and you wilUfind nothip^ 
it for pitrity ■ of style and closeness^ of reasofi^g^l^^j^d/y 
-8e<5pn^,;.af^d ^entdre- -toJlunhji notting.,l&!|.^i|J^^ 
effect vhich dtj* product npoii the- i[on^ 44 ’;;iStnd:py:OT 
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nitov Of 
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1^ ftinied not ai applause. 
16^ a^Wa^ipii, Jlut lias a higher, 

hehlei 

■' foa:a)r^i^ t^''Jft^^' cohvii^n to the min^ oi tlus hewers. 
*iSVheitf,|i^.§^ sat down the House cleared. As the 
^i|)€i^^emliprtf'passe3 the gangway, not a few* stewed out 
of W to tliank Mr. >ill. . * .* *; , 


* ► ■ :• The last act o*f the drama was begun on Friday 

eijiening, ab(Jut‘five o’clock, by the appearance 
pn the^rtige of thaf well-lanown but not very popular actor, 
s'riijpjcd M 0&nbo|jie, lately known as Lord Kobert Cecil, 
.'•^e Housa was well filled* but not crowded; nor did 


^^e audience increase in numbers as his Lordship pro- 
>>;"oeedeid; on the contrary, it perceptibly thinned; and before 
H he sat ‘down, thoug]^ dinner-time was still a good hour 
c ahead, the benches were by vacant places on both 

? sides of the*House. The tru..-i is, and may as well .be 
- |ba|d,. Lord Cranbome’s opening was a failure ; nor did 
we, who know hinf so well, expect that it would be other- 

• wise. Lord CAnborne never shines in a regular pitched 

• battik like this. What^he likes best is a sharp ext^pore 
skinnish late at night. In such small affairs he is at home. 

noWe Lord has been variously called an “ irregular,” 


.la “guerilla,” or the like; but is he not father like one of 
^ kdse^Eed Ihdiaijs whom eve employed in the old American 
rfeWar, who never could be b^ii^tunder order, but went 
ikiyftii^ung on theiucjown huuH! I "’’Si^e more an^ous 
^TO^get white ^c*alps than to help their employers to gain 
^ivictofies; ,^hen thoroughly roused attacked friSftds ^d 
tfi^gh believed to be necessary, wejje , never 
^legspnt- allies ? A fm^ littla^||^dei|i. 
'I^^curtl^ kWw^S'jIhp, ejh^hf thi noble,Lprd’s,,f®pech^ which 
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Lord ^ aUuding to a saying o{ Gladstone, and thjs he 
perorated: “We ^decline to follow •snofi a gidde||i{i^d an 
unexplored country, the nature of which the Chancellor! 
of the Exchequer declines to •^scribe. The j^ght «hon. ^ 
gentleman gives us no information, except that he haff. 
burned his bridges behind him.” ^liat is 'v^at ^ said— 
or, rat^r,* meant to say; for, b^a slip of the tongue,* he 
turned “ bridges behind him” into something^ew' much 
like “breeches behind him.” Our readers musF f^cy'the! 
merriment with which this ludicrotis idea wap received, and 
the mortification of the noble Loid as hd stood waiting for 
the laughter to subside. ^ * 

Later in the debate Disraelf stood up ; and suddenly the 
winds retreated to their cave, and there was a calm. What 
a change since he first appeared on this scene ! Thirty years* 
ago he vainly implored a hearing— *-pite(^usly begged aft assur- 
ing cheer — and the tempest only raged the more; and. now 
one of the fiercest storms that we ever saw ot heard raging 
in the House is at once calmed down by his appearance. 04 
this performance of the Conservative chief we cannot say 
much, time and space being wanted; but soihething we must 
say. On the whole, then,»we think^hat this was on« ol the- 
ablest speeches that he ever delivered ; bu^ in a gfeat part 
of it, he failed to hold the House. EVen on his ?wn kiSe ^ 
there were many members yawning. Several of the older 
men were comfortably asleep ard generally through the 
House there was thatwell^jU^n low, humming sound, like 
that of bees in a aintRJ^on aiiot^immer’s day, whlcli in^'^i^ 
cates that though the speaker may Cave the'ejrs he has iiot ' 
the mixffll of his audience. But as he got further on, and 
especially when,, in that solenm manner oftiis, simulated ; of 
real, he attacked^r. Bright, he once'jpore cllaftly g^ 
of not only tjle ears but of ihe ininds and the passio^^^ pf 
his fpllowets/ How they did cheer.! , its Bf^ iJohnsen 
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wooKl have said, they vi^re jn a delirious ecstasy for the 
time.; .ifb is a Disraeli to attack Bright; we 

dG riot iremember that he ever did it before, and we question 
,wh^et;he nieant mischi|f*then. He probably thought it a ^ 
*^o6d'C^d toiplay, and he played it ; and this was, no doubt, 
the UgW in ^hich Bright viewed the attack ^ (ox, at the 
tinfe wl&% lightnings'and the thunderings were.plajdng 
J|wad, he sat in his usual place serenely ^smiling, 
and Bevweiltly in tl?e best of moods. The attack, though, 
was effeoftvejor its dhsi^ned purpose. It pleased his 
followefs. The attack •upon Gladstone, more especially 
that quotation fron^ Gladstone’s anti-refotm speech at the 
Oxford UiSon Debating Soc!ety thirty-six years ago. Was a 
.miserable blunder, as the speaker must have felt when the 
storm' of indignant cries from the Liberal side could hardly 
be ove*rpowered by ^he uproarious cheers of his myrmidons 


behind. 

The great bell in the clock-tower had just tolled one when 
' ,*)i8raeli sat down. He was, of course, uproariously cheered 
, as he sank backfinto his seat. Before the cheering had 
• sul^^ded Glad^one rose, and then it was the turn for the 
LiberA members to sh#ut. The’cheers of the Conservatives 


meant, Ther^ answer that if you can the shouts of the 
jjiberal^ when their champion appeared, “ Here is the mw 
to do it ” ; and it is not too much to say that the man did it, 
and1nuch%ior€i Gladstones speech is not to be described 
by us. "V^e have neither thn tigie , nor the space, nor the 
^ibility for such a task is«there aS5*«*fed for description, 
for this nobl^ Speech long ere this has been read probably 
by sviiry man in ^JBngland capable of jreading ffiKd under- 
Utan^^ it, . ’V^lrtave, though, been asked to t^a^dato ft 


whiph the OhanceUor oJ 'the Exchequer 
.quoted in his, beautiful«perotttion, and we coni^ly.with 

’this request. “You may bmcy the Bill which we have 
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' bjit if you do Ve ^ M^te 
^'■frdm’ ‘jptii’' 



Mrodacod,’* is^d the ‘ 

on its gravestone* with’ certain - 
. ex pm5^ 

bones ’%^i^ 

. and t^en'ct^e |he division. 

Me^while, what a scene presented itsetf i '. 

attempt ho description of it, bul leave it in tEe^li^n fto 
our rea|ers’ imagination. Suffice it to say th3i.in^dl^ii4 
outside the House the crowds were dehse, and the tosiefy 
was profound. Three notable men t^ere specially dbsei^ed idi 
the Peers’ Gallery — ^his Royal Highness the Prince of ^aleis, 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Camb^ndge, £,nd hfs Serene 
or Royal Highness Prince Te6k. It has been \ftritten thht '' 
these illustrious persons were turned out when the di^sion,. : 
was called ; but it was not so. They went out somb time 
before, and rumour says that they div^d under somewhere,' ■ 
and, guided by the Duke of Sutherland, emerged into some - ' 
quiet haunt known to his Grace, and settled down to enjoy 
a cigar. For the truth of this we will not vouch; bift- 
certainly they left the House before the division was called, 
and were suddenly lost to sight. They camd'back, how^yer, ' 
when the bell rang, and wunt into the Speaker’s GaHery tp,' 
see the division. Strangers are allowed tq^remajlgin the 
Speaker’s Gallery during a division, as that ia^tirefy ** 
separated from the House. The scene when the numbers 
were announced has been desfritod in alnjost ^ery dews- " 
paper, and the descri ption need not be repeated^by us.j 3^ ' 
is enough for us>r% thaP thcyraembers inside,W t®;- 
strangers outside were for a time frantid-rthe Dil^als ;^ 
thai ^hef^ad a majority, the Conservatives that'-ii le 
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night and it was kept inuch longer. This was the 
ni^t^,^*4* 0^ jidll remember, wjien the question. 

relaxtheBank 


wheth^Ihl lQoTermnent would suspend or 
^Oh^e^|i||^h|e^heh5t5e of She Oyefend' and G;^ey failures, ' 
Vas un^^jlo^^i^eration ^)y the Cabinet. As soQri as Mr. 
.^i^^flonje appeared m the House he was put to thS question 
’ by n^Je^®ah three inquisitors— Mr. Disraeli first, then Mr. - 
Bazl^y.'of J|anchester, and, lastly, Mr. Biddulph.; “Will 
yotj\]iol^;tlie City oi*not ? " The answer was dubious, like 
Ihe answers of the famed Delphic Oracle. At present he 
’Could, say— had but little information — wanted more — 

ejected more s5on^; and then the House — should — see 
ii.^whsit ' th«^ should see, in «hort. And this was all that : 
could bfi got out of the oracle then ; and with that the poor 
’ Sufferets — in posse and in esse — those actually under pressure 
'i and those expecting J:o be— had to be satisfied for a time, , 

. And bear the torture of suspense with what patience they 
could muster.* It was five o’clock when the dubious answer 
;W»8 given. It was nearly twelve when a ringing cheer pro- 
claimed to the anaious waiters in the outer lobby that help 
Was to be given# Meanwhile there was, as our readers may 
im.agifia, n^i^mall anxiety both inside and out of the House 
j,. r— mOre ^tside, though, than in, for those members who 
V wSrti 'sj^cially interested in the expected announcement 
■.could not, as may be conceived, sit long together in the 
HpusA A» sooi^ as Mr. glla^stone had spoken, he hurried 
to meet a deputation of bankers, &o., at Downing 
'§St4,;*W^en he had many a i>?rvous glance kept 
g tb ttie^oor through which he must re-enter the 


Time must friend or end,“ anf^a^ last 









|e nows 
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Boon spread, ancl in a few minutes dining-room, smokery, 
library, and everj other outer rooi^, wfice desert^ The 
House was in; Cominittiee of Supply, and co^d noi con- 
veniently g^t out for half an l^ur ; but it was nO matter, 
the decision wah not kept secret ;***every man in the Hous«?‘ 
knew it before it was formally annotuJced. As sboji ;Ss the 
• House “resumed,” Mr. Bazley a|ain rose to p«f^8- ques- 
tion, and Mr; Gladstone answered as we ki|gw. A dead 
silence fell Upon the House when be rose ; « ‘6ui;pt of 
cheering broke forth when he sat*do^. .^d what heart 
there was in those cheers 1 Fiercer, wilder cheers jj^e have 
often heard, but heartier never. 



CHAPTEE XXI. 


THE COI^BIiIaTIVHS AGAIN IN OFFICE— MR. KAVANAGH— 

TlskAELl’S REFORM BILL— THE HISTORIC NIGHT. 

0 # 

% * 

Feb 9 1887 Wednesday there was no small curiosity to 
‘ * 'see Mr. Kavanagh— the gentleman bom with- 
out arms or legs— take the oaths ; and this curiosity was 
. satisfied, for soon after the House met the hon. meihber for 
the county of Wexford made his appearance, ^e entered 
'th« House through the door at the back of the Speaker, 
||ated in a chair, awhich, by an ingenious contrivance, he 
baig wheel abouij^imself. Mr. Powell used to do this ; but 
then*lha did it in the qpmmon ^jay, by turning the high 
wheels of the chair with his hands. Mr. Kavanagh has no 
. ^tiids, ttlt only short stumps ; but necessity is the mother 
' of invention, and some clever mechanic has contrived a 
' simple piec« of machinepr j^y which Mr. Kavanagh can 
^propel his chair as easily as Mr. Powell could his. On each 
^ ofcjiifi cKair there is a cup ;,in these cups Mr. Kavanagh 
'^pwes.his stamps, and,^ a circular motion, he turns a 
^.■perpendicular rod,,which, by means of two cog-whe«is, turns 
. thb a^e of the ^a'fer wheels, and thus'prppels the chair 
i^;‘lor{901:' 1^ the^e is in the front of the ehair a gaidiif|' 
4 . wheel, hCdan,'obviouslyaSteer yhich way he pleases. Mr. 
p i^vanagh,' dl: botirse, took- the oaihs sitting, holding the 

6 -48 
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ms ""tiaken, Am^d&tlv'io} 

tix!^ Speikki^f t Mr. Kavanagh, of cotirse/cbtira'iTOfeSiPtJi^^ 
Me piif^pipx^ only bowed to the Speaker as h§^ 

V*> aJid.how he wjll speak— *for ; 

'vee may be sure, as he is an able man — ^the Sp^^i^br : 
yet decided. - ' * • , 


Feb. 11, 1867. 


♦ ' ' ' ' • . 'iT 

Mr. Disraeli rose at about a quarteu to fi'vp 


■ o’clock to introduce the Govgrnmdht’s new. 

Be|om Bill. He was greeted by a volley cheers by 
his_ party, and when these had died away into silence he 
began, with great solemnity of manner, and, as it appeared 
to bis audience, under an almost oyerwhelming sense of.< 
responsibility, to unbag his long-expected cat. His secret 
had, on the* whole, been well kept; bnt still^the colour and 
shape and breed of the animal had been shrewdly guessed. , 
"SVe had not seen the whole of it, but wo had a glimpse of 
its tail; and from that, in the manner of« Professor Owen,, 
who from a bone reasons •out inductively the form (01^ the 
characteristics of the whole animal, we had arriv^ at the 
general character of the beast, now to be openly dlScoVte^^d.** 
But still there was enough of uncertainty about the details 
to make the House deeply at{;enfive. The Cabihet— nearly, 
every member of which was present — of course knew ih®, 
secret, ^d it was curious to watch their counteSailbes w^ 
Disraeli was speaking. Prominent was Loi^ John Mauuw? 


.Disraeli was speaking. Prominent was Loi^ 

•His fad? was radiant with smiles, indicating, as if ^see^ed^^;. 
ids, thajj the Chancellor of the Exchequer ^as, aShe ihbdghj^|j 
gorng to altoifii^ the House not a littj[^. 


Ms? 
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ipyer^^ Sir Stafford 

Kcartli<»i(|ia|f^; is his eyes jpo 

that, at ..a' distahce yoti oan’i). 
Sijf ^ohn Paldiigiion made no sig^ 
J^^as reflecjii^g upon his own difficulties^ ..pouht, 
•vjras th^ most prominent Jteeiing in Mr. 

, Lord Stanley we cbujd not se^'; but.ho 

s^^lha^^old, passioijless face of his never indicates 
ifir-.WiJpofe was evidently serene as a summer’s 
''ev|i as 'generally is. * > 

• .j- ;MPv.f^raeli’s speech was not a splendid success — was 
thought, indeed, by liome to be altogether a failure. He 
laboured heavily-; at times he travelled out of the record. 
5^0 did not stammer for want of words. He rarely does 
that ; but he lingered at times as if he were in his mind 
rfaStidipusly selecting 6he right words and afraid of (goosing 
the winng. was evidently not entirely at ease. He had 
t'h® ^ flind manner of an advocate who knows that he has 
. a b&d case, and yet must do his best to prove that it is good. 
Ho was presenting'^ dish to the House which he suspected 
yroi?!^ bo nausevjUs to a great part of the members, and, 
perhaps? was not exacts to his 6wn taste. In short, he 
to us, speaking not con amore, nor from 
th^^earf — ^forced by duty, and not impelled by inspiration ; 
and here^^e may say that Mr. Disraeli often speaks in this 
::^bo^ed maimer ^hen heiiS'on the Treasury Bench. , Qh 
tfe .OppositigB Bench he is much more animated. Nor is 
H® has^een In the House of Commons 
and only three years in office. He has , 

; therefore, bgei> thoroughly brokeij to official dr^. 

tt® Semitic race', which mevwi toplf^v 
Opposition he is 

feButsbilteif ‘and:crot^^ a 


4Ut* 




K2 THB nmsB litb of thb ^ho&sb comuons. 

weight of bnooUo dolhess be^d^him— in short, a Pegspw 
in hamSss. Now«ahd -then he dashed ofit his own^ natnie, 
and evoked dheers ; but, on the whole, it was & d^ speech. 

' And' what a little it revealed !•" ^ere wa's 'fiieVer a,finer^ 
example of Carlyle’s famous figure to describe a l6ng,/^pty^ 
speech — '^a' little bit of soap in a small qu^tity of water 
stirred into a pailful of froth.” J* 

„ - _ Amidst profound silence the ChancSll^ of the 

Har* 2| 1867» 

Exchequer yose on the 25th ,pf Eebruary to- 
explain his altered scheme of Bd'orm, &nd, of coiarse, was \ 
received with cheers from the Conserv^iveraqks behind him.' 
But they were not enthusiastic cheers ; r%ther^constrained 
and faltering. Mr. Disraeli, however, was more at ease than 
he was a week ago, and no wonder. . Then he had to make 
a show jf saying much without really ,saying anything, and 
that, as everybody who has tried it knows, is uphill work. 
We never knew him so slow, so wary, so w'farisome as he ' 
was then. “Dizzy did not get on well to-night,” sai&a 
member to an old admiral as they passed out. “ Get on ! ” 
was the reply. “No; how could he, when, he was all. the 
while in shoal water ? ” ‘And this was a capital deserij^on. 
But though he spoke with more freedom on Monday, he 
was clearly not himself. He tacked about, and*%it iiifies 
hesitated, as if he were still not clear of the shal]ows» 
feowever that may be, he not himselfi He was 
cautious, apologetic, and even deprecatory, as if he saw that 
he must rely more upon the cq^ciliation of ffis <oes t^ta 
upon the strength of his friends. ' If he oo^ have haJlP’ 
Bveingiffg majority at his back, how ^iferent would have ; 
been hjs tone! And then he was Aot Encouraged by the- 
cheers of his*£Hends; on the confrgry, atQtiippsy*|^thA 
most part, ^they . looked btank, uneasy, and mistrustful 
rajjher inclined to c^ ‘‘Oh^ oh 1” than “ Sear, hear ] ” ftbt 
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only rsilti^amed by their part| allegiance from expressing 
disapp^atipn.! ^d, |n ipth, theirs is ,an uncomfortable 
position-rto ie called upon to support a Eeform Bill, whilst 
nine ^ut;pfi;t^ of them cdkdially hate reform |nd think it 
'^ntu^yubm'^essary. Thire was a good deal of excitement 
on the. Oppo^jtion benches as the Chancellor -of the Ex- 
chefaerj,iiKolded his plah. Now and then there was a- 
deep, guttur%V“ Oh ! ” and occasionally a burst of laughter, 
espejsiai^ «when he renounced that he should drop this 
resolution and modify thiit. Perhaps the Liberals remem- 
bered th^ taunt with which Disraeli chaffed Gladstone last 
year, when he told the leader of the Liberals “that it is 
always dan^eroi^ to change your front in the face of the 
onemy ; “ ' but the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not 
notice either groans or laughter ; but, keeping his temper 
well in hand, went through his duty, and at length,' having 
spoken about an hour, quietly sat down. 

And then up jumped Mr. Lowe. But stop ; let us, before 
Urn proceed further, pay a tribute to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer which ’s clearly his due. And here if is. Under 
cirOumstanced 'nore difficult and trying than we ever knew 
a Minister of the Crow/i placed in, he performed his task, 
as we think, with admirable skill. Mr. Lowe’s appearance 
’ afohce^ quelled 'the Conservative cheering and hushed the 
House to silence. The right honourable gentleman before 
' the businbije of the evenijigjjegan was seen chatting under 
the gallery with the Bishop of Oxford ; where ^he went to 
. ^erwards *few knew, for, oa looking along the Liberal 
fitokfe,' his weffiknown -^hite head could not be seen, and 
"some supposed thjit ^e had left the House. But iipappears 
that,^f^ng to gSi a ieat in his usual place, or any j)l^© pn 
‘‘th^^p^ea, fee had popped down on to a ltfep in the gang- 
wa^land^iaB. 'hidden ivom y?*w; but he spoke from the 
) &bnt bench below tfie ; {gangway. Of course everybody was 
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anxious to hear ]M^.:^iioWe. Wi ^ knW 
segregate him'Self froi^ the W :.he^ 

, ^nuhoure_^ t^t the Gohiervative 
lum into thaifs ; Ibut,' though he had leff tht^^«|(^ctc, 
he had no notion of submitting to the Conseryciit^ b|andp 
arid blunttjr.refused the offer. Thei! ft was gaad he*^^fl,eft 
^he AAullamite* p^rty, of which i^was supposedm ^ird. 1 &e> 
he was to be the chief. What, then, was the poati^ji. of ' 
this gentleman, and what course* would he take^^AJj thtis 
he was about to reveal ; and when*his tall form, like a p&ii* 
tree capped with snow appeared,*' every tongue was .silen"ti,"|': 
every neck stretched forth, and ever^ eye §xed ffpoh ' 
man. And no wonder, for M». Lowe is a jpmajf^able inait ; 4 
and whenever a Liberal G-ovemment shall again be forme(i| , 
it.is thought that some arrangement must be made to secure 
his services. What, then, will he do? what will he iay?-'^ 
Last year he was an effective ally of the Conservative party;- 
He, more than any other man, contributed to throw' the^ J, 
Liberals out. Will he again help the Conservatives ? agi4n: ■ 
cause his former friends to look blank dismay, and again K 
evoke rapturous cheers from his former foes ? He did^ot, - . 
.leave us long in doubt. The blast of his trumpet told us at; 
once where he stood, and then he proceeded fo deliver a ^ 
speech which for acute criticism, caustic severity, a£fd pun- ° 
gent, biting, if not brilliant, wit — for the use, indeed, of evety 


oratorical weapon that can l^e pmployed to <puniEfe an ' ' 
antagonist — ^has scarcely ever been equalled. For pearlj^,. 
*ah horn: the Opposition side was in a roar of laughtai' ^jd- f 
(dieers. The Conservative chieff looked w^hast, M y^elT*^., 
they ihifi^t, when they remembered whg,t^emces this'\hiai|;:.|| 
had rendered thern'last year. W^ can fancy |?te^li; ;■ 
mhttie^g of the great Edman, 

Th^iSirCses^,? 4"'' --.V'- 
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I» jrbut he, too, was in one.' of his happiest teins, 
mi l^g^he ^i^c^eded iM*. lanfiching a niolmame which will 


the pt-catcher’s' 

i vote.*' By the wiy, we may as 
.weU;^tj|faihf The present tax on dogs is 12s. Two 
do^^-t^ei&re, under the»present system, wbuld 
if Disraeli's scheme were to become law, as that provides 
'"that^b^^Srjrbody who pays 20s. in direct taxation is to be 
epfraiichised ; but M:\ Hunt has introduced a Bill which 
^ -ip' to repeal this tax and ^tb substitute a 5s. license. Laing 
-s^ke aiter Bright, as did Gladstone and some half-dozen 
/more) and all against^the rescjlutions. On the other side no 
one but of" office opened his lips, and every member, as he 
left, said that the resolutions were doomed. 

7^, , / - “ Tho ^ artridge may the falcon mock 
, If that slight palfrey stand the shock.” 

,,, j ■ # 

far. 23, 1867. the House there was a great gathering 6 f 
meinbers. We reckoned, on throwing our 
r^penenced ey'' over the mass, that about 500 were present, 
®icp;,.was, too, undej* the gallery, and upstairs in the 
' Ambassadors’ Gallery, a great concourse of notables. In- 
l^);e the pressure was so great — standing room as well 
aS fitting room being all occupied — that the Sergeaht-at- 
ArBQwM’ajl *0 allow the mass^of nobility to overflow into tha 
members’ side gallery, within a prescribed limit. Under the 

4ii«l 'r> 1 TT* _ -r» _• TMT** 


dat his Koyal Highnaes the Prince of Wales. He 
j .feanie late, and when helirrived the benches were filled; but 
i the 6&cet of t1^ ^ouse who preceded him ha^ipnly to 
l ' Kinca of Wales,” and straightw^ half a 

him a seat. Thel?uice §f C^htidgO,, 

■ 'satya' the^^Ainhas&addri’ '‘iSaS^t^The , ' 
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been in his seat ]^f an hour wh^ the doorkeeper was seen 
to approach him and to hand hii|^«a,lett^, and. skQmhtway 
he rose and went away.' , , ' --'i ■ :• '■ . j 

Mr. Disr^li rose to perform 45Ss arduons taskTabout five, 
o’clock., One of the morning pa^rs tells us that, the scene, 
at this mdment was “ animated ” ; afid'this is^/i trae.de|^npv 
.iif®,:as=Sefore lie rose, the House/though not toff id or^ rest- 
less, was anything but attentive to what was going on, Mr^/ 
Speaker was every now and then upcaV his legs,^dmttering 
something and handing papers to^k® cler]^; andmembersi 
were interpellating Ministers, and •‘Ministers were answering \ 
interpellators ; but few cared to listen.^ Indeed, few seemed 
to know what was going on. But the rising of th,^ Chancellor 
of the Exchequer put a stop to all this inattention, and a;^ 
once, as by an electric shock, silenced all noise, and concen- 
trated all attention and all thought — may say all the 
faculties, of the mass before him — upon himself. Yes, there 
the great man stood, with all eyes fixed up<Si him and all 
ears open to receive his words.. Those who know Disraeli 
must feel that he is exceedingly proud of®such a position as 
this, and no wonder. He is an ambitious man. All^s j 
speeches and writings prove that rhe has an inordinate ' 
craving for fame ; and here he has a position before the 
country and the world that gratifies and satisfies hifi t(f t£e ^ 
top of his bent. In one of his novels he tells us “ there is 
nothing so grand as events”; f.n^ there c^nnot®be a'Soubt 
that he thinks that he, a great Minister of a great country, 
introducing a great measure? with Jihe eyes of thdgfteat^l 
legislative assembly in the world up^on him, £&§» figuratively, 
the eyeS^f all the world itself, is onq> o^ the grandest of J 
events. ,He is making an epoch, writifig a page of imperish- 
able history, Cffti it be suiprising, tbgn, tha? B^^hotSi b?, 
proud, as.^urj^wstionably hQ is? <^r. Disraeli, i^us^^^i^ 
pressed, ^^gan his. ^tion Tsrjth aU tke 




Would Bay, the gra^ty of the occasion, as his wont is 
tosaohji^^o^n^occ^ioi^^ as this. Sometimes he seems 
i> W part— becomes too solemn in his 

|ia£|^ili<d;| 6 n^'fCr^g dangerously near to t^at ^er line 
Inat p^eljbi^y sepa^eS the sublime from the ridiculous ; 
and t^s we yenture to say is the feeling of mai^y of the 
meiiibeM! . ''Indeed, it hasliappened more than onee.t^g^fejs®"- 
jtiave; heard 'iv faint, suppressed titter running along the 
OppS^sitiSif Senches ^rrhen Disraeli was delivering some of 
his im^^fressive nassagf^ *[n his mpst solemn tones. To be 
sure, this titter came from those Eadical utilitarian fellows 
who are’not«jt all susceptible to poetic sublimity. They 
call, it, in tljeir vplgar slang, ‘tbosh” — the worldly, irreverent 
lellows ! They are like the mathematician who, after reading 
“ Paradise Iiost,” wanted to know what it proved. On the 
occurrence ^'01 sucl^ interruptions Disraeli pauses for a 
moment, folds his arms, and smiles one. of his contemptuous 
smiles, and tif&'jsupon there comes forth a volley of defiant 
cteers from the Cohr^-^n^ve ranks that effectually sup- 
presses all interruption. It is but fair to say, though, that 
Xjjl^aeli'pri t|)>t occasion soon dropped his solemn manner 
and tone, alid speedily left the paetical and descended to the 
^Ctical — or, rather, say to the politico-philosophical. Dis- 
raeli ct!h be as great in this region as in the other ; but if 
the poetical sublime is unsuited to EadiCal utilitarians, the 
philoSophiSal is juite as unsuitable to his own supporters. 

. We have indeed often sein a curious, and to us a laughter- 
™n>Y(Wfg, puzzled lo^ upon the faces of the mass of 
jpou^try ge^^J^en wiiifst Mr. Disraeli was re finin g and 
Wefining m ms al^tipct philosophic manner. Phflfffeophy is 
(by.po mean^o the •taste of country gentlemen, and when 
P^|a^^j#^ rtasonii^' philosophically you'Chn see by their 
'^pi^lea, c^bntehan^Si^lliat he^s getting, or ^as got, out of 
wtis, said of Burkes 11 Whilst he iarefiping 
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Ki X it te'^neigms Wfiibl 

Iwel ^‘on to ‘HSi#!6W|gpiacHc»r- 

goon come down to the I)ractical lhaV on 

. ^8 level he travelled for an hour witf cqj,, de4|%f 
yand.even ^ace. In short, on the wh.le, hi 

^ veft^^cce^ful spee'ch. ^fo{ . 
cc&^ . . occasional iriferupfing criesiof “ OiK]^'^ 

olf l” and titters of laugl^fer frbm-' tlii 

P/adical fello%Y^P°®|*® > only once, as far as we c^5 
. pmember, did li'®® ones, and cheers, and laughter become - 
•iiproarious — ^tha^^® when Disraeli, with solemn gravityj' ‘ 
•told us that the J^^o^Iast year arrived at the priilciple of ' 
! a ratingf franchise. ^ unerring instinct.” This was tbb. . 

much for the Opp*^°“ ^oar with graiviiy’, and straighti?'" 
, ■«scjby there broke a burgt Qf„il^ng-continued, unwh-.",' 
''i/ '^able laughtCi.. ®an we wonder*, at this when we 
Nmber that tb^ating principle was si^pted, aft^ a . 
<'{ several a majority of onl^i in ^HOTse^" 

kembers,^ when we further recollect that this ! 

. '■'^linciple y^otoriously put forward to destroy t£e * 

' : - • Blu’and upset Government. 

As soon as iP^s^^aeli stj^^down, Mr. Gladstone tncon- 

I’^ath^ntly — that is oould .reVtrain- himself— jumped to ■ 

look id at the scene before 

1 411st the Chancellor^ the Exclf^uer wa» jspeakihg. that> 
would, as"&Gpn as opporfuriity came, ru^ 
ato the arena and gfapple his foe\ She nght hoh'.-feehtle2-- 
man, We allknow, is exceedingl3^,imph]sl^^‘io5*''^«'^^^- 

dehy ttot M has tKS : Bbssibn f ‘ . J 
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wheit't 
>iihe; 


^ Oppoftimity with' admirable ]^tienc0^ 

■> ' ini&taJies. and vacillations, and - 

• but aoW'i^be timd has coihe ■ 


|iii^^,foierahc®^and patienci -are to' he flung tof 
If^^hreoveir allAhe former Eefonh proposals were \ 
scflflE^iy ||3|able enougb to be successfully atta^ed. "^They ! 
we:^%^8liiflo’^J so indefinite in form, that^wheq 
anhi^li^heH to ^^asp them they eluded the grasp but now 
lief e l^l^hclore the I^eraT leader a Bill — a palpable Bill, in 
real*ho^ijiform — tha^a could clutch, examine, and dissect ; 
and hd^^ubt he"7s»hap^— happy ^hat the tiresome truce is 
at; ah end * ha;^py that he is once more confronting his old 
foe ; and happy — unle* s he bg more than mortal — that the 
titoe' for e:racting retribution has come. Mr. Gladstone 
,hegah his speech with a quiet, calm, and, stately exordium*^ 
"to g ain Abe attention of his audience, and to pfepossess his 
^oes, if possible, in liis favour. But, having done* this, he 
sit onOe proceed to attack and dissect the measure with an 
elqjjs^hce', acutenesaT'iu 4 sim gess that have scarcely ever been 
equslled. We h£|,ye said that he proceeded to dissect the 
Billf'^^t this ^s hardly the right phrase. _ It would be a 
b^SOf i(iscai^ion if we^ere to say that he tore it to pieces 
limb from limb. And how thoroughly he enjoyed the work 
jfbryb^y might'see. Nor is this surprising. This time last 
l^ar, Or thereabouts, that is exactly how his opponent tore ■ 
his W tq*pieces, and so i^angled it, that he indignantly 
I threw it aside, and in ilis anger dissolved the Ministry. 

liyi tables are turn® ; nc®v he is the operator, and his 
It Op^nent’s Bilb the sil^ct. He is the -torturer, and his o 
fr eniemies are upon tl^e rack. Exactly how he did^ate Work,. 

I ;end ^xaOtiy what®he teaid when he did it, form ni^parf^of 
^^^^^p^.;to»i:<|)ort rnor is it necessary. ‘Suffice 'it^l^O' saj^' 

mOretibiniself j that he S|iOke ■'^th 


3, and vrith eyeh m 


^re'tl^fiis 
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ccQstomed fervour and passion. ]ffis opponents ..saji that 
ie Was angry^ and spiteful ; but ut yas fiot angejj^hat he 
/showed, hut fervid ,, earnestness ; and, as to spite, mere was 
jcertainly no^ sign of that maligrf^t feeling in' hil oration.^ 
fSpite means petty malignancy; aifS Mr. Gladstone is, utterly 
jincapable ^f« that. The Pall Mall (xazette ha^ described thiS| 

' sg*>§fehfrfiad we will quote the dqlcription : “ Mt.^israeli,’ 
says the writer, “ was listened to with langaid indifference^ 
broken only by a tendency to banterin^interruptihlSB oi^the | 
part of the House. Mr. prladstond; Mbweyer, stirred it inW 
excitement by one of biis finest displays of oratory^-orato^py 
full of force and fire, but calm in its e^sy flowdind conscioi 
ness 'oi^ strength, and quite free from any temper or strain^^d 
effect.”'^ n 


’•av' (i 1867 greatest night* of the | 

' ' Session of 1867. All that the House has | 

hitherto done this Session is as nothing in what .it then : 
achieved ; and nothing that reripir>»*iibf it to do before •Hie 
vacation can exceed in interest what it then did. Indeed, 
when we think of the transaction of that nig^t we are Jqpt ^ 
in astonishment, and especially whpn we reme&berowho it f 
was that led us on to this great event. Early in the evening , 
the House went into Committee on the Beform BiH’. 'Tfie \ 
question to be considered was “ that clause 3 stand part of , 
the Bill.” Clause 3 is, as our. readers nmst by thi# time 
.know, the borough franchise clmse-^the great fighting 
.clause — by far the most imp©rtan\, of all the clauses Which 
constitute the enfranchising par^ of the mgasure. This ' 
clause ss®it stood originally, when th$ !!^ill was first laid , 
upon thg table, proposed that every haan of full age, 

Who i^ on the'lftst 4ay of July in arfy year, Shd Ijas^dugihg./f 
the whole of* the preceding two y^s baou. an inhabitfi^b>;^ 
occupier within the boroi^h, and, has during tho ,bi^,;Of /^^^^^ 



OOMPOU^B HOtJSSBOLDBB.*' 


61 




saoh o<^ii|!atiBi^Jbeett |#^d m respect of such prases, &o., 
to all for of the poO^ d;C?, shall have a 

vote foP '^c!^. This is the substie^ce of |his famous 

(Olau»;^ T|ie pimbiple of borougt franchise as set forth 
in this clause is, as oiit relders will see, an extension of the 
fra>\pluiS^ ijif btffoughs t?) all inhabitant householdSrs paying 
ratel^ih tfpt, the wljole Vot-and-lot fraHchise,^^i^^ouse- 
.)iold spffeaige’ p’-ire and simple, as some suppose ; for house- 
heid» stm^ge jJixiijf&nd simple means that every man 
dwell^i^ m a h(\^e, \7h*ether it b^ rated or not, shall have 
a vote. •Before the Eeform Bill of 1832 was passed there 
'Were’inany h':irough3*which had the privilege of puce and 
simple hf^hsfihold suffrage ; whilst in others only those who 
Ibaid soot -and -lot — that is, rates and taxes — could vote, 
lei^ord was a household suffrage borough ; Hertford, if we 
(intake not, scot-ard-lot ; whilst Northampton was a* pot- 
mtoping bor,ough, that is, every man who boiled (walloped) 
Ips OWU pot— ^ short, a lodger — was enfranchised. The 
cfpugh franchise px y this Bill is the old scot-and-lot 

l^dhise. But t* understand what the House really did on 
us eybntfu^ight our readers must remember that the 
oyerumefR; fearing that a pure scot-and-lot franchise 
ptlld prove toj extensive, proposed certain checks and 
Bteifpoises in the shape of limitations, notably these — the 
Sisson claiming to vote must have lived in his house tvro 
^^s*bbfciffe the ^ast day in fuly ; and, secondly, by the 34th 
p&U|b^!^USt have paid 1^ rate personally, and not through 
m^ia^orif, or be wh^/is cabled a compound-householder. 
Tbeife was a]go«in the lliJil a further check dr counterpoise, 
namely, dual vot^^— that is, men in certain caAs^ere to 
have ttyp votes. Thif , then, was what Ihe Bill first^pposed 
franchise, with two years’ !febidencei%ateri- 
]^y libciiitp4‘ W the plosion tlSit no baan shduld be a'vc^ 


pay bis rates personally, and further chpclsied 
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and copnfcerp^ed by ’ikying votes biopeyty'to 

cases. near, wbat has. ‘haBBi^al!^ .since ethe " Bill 


ni^,^ 

■appeared _^gl|3ti^jyoj^^_^as 'loon g^«d'^.^'^|'jtot' whiff' 


of opposi^^, blew that away f iiext, ;.the;^1lwb^|^s’ •resi- 
dence was by a large majority rediSced to one yeayl’ and the 
only chec^ Training was the personal pa3in:ient%o£ , j^tes: 
'Well, .OSHFriday night week the «&ou^3, with the ebna'^iit .of 
the Government,. knocked away ^s last sfceck, o^as 6:^^ 

} put it, released the wheels of the*Parlitf?iiientary coilstitti^^ 
from the last drag and let it roll down to hauseholfl suf^agej 
pure and simple, as he said, but which, as we ha'v^ showm,' 
is not household suffrage, but the old healtk^y scot-ahd-nQt 
franchise. An event vast and important this, Mader, wh ^' 
^we come to reflect upon it ; and now let us show you how . ‘ 
was brought about. 

' OiftF^day night, then, we met to discuss this business,! 
which came before us in manner following : — The question t, 
was, as we have said, that clause 8 staj^^d-^^t of the Bill.i 
To this clause Mr. HodgkinsoiiV'tl^!?meniber for Newdfk,'j 
proposed an amendment, the substance oi^ which is that in 
Parliamentary boroughs no person shall be ra*^to parocht 5 il|' 
rates but the occupiers of the tenements — th^^s, that in i 
said Parliamentary boroughs compoundingefor rates shall ^e ] 
l^ojished; that every resident occupier shall be rat'Sd, and f 
pay Ms own rates; and, consequently — ^mark thisl-r-have.a^'! 


3d in hi? houife one* year. . 
to file old ^cot-and-lotf. 


vote, provided he shall have reti 
In short, that we should desceni 
'sufeage. This, then, was tHe qu^pn to be 
settled tiiat night. To many it may seeno^ sJ very 'simple!: 
'!!4uestipS;‘*but really a more importantflqY;e8tio^,W|w neypF^ 
^^debate^rin .the House; for, think whSt it .mean.l.t .. 







MB. HQDaSINSON. 


ea 


fdi fcut ripji <5101^^3. sfepTjd members be in a hurry 


what was coflfihgbn ; and they 
knew, j?fT t||^^ -wouid^be . a long 

^ebale ^vision ^Wd that,‘m ail prob^bihty, none 

of : thje;yc|^|^‘' d^ba^^^ speak before dinner,,. , Had.: 

Glailiiipi^ji^t fright, 9s: Mill proposed to mtro*dtice;th^ 
wnendpeiSt^^ the Souse** would doubtless^JjismT yi.beed(v 
CM^^ed j but Mr. HMg^inson is not an ^^fl^tive speaker. 
Bjiy^bf^^on he i3Vi> soH^or, practising at Newark, andg 
caq say' what he has to Say m a solid, practical, intelligibly" 
' la^er-like manner ; he is, however, rather dry and dull, fi-ve, 
most lawyers are. If,, now, the members could have fore- 
seen what was about to happen, what crowds would have 
conie down^ But this our inscrutable Chancellor of the 
, . Exchequer— s«o more — according to his usual politic ‘custom, 

.■ had kept to himE.’f.-. None of his party outside the Cabineti 
and , some say* no u all the members of the Cabinet, knew • 

; WJ^^it he was go:^ts to do. And this being so, comparativdy 
fevii^embers wt^e prtj^hi’'*hen Mr. Hodgkinson rose, and 
mOstef those wha>were, after listening for a while, slipped 
a^y— ^pme write their letters, others to gossip in the 

lobby, «nd^*^en the dinner-hour, approached, nearly all to 
dine — a few in t|ie dining-room on the premises, but the 
lma](Ml)y at their clubs, or at their own or their friends’ 
hpnses ; and so it happened, when Mr. Hodgkinson had 
delivered himself,, m his dry business-like way, of his speech, 
there were not more'thanepom fifty to sixty members in the 
. I.t IS curious, liking® back upon his speech in the 

kJ^feJ.of subs^gtfent events, to note how cautious the hoh. 
■gefttl^an.whs to^d^claim all enmity to the Gof^fllm^nt,!' 

j y^j^ g^j.Q Jj^g^. ^©nd,^ V 

Govemment_is at sea afi&*in danger, ^d .. 



..f^hfeboaAo- |aye^ : 
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eyes of ns We saw nothing bnt a st»n battle before ns, 
with a possible, bnt scarcely protfabl^, deftat of tlu Goyem* 
ment. Little did we imagine, then, that the GOTemment 
was waiting anxiously *to capifblate, and to receiy^ with 
^^en arms those who thought they were its opponents as its 
fr^st frieiids. How curious all Chis, nov^ we look bask 
j^pon it<^' *• / ' 

, But Mr. GlaS^tone’s speech, which foljflj^ed that of the 
I n^yer of the amendment, looks/’uowfctill more*otld. J^.s 
*->^ght hon. gentleman sp' ke in hfs usual eloquent, fervid, 
^^''^Jiaustive style. For nearly an hour ^ pounds away- at 
^What he deemed an intrenched foe ; ^ind all the while, as we 
know now, he was fighting fshadows — cannonading in the 
dark a citadel when its garrison had capitulat^ and opened 
the gates. We remember now that Disraeli, as he dat 
opposite his old antagonist, listening ^ his fire, lobked Tm- 
usually serene and even pleased. He, as ouf readers know, 
generally when Gladstone is speaking, lo^^grim, impassiw, 
impenetrable ; but on this oceasicu' »every now and then he 
lifted his eyes and a slight smile flickered on his face. We 
see now what this meant ; he was enjoying^e humour of 
the thing — smiling at what Johr^ Stuart Mfek wotild call 
" the irony of the situation.” Our readers^may express their 
surprise that Disraeli did not prevent all this loss o4 tilne — ” 
this waste of oratorical and logical powder and shot — ^by 
rising in the House to annouuice his intentionp before Mr. 
Hodgkinson began to speak. 'W^^tll,. Disraeli, as we know, 
has a keen sense of humour, <and jjjjerhaps he was led b;^llis 
to ullow Mr. Hodgkinson and Mr. Gladstosegespecially the 
latter,‘Hffils to fire away at nothing^ rather thinks 
:though/4hat it was "policy that kept®him in Ins' seat, Ho 
wanted to do thS thing quietly— to m*ake no fioifte^abbu^t^’^, . 
as if pe^y i^V^s doing no&ing bu^what mighli hate .bMtt; 

, expected of bim'^^m simply accepting , tbe. ' 
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of canjHbog oat the great principles of his Bill. Had he made 
, the anampcement wh^ the Hoase was fall, great 
ment woold have„,hMh .j^odaced; his own follpwei^is'liught 
^ h^ye^otsial ingry deha)ie might j|j^aye ^sen. 

; ^e p^^ said to himself ;- ‘rijyaU, wait 

^ fl^e Hpase i^ and' languid, as it always is diiring tU^,. 
■ thei in the quietest manne r pljn rtMt my 

"l^ipitiph.td acqp^ this amendment, notygf/^matter calou- 
’ tb* JStonish,*L;it rt%er as a moirement that is the 


as, 


';i;. natural logical consequence of i^as aheady occurred.” 

wbjfancy, was Disraeli’s policy, and his speech, we 
Jjtliiiihirjustifies this opinion. 

V Mr. Bass, after Gladstone, supported the amendment in a 
short but uniifeually lively and vigorous speech ; and here we 
I -may say that Mr. Bass and the other “traitors” who 
v; 'deserted* Gladstone <^n the memorable 13th ult., have been 
; jabilant since Disraeli accepted this amendment. And, 
in truth, they may well be so; for does it not justify their 
, trearon ? They gave as a reason for their desertion that if 
Gladstone had carried his amendment the Government 
,W|g^d have resigned or dissolved, and the Eefonh Bill 
v^ld hpyw^een lost ^for this Session ; whereas, if the 
• Government were^in and the Bill alive, it might be made all 
I* that 8o«eld be wished. For, you see, this Government is not 
obstinate, but conciliatory ; or, as military men say, “ soft 
*tb thef* touch.” Well, Bas» and his colleagues now say, 
;boaiStingly, “ You sei, we iVere right, the logic of events has 
Om policy. We|iave kept the Government in md|^' 
Bill aliv^€*d now ’seS what we have got — ^all that,,^e' : 
Wa^t/^;;, V, . . •- 1.. 

JMte. Bisraeli, the E(>ase being very thin, rose imme^jlit^|y ! 

JTa. ’TXTK.' - 1_ . ? f . 1. - 


rise, r You 

'■ 


“What cm this mean ? “ kaid- w% iw wo* 


o^^f.^^t|pi;^m^l^g.thp fg^of .fhejlrbvbr^fea|, ii 
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is not usual, tot tbe ^o^ex to speak tu^t^ftke dose, of the 
discussiosT satf , , 

we at dnceJSi0cfe®‘i|ik^/'p^d‘ J^;ne]^r‘^''8!^ was ' 

u6/’7''’''-Ajtt''4?t^S'Wks’^’^3^1y^tkl^*]fefel^^dil|ke‘;inembers 


gerieraU|'W^df'rk6w''.iilent' they^efei't^^^ 
listene3{^^‘ltfery word I all eye, all ear, all e^pp^idii i 
Chan^lSjiJjl^^^the Exchequer did nc^ieay^tf 
in dsIbl^^CSfitea^, the first sentenoe^e utthren^ 




lisjtdi; further ; and, breathlessly, every lhan/did iitt|k:ti]lf^ 
ikt' -le^i^h, there came these memorable -^ords :-^^pWith 
respect to the amendment ^of the hon. gentlerhSl^ ^kgi/ 
Government have no opposition to offer to jj^; ”■ and ' 
the^e broke forth from the Liberal ranks a loudfkkedr. ' 
Som4 of the papers say that there were cheers fitom j^olhv 
sides, of the House. This is not true. The Libels all ' 
cheOred; but on the Government side there wa^ 'ohl;^ here 
and there a cheer — no general cheering. On the cohtj^ry, 

,, over the faces of most of the Government supporters there 
came a puzzled, perplexed look, with something of astonish- 
ment and even dismay in it. 

It was between eight and nine of the clock when this 
startling revelation was made. Most of fhe memb^B<wSce^*i 
as we have said, away ; but to those at the clubs the electric ' 

. wire ^pn sent the news, ai^d at a hundred ^bles there* 
were surprise, and excitement, ard consolation, the like of 
wfiioh has seldom been seeji. I^fony a snug “dinn^-^aijty 
•^wii preniaturely broken up that^ni^ut; IJ^ally tne diheray 
j;'do%|^^iturn till about ten o’clock ; bv,t befoi 
4;hl^^iu|^d, ahd bydialf-past the Hosle wi 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE MINISTERIAL ;'RBFpBiI’ 
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’ '-'fife' 

Everybody in the House of Commons feds 
that Gladstone is just now “ under a cl5ud.“ 
The Conservatives note the fact and triifinph over it. E'or 
is this surprising; for consider what a lon^nd briUiant 
career of success he has had, whSt a thorn h^a^been.in 
their side,, and how long he, by the sucoess of his fir^anpial, 
schemes, has kept them out of office^ for it was so,^s we aU 
know. There was nothing specially in their forei^ pOlicj 
to recommend the Whigs, aM but little in their domestic, 
government. The strength of their position#was, m Glad* 

■ Stdhe’s ability as a financier an^Wbriliiant successij^dw; 
' he i^e^oned for the time and is u^er fr%dujdi,^d; 

that hia enemies should tr|uflph,'i^|!he;£ifcoidfl»i 
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position,” a Liberal will whisper, sorrowfully, in your ew. 
And, you see, p^^ t^e -Agreed p|i this point; and 
there|^r| it ^|i[d;fe that the ihih^;must'be true. j^^ell, 
We areAM^Sfit is ^ nofohO Can aiteitcl the 

EC^|Be closely land obserte narrowly without seeing that it 
% ^l^'l^^^dstcine fS under a cloud. And ifow hgjst is 
this 5* %^^^^:yit th^^ he, 'once so popular with th^SfiSfl^als 
p^£^i;||^eai’ed by, the Conservatives, is i^v* conteihptnously 
by his eLemiesi'^an^ spoker;^iightly of — dr, as we 
damned with faint ^niiovr,— by his professed friends ? 
JEtom^ .i^.that he, who on Palmerston’s death, was unani> , 
nwJhfly chosen by thg Liberal party to be their leader and 
the 'Reader of the House, is, now but little more than a 
private memt, 3r? — for this really is his position ; Since though 
, he is called the leader of the Liberal party, there is, in 
truthi but*'a very s.nall party for him to lead ; and, the wing 
of that party he scarcely attempts to direct. The reason is 
twdfoid. It may be partly found in himself, and in still 
gretster measure, as we think, in the circumstances in which 
. he has been placc-i. Mr. Gladstone is the most accomplished 
in the House. He has vast knowledge; so vast, 
Jndeedf thic you may say of him. as was said of Macaulay, 
Jf^ydu want to ^ascertain what Gladstone knows, you had 
better«begin with what he does not know. And his know- ' 


pledge is not superficial, but severely accurate. We 'haye 
; watched hhnnov^ for many^ears, and have heard him speak 
|hundredB of times, and we never knew him at fault, on 
Whether* he discoursed upon foreign policy, or the 
j .;inak^gWnalt or paper, the theory o,f exchange, the 
j^cidehi^h pff taxa^icW, or the manufacture of wvSS, US n^yer 

tasj too, as we all. know, 

aU but unpal^lele^i&d ' tm 


^ 
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called tact. ...And here li^ caoutf 0f And 

now shaU.wedescsil^;at length of 

*a°* 

■ an e|^pl||g^oK .ls;hett^r'&Yfif|'^j5sa;i|v|l;^ 
year Wf met an old wiip of the^^' 

loB^f:^gm^ retired from of&ce. “ ■W^ell,^sa:ii,d«hl|i| 



^yQ 

.(I'^me’i 

ytixo has 


vno5 


311, yS 

be leaJ^ jpf the^ House of Commonanvhmi' 

“ Gladstone, of cejme,” wa§ th& reply -^'' Ahr^ 
neyibrjdp; hehasno^ct. He jgm^speak when th^^^;,-^-,. 
yccaSipr. Many a good division he has lost me fee^S^Ahe; 
^)^wouldn’t take a^hint. Johnny Eussell, who was^fjul^est . 
leader you ever had, when I touched»his coal, wouid::^Ml4^. 
up his speech in a few ministes; and so would old^lu 



but Gladstone would always have his fling, n he lps|^*.tn^>i< 
division, aiid never would take a hint. Now, if 
won’t , take a hint from his whip, he <.an never , 
fully lead the House. How should the leader know^^JSpn.. 
to divide? The whips know when they have a m^prj^; 
'in. the. House, and, when they report the fact , to 
Minister, he ought to push on a division *bcfore thg: pther v 
fellows can get up their men. What is . the use ' 
chattering when you have got atnajority? 
stone won’t do; he has no tact.’’ Exactly.; no tact.y ,^faci' 
means. touch, then; sensibility to touch. If a leafier bp.^ 
insensible to the touch of his coat by the whipj clearly h<^^ 
wants tac^, and cannot be expected to lead spccsssftiliy.‘‘4 
,J^Ur^ ^readers may think that this insensibility ^ tbe,tojlch< 
' ;pf !^8;C0at is a small affair; 6ut j^is^jotinsmaUj^pirHif 
]i^i^t|ites,^it does in this case, the genial cBa^ter .pf ,^^ 
something which wiir|tiK fim^S'^Pxp’"*'* 
y:-:pur il iijip i;Qgr.,^One nifht, P^ersto«;;.^;was , 

"■'’'""'""■'^■^^‘1^! 

"‘''ilffaS''; 
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getting 

of 

by Jove " 

ft 


water : but as soon as be felt lust a touch 
i^d liis ^n^iuesj . pother minute, , 

.,toucb ; ^laBt^*:, Gllaaistone, ^ di per^tips, ■ 

in spitd|c^^^arniug, iiave rushed bri and*'^^k^ his 
the ^causes of his fall in hiihsbp. T|i& 
circu^^^^|i|s wWch^in a greater measure contribi^tcjd' bonis 
- f all|^!'^ ^ caimot go, intb at length. We will only indicate 
^aej^J.^^^i^pted by a more Badical xv-^asure than he could 
bOhscj^j^bUsly offer, one-'hh'd of his party mut ini^ed andu 
This circumstance alone would account for lus 
but* this c§uld not, by human prescience, be 


poi 


4o?||eeu : and neither by tiilent nor tact could it have 
iheeh^preventv. d. 

S'J 


liihr%i867. 


On hr^nday night we had another , sell ; but 
t. ■ ;f« v Conservative party that 

l^^. sOld’ — sold in the most open, flagrant manner. Mr. 

the Conservative member for Liverpool, Booved 
that ijiverpooh Manchester, and Birmingham should each 
fhjliye a third member. Mr. Adderley was put up to answer 
!B?or ^fall (put up,omark, for no under-secretary woifld 
' j^esume to rise unless he were asked to do so by his chiep, 
^and made a speech in his voluble but somewhat washy 
f makher, and proved to his own satisfaction, if not to the satis- 
-fabtioV^f tinybodv else, thaff the thing could not, and asserted 
thkt' jit nOj'^s^ not, be done — Disraeli, the while, si?tingi close 
;,’*^*|^,lCruder-Sec’’etary. Now, what was the nature. b^^|ii8j 
irei^ctjbUB,. 4his, time He looked from a distahce^&s if* 
^eje ,^i^e 3 C f rofbundly thinking, or not th!&kii:^^|’'Jill,|‘;' 
/Jgo; stij^i iiupoyiS^^ were his features. Had^^,yilieU, 

aj'l that his shmap .tr^^^^^rpye. - 
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seem that he most have determined beforehand to graht 
Horsfall’s request.;; But, if so, •why di^he let 'Adderley 
spe4k? "But, eitfier^Wiy', it is clear that *her l^d lbnsulted 
nolrndy. tfhe grim,'' Wdonic,* silent ihitht' h^v^ayiT- are 
indeed '|>Si|t-' finding out. Perha^, though',;, h'!^^|illy qnly 
deterfiiined .to give way after Addeidey had s^okeM. Colj^/ 
Tayfer Was m constant coininiuiicati(^ with and he 
may have whispered possible defeat* in his leader’s bait, and^’ 
Disraeli may have retreated to ^ve Ijflmself fr 0 !^*defeat 3 a 
l^ter Adderley’s speech thero-was tT'good deal of tSblk, but it 
was §5 bn one side — that is, for the amendmenj^ "At last 
Disraeli rose, and there was silenjp prof(^and until his>. 
intention to concede began to^ooze out, and then there came 
littering, gradually growing into loud mirth^ingled with 
louder cheering. And what did Adderley do? Poor man! . 
Well, for a time he looked exceedin^-y miserablei V At . 
length h*e rose and left the House, and d’d not return till 
the division was over. One other member at least, of the 
Government — to wit, Mr. Sclater-Booth — also refused to 
vote. Of course the amendment was qgirjried by a large 
majority. But it is worthy of note that sixty-five members 
including tellers, almost all Conservatives, vot^ against 
the Government. Henley did not vote, nor General Peel ; 
-they, with the two recalcitrant Ministers, stood in* tfie 
outer lobby whilst the division was going on. What their^ 
talk to each other was we kno\» not ; but they leoked as if * 
they were'saying, “ What will this strange? man do next? ” ■ 

^ — C 

* ' ■ The speech of the fligh^in 
Gxissa famine was unquest^: 

Cranbbm#. £[is Lofdship, to the suiplise of in jthbi^i' 
HotiS^l^smot* present durmg a great^art ♦f «the ^eBataf|>i 
He Mr. Danby Seymour’s toi^^'iiddil^msut, nor' 

:.Mr, ■ 




tBi Rebate on the;? 
mbly^at of Dbrilf; 



IiOBD fpBANBOBNB. 


78 


A^osim Brace’s weak defence of his kinsman. Sir Cecil Beadon, 
Xiieuiienan^GoveBior Bengal, wUb, when the famine was 
raging^ \ias f ^ On the li^s reort]|tiitg^ii8 health. What 

;^a sarcasm ^^^ia^^iere l The Worst enemy of the Bieutenant- 
^ Goverfidit hot hav4 said anything worse than that. 
^'L^lsandS^ind^ thousanils of the people were d^^'dai^, 

, “itfheaj^f^'iaa Mr. Smollett said; and where is the ^vefnor? 
!jGohe tO'Dirieeling to retoruit hia health. But to return. Why 
^i^hohld^iiidrd Cranborne ‘come early tp this debate? W^at 
' could mrl,Panby Seymx^ir, or any one else, tell hm^njgig- 
. than he ^ew? He had thoroughly investigated the case, 

' prohed it to th* very hpttom, and knew all about its horrors.. 
For Tidrd Cranborne was for ^ time Chief Secretary of State • 
fpr ludm. Y>(by did he do nothing ? Alas ! he went tO the 
« India Board too late. Had he gone two years earlier all 
^■might have been different. As soon as he got there he did 
. what he could ; but this was little. However, he had 
studied the matter well, and hence there was no necessity 
for kim to come and listen to the horrible story. He came 


vjL though, at *rust as men were wondering why he 

not come, he quietly, with a couple of bluebooks under 
^is ana, ^glided into the^^House and took his seat ; and, when 
17 epportunity offered, rose, and, amidst a silence as of death, 
I begsmato speak. We had the gratification of hearing his 
speech, and have to report that not for many a day have we 


heard a speech so clear, so ftithful, so solemn as that. ‘ 
« And here we may notice the difference between the Lord 
:* jCraaft/orne, of to^ay and the Lord Cranborne of formeif 
f daiysV : J5is LtarS^ip is “ converted,” to use a forcible Word 
;%hicli had degehirated ifllWtfft,ft!lft%BfcJf^^!yi,^yr his 
^^eskrtus,” is 


‘^"vt:h4t ' h')e^|i^’';tA;'ti|i? ;for ’our reaifeiltdikeTi^ 




liadkt is' 
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«iea, OM o«,iliemi!rt »srioM, «!mieat,j<»naia,ma^Jart * 

'^•5 : EOt Tkte^g^ni 

because he,. 
members whom*we 

Ws conscience, migfi^^m now. 

^ becMSe he is ,du|M^ffice. - 

thei^ that has disappoiTitefi him? 

)T)Py™-yeirs he was a party man— that is ^ ' 

tbe. ^ea that it was essential for good and safe 
ort his party should be in power. iVe canhot say?^ he , " 
V aftye np to party what was njeant for mankind; f^^- ^e ' - 
now^see, he honestly believed that the good oJrmariSwIs'’^' 
included in the rule of his party. And how zealoii^y he • , 
suppprted that party we all know. All K| acuteness, ^iilhia^^ V 
forcible eloquence, were used to promote the return 'ol j^t-- ^ 
p^y to oface; and all the artillery of his logic and s^awijrW 
were untiringly directed against the enemy which sfdaaUfC 
his way. At last success crowned his e£f«>48. In 1866 iheC ■ ' 
Liberals went out, the Tories came in, and he was;ri?ad^'^?> 
chief . Secretary of State 5 ,nd member of the CaiiuftV an*^ 

. his Ideal of a country governed upon Conservative prjnciplerf - ’ 
was , about to be realised, as he thought. Luf^,' what'll 
^ moment his ideal, just as he waaalboui^^^ 
ii6ab^ it, as if by the wand of*an endia^ter, tufialbie^ iuio;^: 

vanished, before his eyes. The Cpp^iWitiVd!,:. ' 
party^^’tvhich he hadvs<^per?everingly a»d ablyr|i‘elpM ^ 

vSpOngijler thn.* Vt ^ ; v ! n*"’' 

insane root which 

iiMf^'^'thaiit Ihiorh i-'dliiiilTi/wi 
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all wr^ked, his ideal in 

’ all/ tha| yDnsenrA^vA, no.lW'.tT ‘knl* ...1 


Wh 

inst^ 






|}ch we* and all around: liimi‘^ii(|e,;,:jee- 
a*5rim<ani^^3, and i^eharitalile ;-bh|: nd’^^ 
a, acrimbny, . and unch^tableh|ss]: f.®y 
lushess, soIe!|^ity, earnestness, stem" i^d^pr®*^ 
^ short, aH p^ty incrustations fcave droppW®”“ 

. ‘li® J^®al man. A ias^ass^k 
' ^® <^0^“ tlie long-suata 1*®^ 

aWention was broken by an entbusiasfe^’ 

' ®i^®® oolite House, and incontinently^- 

;^i?l;MMt rashed across the floor apparently to render ' 

■ ./ Lord his thanks and congratulation. 

''t* 

iJtSlI 1887. *® '^® a long job, this con- 

Vf ®nl®ring the Lords’ amendments? They are 
and some very important. But let us hope two 
^ ?^Sf^^.i]«’ill sufi^p On Monday grouse-shooting wiil begin. - 

3.^^°!!^^®’ ^nish on Friday night, so that the 

.^orts^e*- may leave .town on ^Saturday for the moors. 

then, jve said, must settle this business, 
|||'?^as>|^tled in one.” Yes, it was settled in one. Not long V 

amendments had been debated, ' 
*l^®^fon put,1lnd the decision given. Subh 
ever been paralleled. This 
- « ' I'l^® ®lnll| and tact,, aud,, , 

1^0^® ®- , He-QBe ne.i:^^e . ' 
®P«®®li announcing the policy o 
inert and compact, 
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th^'dQzen, he sat wd Ustened/and was ^ent. Bright 
men fstli|r apperied to jn^afc ; .Qladl^one, in his most 

ihoved our imjerturbabl^ 


o%hl, -ihiiaovable he sat. He/had ac ' ” "" * ^ ’ 



' I — r " I o ouug^iiure irum ii ; ana tn^ 

' be^abie, as it is x'^ont to do, thtj^o^cy of 

scarcely a ml!ln of the part/ ^|y‘ alt 
th^- night. Newdegate talked for a time in hijj^plenfiQOst 
^ries ; Mr. Scourfield, after his m^ner, maundered for a 
'few minutes, and Beresford^ope gave us, with BataVian. 
grace, one more specimen of his grotesque rhetoric tyd' 
there may have been a speech or two more from that Side. 
But the speakers were not party mew^^not of Bis^h’s , 
army, but free lances. From the Treasury bench came ho 
sound; and the Conservative phalanx, massed behind their: 
leader, were silent, except that they now and then cheered 
, and groaned. This, of course, they coul^ot help ^ing. 
It is their nature to do this, as it is thenature of o^s 
to hoot and dogs to bark. And ijhis is how i^iappened 
that we did the work o^ two nights intone. It must be./ 
certainly placed to the credit of the Conservative deader. 
And here let us notice that it is not the first time that he 
has developed this remarkable talent for silenee. *lt has" 
been . conspicuous ever since he took offitee, and most con- 
spicuous whilst steering the Beform Bill tbrougS the Sbufib. 
Precious and especially precious, in\ the ' 

‘ Hou^of (^aShfotra;^ But for this power to hold k^rtOti^e, 

would "never have got Shis BiU ' thr^|h‘the : 

* House. j/Mbteo^, he seeii^s to bb ^blet‘%i»/^§be 
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xeyiewiDg tib,B cpuise of this Bill it is astonishing to find 
how littte spMflBiM caijae . from ;the, l^easory bench. Of 

risyer^ * to sgeak except 

to ,0^ey|i^^’''^^TOp'£ihdii'-''tq'. them ^ is' 'like,,,, that'^given to 
childn^fe^^leiM, ?ee, |nd say * nothing, '^r^ter free- 
,6y?edJ.t<^ Cabinet Ministers; they,. one would 
|f|4 be^ entirely (free ; but, if tMs ' be so, they 
their freedom very little ; dl&ing^ the latter 
e course oof The Bill scarcely lat all; and; from 



think, 
hav .0 

V , 

appe^^es discemibln'»by the experiena^i but all dark 
to. the . ujgniti^^ never, except when they were invited 
, or O^pred to ispeak. .^It has seemed to us, whilst watch- 
ing”:^the progress of this measure, that the Chancellor 
of,the’ Exch^..er has rule<t his Ministry with despotic 
power. “You must speak,” he seemed to say to one, and 
he spoke. To (Xh"'rs he issued no commands, and they 
were ^ent. And more than once — once certainly — With an 
appearance of something like contempt, when one of Ms 
'coUlagues had earnestly and eloquently defended a position, 
Disraeli, with word of apology to that colleague, rose, 
^^^d, without^ noticing the arguments of his “right hon. 
froend»” ^pened the gates and ceded the position to the foe. 
Further, it, has been remarked "that, whatever “"may hkve 

'0 ' 0 o , ' ' . 

been ^ne in the Cabinet, in the House the leader appeared to 
consult none of his colleagues. We noticed in our last that 
'Disrahli bad secured a pri^te room out of the precincts of 
the House, and 5t may be imagined that there councils- of 
WlBji^nspemBled. ,Wo, however, doubt this. At events, 
gener ^ly no <ye wSs prO»ent there with the Conservative' 
chief pri^te secretary, Mr, Cor^*jwBii*Bfe. LlMibert, 
of tlje- j|p§r-;Daw Bpard^ who has had much to dojn^^i^ing 

i®® steered, HMs, Bill^"thrbugh 
^^'^-*%,^;it;; and^wtM*\yhM, - 



noixe 

m'lMght^fo nipt ; 

» . ■ ’>'■(' ' '•» -A-' - '/ \ ' O > , 



OS' TOT HOtraa O^OOMMOHIS^ 

to nisexm^ i and no other 

boat s^asif; 


•V>rfi!au--»»as. 

the znass 



Jwith a ■' steady hajid.’^hdji^ 
1*-^ he takes the helm. And see 



worll ‘ 


ever at a loss for aeshift at a 
jW 'with the momoting wave; 
lerous, shifts hisAJelm, and, st^i 
lastHC^^®*®^^s, sees them race by him. ^La^rsaagr * 

cui/Mr. f itself, threatenin^.wreck,e he 

p- .'Veks and finds a passage another w^^l-iCt '^ 
, riter Wling in thiS way with btt»ker»/'te«' 
^refits, threatening waves, and all sorts of dangels 'fdr • 
r.-onths, he cbnquers, and gets his craft jcito still walM-'or 
safe haAour\at last. In plain English, and witldut^’a 
metaphor, bypasses his Bill; and all must allow, Shel^ 
rein mg Whigs, fierce ultra Tories, dubious Conservative^ 'i' 
or sympathising Eadicals, that for tac^droitness; : Lnd' 
sloli',^ the man that conquered all these Acuities ha's ho 
anpenor,and scarcely an equal, in Parliamentary .histo^ ' 
In short,:- whatever we inay thing of him, he w h' verv ' 
Ojever fellow. » - -i * 


.Hoy. 88 , 1867 . re-asstonbled on the^ l'’^h- ofi^?" 

.No^«“ber. In the debate::on th^addmsh' “ 
followed Mr. Gladstone, gnd bj' 
we Jmlw that the debate woidd sodii end. ' 'TA'^B^'Oban 

ro.,- .eviSe^>p|^^S 


ih|ii^'''MraceEullv and 'tonchihgM^^i’^^ii^-=^''i'Lf'^^'- 









humain;^ tltese amenities l' 
have c)ftfen-:W 
hefejd 

one.-/'”jL 

tihan^ 

"Votdffnot 

he, lor 


tL'*^ 

^ ^WO oelebiated hien 




*he 


l^Sat his oppsnent wai woun^*^^“ 


is‘ si)ear and passed on. 
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yitAtHBR of the house ”r-DISRAELl’S ” OoffipREW 
.jmRLS”— GLADSTONE’S EENE\S[BID lOUBH— AN ISRAEL-- ' 
rfISH PRIME MINISTER— MR. JACOB BRIGHT'S 
ipBEOH, IN THE DEBATE ON THE CONDITION OF IREjLijjD-:- 
JOHN bright’s GREAT ORATION— D^BUT , OF ff.MRV 
WILLIAM H. GLADSTONE — THE IRISH 'CHURCH 
QUESTION- LOWE HIMSELF AGAIN— THE BUDGET OF 
1868— A RETROSPECT. ; 


The falher of the House is Lord Hotham. 
Feb. 22, 1868 . entered Parliament in 18'^. We have 


,.C3 


-noticed before the silent and gradual operations of Time., 
Here is an example. The noble Lord is in his seventy- 
' -^purth year, but he is as erect as he was” when he ijj&cfcd 
, '^th his regiment of Guards at Waterloo; and to see him 
• rhn when a division is called ycu would not deem him to ha 
, more than fifty. And how silently, and almost imperceptibly; 
the ’artist Time is laying on his shades I • Bf effort of 
(.inaginatipn we have called up'^^befor? our ^nd’sjyA Lord 
twelve years ago, and j^e ca^j^scein but 


O 
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" (JoEpSOEBW CUBES. ” 

of^e fmous dialogue between Horace and 

tI ^a^ogae is between 

Derby* BBd^CJla^tone, and it is Derby,now* speaking:— 


* !»««* iroi# B»ellte-l0V6’s outworn, 

^P' By Dizzy's oof ksorew curls is drawn 2 

niT-c* a . . * 






o vuT&surew ouris IS Cl 
^y forfeit-life^'U freely give, 

^ So Dizzy beC!:er life may live.** ^ 

mere Me Jhose corkscrew curls? Go^ei* Tetn^ edax 
• T obbterated 2hem, or rather siraightened them 
,wto shghtly wavy ^oc^s. But the ChanLuor of the Ex- 
Chequer looks well, and'is all himself-^iK:™ to the 
mark-as Bie shall soon have to show. Next in order comes 
GMstone ; su’d of him, too, we may report that he is 
evidently m vigorous health.. In 1866, worried and per- 
plexed by Toz^v Philistines in his front, arid perfidious 
Adiri Wes on his flank, and on all hands vexed with the 
contradictions of political smners, his face was ploughed 
with anxieties, and he looked at times, as one said, as * 
miserable , as a moulting fowl. But all that has passed 
away, and now, to continue our friend’s metaphor, he is 
again m full feather. Nature never made a countenance 
we sensitive, more perfectly an index and outward and 
Wble -S^^ of the inward emotions of the mind, than - 
, Waditones. He. cau no more hide his feelings than he 
suppress his thoughts. His is. indeed, a most ex-' 
pres^ive face, and when lighted up, as it always is when 
speaking With animation, or even when at rest in calm 
“ liandsdme face, if beauty of countenance con- 
sftteth as much m •egression as in correctness of features, 
as maiy hpld it«oesi Sometimes, when we .hajfp looked at 
lum Whrie he was in one of his best moo^,' ^ rememLed 
fau^ and mis|p^s alleged against him. we Ekve been 
,*®8|dy to a:^5jr fo^him -the wordslpf Pope, slightly altered— 

’ ' trifling errotg fgU, i 
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Mr. Bnglxt il' eviaentiy ia fepod I^th ap# apiate^ ; Si 
;go^ spWta he may weU fee^.ioir 

■■7i :,<»p:^|^|«!hmiae]/^ the' positien ^pf 

^ow, his old *eitemies b® 

,'he ^is:"^'’g)jpat statesman ; for have they not hi 
‘ adop^d, and* carried out, one by, one, most ‘of 
“ Conqueror 1” ^id one. “He is,„Sir, more'than a 50 n\? 
queror ; for not ^y is he victorious over his fo6a»*btit he*' 
has compelled^em tb be his a^es.” In appearance the**: 
great Tribune of the people is much the same as he has ' 

- been for many years. He is verging Jioward^ ^Sty-”in his • 
fifty-seventh year, we believe; but there is upon bitn nov 
apparent projected shadow of old age. He is still strong, -i 
active, vigorous ; and Time as yet has wrif^bn no vronkles^ c, 
on his brow. Mr. John Stuart Mill, whe> did not show m ' 
November, is now here, fresh from his retreat in France, ' 
where he has been writing a pamphlet on Irish wrongs, and 

. is evidently quite up to his prospective work. . • ; - \ 

We have left ourselves little room to' describe what the ■ 
House has done, but there is enough; ’for, k?. truth, it haS' ' 
' done but little. Disraeli may be said to have opeped ffie 
ball with that remarkable and chafacteristic spe^lr of his. 
;jgn the introduction of his Bill for amending the law relating 
to election petitions. In this speech the Chancellor of - 
the Exchequer displayed most o', his peculiar qu^litios-^hia . 
. command of language, his nice percepticXp of the force of f 
i^ords. Disraeli’s words are always fitly ^chosefi. He^ay, 
perhaps, as aU Ministers do, sekct an ttnfit man for a plat^,'; 
;^ut B. nevesisal^-an unfit word. Then, ’^eifTirtB quite f 
% mark, how admirably arp his sentenced r con* ; . « 
Nounore artisticj^joinery wgl^yeibseea ©smrthfttr t^ 


®^htences exhibit 


seinehalftderieiis. 





mWISTBB. ^ 03 

When he was apealdng so 
;it%Ji|aies,fwaa^p serionsof satirical? pntil 

^ thought him' seriohs,,;c 
m|mew a tone fit mockery over tl^,,whoiIei . We ^ 

T „ sentence,* and let our readers judge. The 
i^ceUOT ;of riie^Excl^quer wished -to place-^he 'duW of ’ 
petitions Spon the Judges «£ the Court of 
^ ^ Lordships unaymously objected ; 

, p^actiWjy refused to^take it; upon which* refusal Disraeli 
, thus sjidke:— , . ’ - 

. StaeicTbv f conviction have been Ta^y 11^ ‘ 

ta OM aum f, considerations, aithoiigh the highest mthoritv has told 


' „;'V, 

li, 1868 . March, is now a long 

^ time ago; but, nevertheless, the ceremonial of 
that-evemng-so interesting, so remarkable-must not be' 
.^owfed to go ,mnotice<l^ First appearances of Prims ' 
.■ M^sters-^ Piime Ministers-on the Parliamentary stage’ 

■ ^^t common events ; . butUhe first appearance which we 
; hAvo^ow to cljronicle, witH aU its marvellous circumstances 
uncommon— it. is uni^lle. - ite lik^df it 
,;jj^i^dbe^ and wiU probabl^ nev^ happen again/ 
Jt, hfflct^* nsbny centurie}-the/ wholb* length oJ;. <>ur’ 
^mejaber, of; the Je^l^^ 
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ingly improbable that tor centtiries to come England will 
see anoth^ member of that race tin sndi a*;position. 'And 
here be it note^ that Mr. Disraeli is hot a concealed 
jew. : ’ We have many such in England— meh 'Vhp' have 
■ changed their names to hide their descent, and :.we 'have 
several of Jhem in the House of Commons. But Mf. 
Disraeli does conceal his r£*3e. On Ae conlrary, he 
avows it, and gl(^ies in it in all his,books. honour to, 
him therefor. In the life of his fat^er^ prefixed 'ia’a heW 
. edition of “ Th^ Curiosities of Literature,” he telks us that 
the, family, whose name was not a,» first Disraeli, deliberately 
choose it that they might proclaim to^ the that they 

are of “ Israel,” as the name imports. The First Lord of 
the Treasury signs his name Dfsraeli. We have his signature 
now; before us, but his father signed DTsraeyf Mr. Disraeli 
does not belong to the old Jewish religious-tjommunity. He 
professes the Christian faith, but he does not allow that he ' 
is a “ converted Jew.” The Christian religion is, he says, 
the Jewish religion completed; and, so far from allowing 
that he is converted to a strange faith, he says that the whole 
Christian world has been converted to his. And no doubt, 
if his first position be true— that the Christian religion % ' 
4he Jewish religion completed — and* this no Chriltian will, 
deny — than his corollary that the whole Christian wofld l!s ' 
converted to his faith must be true also, although the whole 
Christian world, probably, never’ saw the mattgr in this» 
light until our present Premier revealed ‘^t. Mr. Disraeli, 
then, did not attempt to conc^l his race jyhen he begaa his 
political career ; on the contrary^ he opRniy avowed that he. 
was d *Jew-^boast^vof the fact, gloried in it ; .thre'w down , 
the gauni^lgt to all other race's, asserting that his is superior / 
to them all, and«will surviv^them aU^N^ev bow*bravely, 
'r-'defltotlj^i ani even fiercely he trumpeti^for%hi%^htdlenge i“t 
V'Pure-racfes,^ he makes Bidonialsay€n “CCaingSbv.”< *‘rif r 
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, Oaucastis [an^^e boasts,that he is of the purest race, of 
Ciupasiaiis] may be ’persecuted, but cannot be despised, 
excep’t l^y thd brtltal ignorance of sotne mongrel breed that 
branches 'fagots and }^\i^s extermination, but is itself 
exieiminated without pelsecution by the irresistible law of 
nature, Wliich i* falal toVpirs.” This was jj^itW, in 1844, 
when tfe 1^^ been in Parliament seven years. Thus 
weig h^ . then, with sS the odium attached to the Jewish 
naane^^nd which,^so' far from attempting to mitigate, he 
thus openly defies and greats with scorn — ^he began * his 
antagonisthih^ruggle with the pride and prejudices of per- 
haps the most excluslx^, the proudest, and the most bigoted 
aristocracy in the world. "What chances were there of even 
tne slightest .■'uccess ? The odds were a million to one 
against him. T'\iere was at that time no speculator, how- 
ever adventurous, who would have dared to back him against 
such a field, especially after his well-known and memorable 
failure in the House of Commons, when he had to sink back 
ih his seat covered with disgrace, and, as men thought, 
extinguished ,for^ver. And now he is Premier of England, 
iindlour Dukes, three Earls, two Lords, two Baronets, and 
foli* coiaatry gentlemea are in his Cabinet, proud to follow 
lead, whilst behind him sits a compact party of gentlemen, 
^most of whom are of the aristoer?,tic class, and all of whom, 

, wjth few exceptions, are fifepared to give him their support ! 

■Well, on that Thursday evening this conqueror in such a 
' lojig#,and desperate struggle, , this winner against such tre- 
mendous odds, ma-ohed ipto the House. It was exactly 
; ;4wenQf-nine mdnutes past four clock .when ap- 

; pdared.. There ^s an imposing array of^memberti to receive ; 
bim. House w^^prowdecf,.and the galleri^ 

.•w^e,.^ai^|^y;}!Occimied. There has been s^e ^spute .as: 
itpc tjtw nuu^er in'^jfbicji the new Premier VttB |p0wved. 

; Some of t^ pa^^srx^ tell us that his rece^tipp 




ri^ py doioioNSr 

'Hi, 
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•;-v,. ;';'l 'r 

astio ; oibe^; 
bwp 


Ig^ genergtis pi^d hepaiy^:; l0^^^eAQ 
not we ever heard Ipuder 

time pf the, evening. We must take the h6iur!i^|;nd 'bp|rr 
circnjnstancegy^to consideratioi^^ The time , to 4iei^;ii|^|2 
roarions, long-continued cheering is from elev<A to^ttveh^g/; 
wheii the members have dined and Willed; you^wonl^j'hat'iiJ^; 
expect a gentleman to sing a song before, dinner, {^pd’^tfem: 
less'^could you expect his friends^to join uproariously 'ih' ja ; 
chorus. So the House never gets up its full qj!,««ring power • 
till an hour or two after dinner. I'fien, remember ihat, - 
important as the appearance o£ Disraeli in his new character 
was, there was nothing very exciting in it. We never haVe 
that “ringing, re-echoing sound ” which th^apers allude to j 
except on>occasions when the House is engaged in a desperate , 
party struggle, bn which the fate of a Government is depend- ■ 
ing, and every man on each side is wrought up to fiery'’ 
excitement. The truth is, that dining and wining impart to / 
us electricity, which the friction of fierce edmb^t brings out, 
and then, of course, we have thunder and lightning. OtBP/ ; 
opinion- is that, considering that there had been no previous ■ , 
exciting struggle, and that it was before dinner, the Tirib 
-Lord’s reception was aE-c3:I/husiastic as he could eSpect. 
But whether his reception was oivwas not enthusi^isti®, this., 
one thing is certain — the First Lord of theeTreasury hiro^lf, 

, wus iiot inspired that night, .^t the commencement p^hi^ 
speech — ^that part of it in whic^he eulogised Lord Derby-^ 
,'j^e di^igged heavily, times faltered* and *fetumbled?i;HeJ 
^ Seeined at^gnee, as w;e thought, at a loss fi>r ideaa and.^h^' 
W of Lo^l Derby,, 

iv tp^a he l^ad ijleared ithis^ral^ect he go! to ’ 
himself ;,:But this u 
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^ him was a strong body of Liberals, 

'Qovemmfn^ j^tl^ese li^ nmst *t 
opposision by disclosing tob'-iiniited 
; . r ConservatiW supporters; he 

. their fagfs of a too liberal r><^cy. Once. 

', qihckly recovered llmself/ v Our 

he said, “will be a Uberal policy.” . Loud, 
. bih^irB^wom the Opposition greeted this announcement, 

, ' Conservatives* were silent and glum. Disraeli 

saw^^s error ; he^had alarmed his' supporters, and, 
tiur^g slightly rouffdthe promptly added, “a truly liberal 
. pohcy ; ” and thereupon the^ Conservatives loudly cheered 
and the Liberals loudly laughed. “ Not liberal in the sense 
m whiph those\'Tladical fellows understand the words, but 
truly Uberal that is, as you know. Conservative; eh, 

.. pntlemen, you understand ! ” . This seemed to be the mean- 
- ing of his correction. “ I have always held, you know, 
"that conservatism is the true liberal policy.” This was 
adroitly dene, kit it painfully reminded us of the historic 
Middleman to whom he in former years likened Sir Eobert 
• . Peel. (.jAiter the Pir"t Lord rose Mr. Pleydell Bouverie, 
j indt for five mimjtes spoke vigorously and to the point ; but 
he s^n got in “wandering r’aze^ lost,” and destroyed ^ 
impression which he j^ad made. The right hon. gentle- 
f , men threw a bait, for a coalition, but he did not get a single 

sat down the compact masses of 
members on eacB,^ide loosened and broke up, leaving 8m 
Bowyer to maunder way to. ve^ifew 

the close of his maun^ig the Hoiifle||^^ly 


^sp^h as not; a nf 
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time speakers at first, and afterwards succeed. Disraeli’s" 
is notoriously a case in point. 'W% h%ve als^eaid members 
jS!|ke ve^ passable, (PH even successful, first spee^^i who 
were never .aftlrwards able to Ifold the attention bi thoo 
House. Mr. Btitler-Johnstone’s ^rst speech'^as generally . 


applauded, ^t he has never n|^n to<>the ley^ of' that 
speech sinceT^^he general law*here, thoug]^is,’*as it iS / 
..all through nature, a law of growths If a man ^(fily Ixas'i 
the gift of speaking, his first speed#" is«>reas&iably*gOod-^'; 
rarely superexcellent ; fils second io better, and h^goes on 
improving until he grows up to tae highest pojj,t attainable 
by his powers. On Thursday week Mr.' Jacofi Bright made 
his maiden speech; and, if this law holds good in his case, 
the House will have got another considerable addition to its 
speaking power ; for Mr. Jacob Bright’s s^ech was really ' 
exceedingly good. It was well conceived, tersely expressed, 
and, barring a slight nervousness, which was natural'enough ' 
and will wear off, quietly and effectively delivered. -Mr. 
Jacob Bright is not much like his illustrious brother. He ■ 
is taller, not so bulky; his face is not so biiciad, but higher; ' 
and he wears a beard and moustache, whilst hfii brother, • 
everybody knows, is closely shaven.,. He is, acco^dhig to 
Dod, ten years younger tha'u his brother. , ' r, 

Mr. John Bright rose^n^jthe following night. Several 
other members rose at the same moment; but, of course, 

/r> 9 

Mr. Speaker could see none out' him. ^omeliofes, when 
a number of men rise at the same time — ahd w| have seen 
twenty members on their legs ‘at once fifing this debate—^ 
Mr* Speaker’s call is djspi>i=.;dr7*and hero letous say that it 
is no^disorderly to depute the Speaker’s call, if it be'done 
in an orderly manner. 

, Mr. SpChker has made 
often dqhe.^ ifhe orderly way is tl|^iB : IfcMr. 
upon Mr; 2L, ajod j^ereJiB evidently h ’ • 






B, Bo&e o&e EAiould rise aad move that Mr. B be heard. But 
^is^plan is nSely adopted, and for this, reason: on the 
motion^i|at B'^be heard^:‘ A, '"in possession, might speak, anSf 
, .souldi^eliYer the speech -v^hioh he intended to deliver, and 
thus gain' pribHty after £^. This, however, by the way. 
Nobody deputed, tile Sp«>;5|:er’s call for Kright. All 
who had»rise? dropped down in a moment men they saw 
ihe grest (^rator on hisJags. Of course the House was full. 
It . had ^ebn known; fol an hour or more that Mr. Bright 
would risS about ten, ahb' some time before that hour the 
members wljj^ had gone '^away to dine returned. Mr. 
Newdegate spoke imntediately before Bright. He was 
listened to with commendable patience, as in a solemn 
and sonorous tone he denounced Popery as the cause of 
Fenianism and very other ill under the sun. Though 
patient under the infliction, the House was not quiet whilst 
Newdegate spoke; but when Bright rose a spell was at 
once thrown over the members. And now, what shall we 
say about that magnificent speech ? The best thing to do 
is, WO think, to saf little or nothing. His beautiful perora- 
tiio sentences' were given with admirable effect. Mr. Bright • 
is not S\rapid speaker, iind he rarely speaks at the highest 
piteh x)f his voice but as he app: cached his peroration he, 
wackened his speed somewhat,,frj|i Jowered his voice, as if to 
bring it more into harmonj^with the solemnity of the Words. 
But, thou^ he lowered his voice, such was the stillness-^ 
a Stress qf tKe desert — and the rapt attention of the 
Bdembers, that eveiy^word feU upon the ear as distinotly as 
the tone of a beil in the silence ui^itbimight.- .The scene in ^ 
the House, the »wful silence, the rapt attention of fhe 


liy^men B^rt ^all, the greatest << oj 'hdpdetn- - 

-undergraduateSf {^d $yeii'i^e 
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_ . :.,poald:n6f)tp.w||i^^| 

<: ; of the body? Many *aQ ^*dif|' 

Ji^ard. Vho could 'carry away the members ^ tb|^ ..^c(i , 

ol^^jthusiasm ; but tl^e is only one.enan byl^ 

' ?;' who can impress them as they were impressed! thafpigbiti .1, 

• In a ve^ few years, unless the*CMrrent should '^{mge^, * 

' and there are no sign^^of change — all jfche / spe^- 

mg power will be on the Liberal side of the Houm. . ^Eve:^ 
year Liberal speakers are commg to the fj^aiit, whilat the 
Conservatives, for many years, hfliv§ not gained a single * 
recruit. • Moreover, two qf their best speakers-rLoid- 
Stanley and Lord Cranbome — must i^vitably, at * 00 * 
distant day, take their flight to the Uj^r House. But. 
on the Liberal side the speakers are constantly increasing. , 

- • "We have already noticed the successful dSbuf of Mr. Jacob. 
Bright ; we now have to chronicle the first appearance of 
another new speaker — Mr. William Henry Gladstone, son 
of Mr. William Ewart Gladstone, claf>um et vemrahiU. 
nomen ! Mr. W. H. Gladstone came into i’arliament,«iia. 
186§, as member for Chester. We^have been long*expec|r: 
ing that some night he w^uld .rise to speak, and on Monday 
night he suddenly di^.^Owi-Jt was towards the closdof the 
dinner-time when he got up, d of course he ha^ not a 
large audience. Fit audience, though 'few, we may say; Sfr 
. ^audience, because few, no doubt the new speaker tbydg^t.:- 
There is not much in young Gladqjone that re Tuin ds 
plPf ^® father ; a sba^gstUriilehess hoW andHhen.Jfit#aorQ|i|’.' 
;4;1^e face; but in bpild, and manner, ancf walk he' is, 
;^^,|J^erent; ^ Thq father is quidk, impetuoim^e|tle^;^ndq " ^ 

; '' 6ld(^,^ ;'^tb activity , of min3 tihbj 





ifiB ^{l8^ ohuboh;. 


of someiwjiat'tau,. and good-looking; but 

and,Jbx no^S^a impufeivo. 
• ^ pughf not to bo^.tpken a^ 

^ powers,. e8j)ecially the first speech pf a 

" "-^f ■ Bui we may say thus mucfi — 

,... „^^®,,l!poke with caluil’ess, ease, and proprhfty.- That 
f^® 0-^'’'tor is hardly likely; but, whilst we listeued 

t6 h^, '1^ thought Uiscemed thp elements of a very 
go<^, aui^ljgeful spg::S^^^ 






■ Mar. 2(1,1868. oight a great crowd at the House 

■’ > A- , came to She Gladstone throw down the 
gatmtiet on the Irish Churclj question and the Prime 
hllhister take it ^up. Gladstone was in full feather, and 
lively as. a lark, \lndeed, it has been noticed that never 
was,,:, the ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer in better, health 
or ip higher spirits than he has been this Session. That 
wonderful oration on Irish matters last week was delivered ■ 
with Mtonirhing fervour, and even exultation. Disraeli, 
too, wEen he piclsftd up the glove was equal to the occasion 
-—Cblm, ^dignified, courteous, and generous. “Give the 
right hon# gentleman a^ay; of course, we shall be happy 
|o ihake every possible arrangem^t of the public business 
to get S day for him; nay, wa-.‘^!!.j’^nge to give him a 
vreek.” •Of^course, as these^ohampions entered the lists they 

respective partisans. But, 
fchpugfh^israeli was^so cool, collected, and dignified, he 
hic^t Jmow that a vtry fonqd ^able battle is at hand — one 
tequife all his daring^JlW^ffneralship. Bulyjre . 
^^^r^y .upon it tfiat he will benuite equal to the exigenpy^ 
^.(written|as he aoknpTyledge^ 

aj.boy) ,fe^4^ 


c ocont . (to ft 
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a man, of his own ener^, may hot ex^^te himself, as 
a mariner hy vtlj^ rattling of his panhbp. ean dis^pate the 
' impending waterspo&t.” Forty ^ears have come^'iand gone 
since this Was written, and difiring that long tjme hoW often 
has he proved the trath of his'&eory ? how often ; has h^ 
by the rd|tl^g of his canno^^ dispersed theoimpendihg 
waterispout ? Next Monday, then, the fight^ to begin. It 
will not end, probably, till Satuidtp/ morning. <r^d how 
• will it end? Ah ! hw indeed I ^ I j^n'iQy on^^oould get 
a ‘ tip ’ as to that,” said a betting* member, “ he might make 
f a potful of money ; for both s'des are hop^l, if not con- 
fident; and betting-men on both Sides are quite ready to 
back their party.” There^ was a time when we could 
generally foresee the result of a party struggle, for then 
as soon as the trumpet sounded every i^an took .his side. 
But th^t time is passed ; some say, never to return. If the 
Government should win, all things will go on as heretofore ; 
but if Gladstone should carry his resolutions, what will 
happen then? Will Disraeli dissolve? This question has 
since Friday week been anxiously asked ** thousanS*timeB, 
but to it there has come no certain answe^ Nor do«ve 
believe that we shall get any answer before th% division. 


After the Prime Minister'^ad replied to Gladstone last»w6ek, 
it was generally thoughlth,.t,he had threatened a dissfllution ; 
but, on reading his "'speech the J^llowing morning, '^e could 
find no such threat. He said that the question ought to he. 


relegated to the next Parliament, but nothing mor^^ And 
it occurred to us, as we read this, ths^^'^possibly here might 
lie in it, half conce^g/jssEfS^lf revealed, his futurePpolicy. , 
Is^ not possible that the Prime Ministefi*, if defeated, mayi 
Isay, “ We' accept the deciston provis^mlly^ as the ^ccision 
;bf an unrefprmed, dying Parliameift; W,^aJl t^ iii>; 
action upon* it until it shall have been subnSittod-^ td^ ' 
v iejormed. Parliament.” “Depend it^^' ^t h foi- ' 
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sqniie, ''however SQdbessfnlly you may t^k you 
have stopped tiii«earth, this cunuing fox kno^s some bole 


unstoppe^’’ 


■ «*V 


iprilll, 186 & 


lis is tbe hole. 

The Eighi'^Honotirable Eobert LowiJ arose on 
the th: 


Jtionoui 

th^d nigm of the debate, “emerging,” as 
sraeli ■wi|tily said afterwi;;<^s, amidst loud laughter,. “from 
his cave of som^^Ofe cynical habitation,” meaning Diogenes’s 
Sub. Lowe is cj^ifcal, no doubt. Take all the jeers 
and sneers*^50in 4 i;e of his spee<^ 8 , the residuum would 
be very flat and insipid. '“Sometimes his sneers ate argu- 
ments, as sn<^s often are) or rather tbe arguments are 
made more penetratiIlg,*more pungent by the sneer, and, 
when so uged, sneering is justifiable. But nobody is 
justified in sneering, not to refute but merely to wound an 
opponent, Mr. 'ifjowe is sometimes thus acrimonious. 
There was little of this, however, in his speech on Thursday 
night week; there was cynicism in his speech, but it was 
not spiteful. Generally, the speech was continuously argu- 
mentative, and the argumentation was as incisive as a 
sword.' Take th» passage as an example: — “Gentlemen 
talk;, of a comp'act made at the time of the Union ; but how 
many Cfajbolics were i» the Irish Parliament when the- 
compact was made?” We had s^en this compact bubble 
. blown Up to large dimensionsi^Vut see how, by a touch of 
Lowe’s ^ethereal sword, it^s made to cSilapse and vanish. 
The peror^ion of this remarkable speech was finely con-. 
’ ceivej ^d effectively del’vered.^ We reproduce it, and then 


pass on ;- 


*'■ 


' *' The Irish Church is founded on injustice— oh the dominant rights. oMhe^ . 

feVr over the many. It^shall not stf d.,- You call it a missionary Chuinh i , 
its inigsion^ unfulfilled. >tt is like soiu exotic brought from 
' gfeiil pains pndsuwless trouble, and |ept alive with till great«gtdW.tfity,' - 

< Si^ n^se hSaq^ndragenlal- soil. The curse of barrenh^|. ]tt .Vfi^:^^i 

ill wee^ ; B beam wbl^ it yields no ftifit;;;, iOtitit,doTOi tthy 



s maiden speech wm one of ‘ 

:;a# at the same .time effectiv^ofatior^s that 

heard. Since th%n Mr. C81endge®has toen 
several times; but never, till Friday wee2,^d he Oom^neai 
^8 mmden speech, and his laurel J,e^ to- ^k^^iw 

, fOT that speech br exceeded in power the one. that' 
gained hnn so much honour two yeaps agof Indeed 
^ oaUed npon to give a prize for the heat speech in the 
Mate, we should, we thinl, award it to Mr. -Oolfflidii 
Tins speech places Mr. Coleridge at once in that gahS- 

SO f^6us jn the eyes of the world. ^ 

Disraeli spoke in his own midnight manner. We 

chmcterise it thus because his midnight manner is very 

Afferent from the more sober style in which he speaks earlj 

If" paradoxical, h‘e is.wilSy so after 

^ be Witts; bukt- 

..nudmght his speeches cjjackle with" witticisms. He can be ' 

; severe at six, but at twelife he often becomes insulting ^d i ’ 

cloudy enough^>ws sornmirnes dull in the early £emng 
;,but Icbto 8it ni^ht whGIl hfi Tna - . 

' wearisome. . 

■' W 28 , 1868. Sioce t^^Fjatar holiday the proceedings of. 
^rvu rj H0flS?h^ been not only®duU, but mfifaMW 

^hi^uthesltatingly, thjt we shojdd haye^^lS^I 
■from;:tb6f|r6p»er on that rnght.* Bu^ottht^^ 

tel . ..i:,, i 
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' ' . " ^ pit THB GOVBBNMBNT. 

- -' ^ '"'I , , t 

If Pitf^erl^ *'m^e a 'statement ’’ his 

Intenti^ yKia||p{ertain^ ^ye^ been 33iade known. He 
wonli, Ibadef bl Hbi^ilpposition. 

^ sen^ notice to Mr, Glyh/ the^' chief 

£iib«^{^m]^;^d heVonli by circular Have transmitted it 
t(;fc’:‘ff^^^^iiSjer ^f hfs ^arty. Such is the. courtesy^ 
pfac,^ei^^Jl^*^S(jlitical belligerents here. And, *of . coutse, 
before’. 4.^' the^J^tase. would have been full. But at that 
fioufeltlie*^ous^was \ery thinly attended ; and by that 
token we |pew aTO9ce,tb|t t here^ ould be no ministerial 
explanation. And there was none. Some of the members, 
^.j^thotigh, had o^e down. Ally expecting that something' 
woulf be said about the future policy of the Government ; 
and, when they learned that nothing would be said, they 
, could not help muttering and grumbling out in monotones 
, their surprise. Alid certainly it was strange, very strange, 
perhaps unprecedented. On the eve of the Easier holi- 
days the Government was defeated oh a most important 
question (the resolution on the Irish Church) — one would 
say a vital question — by a very large majority. When the 
majority was^an^lounced that Saturday morning many 
thJiight^that the House would sit on Monday in order 
that Disrieli might makfe known what course he meant to 
'4 take; and, when it was discovered that he did not intend 

H ' Ji ’ # 

to do this, men said, “ Well, We must h|ive an explanation 
. the firs> d|y after the holidays.” But, as we have said, • 


'^bno was given. Disraeli walked into the House about 
SbSflcOQl and calq;i as if nothing had happened; and the 
•btkff Ministers, vdtl^their borep.jn their hands, with equaf}« 
' '(^ines§, followe& the example of thm? chief, “ On Tu^sd$^ [ 
t'^enf peri^^^ we* sMl have tfais explanation, ”.^e .saidi^| 


If^Tor'^ wiu^ remembgr that th6^41iunder^rfV<|f;'^ 
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failing a volontary explanatiAt, one ought to be cl^iaiided. 
*'.Sa];ely,” smd we, as we read* that artidiFitiA l^djre^^^ 
no doubt, $ai| tfib safiae, “.something must be sMd^o-night.” 

. There was, too, a Cabinet jn^eting somewhat , siiddeniy 
summoned for that day; and, oA the whole, it wai .thought 
by many t^at at half-past four Disraeli'' woufdjj;'^and lay 
before the ilSbuse his policy. And, when ^use met, 
there was a much larger attendi^ce^4^n on Jfondayj 
Besides this, there were othei^ gn^Mes observable. 
Gladstone, who was not*p’’“sent-. on ]Vfonday,‘B93Be rushing 
into the House, in his impetuous way, looking, if not 
excited, very li'.ely. Then, immediately fifterwards, the* 
Premier and a couple of Cabinet Ministers entered and 
took their seats. “ Ah ! ” said we, as we marked all t^is, 
“we are to have something to-night. The Premier will 
probably voluntarily give a statement ; but if not, Gladstone 
means “to compel him to speak. One or the other will 
certainly rise, when the questions are over and the regular 
business of the night shall be called ; ’’ and patiently we 
waited till that time should arrive. The first notice of 
motion was, “ Mr. Shaw Lefevre to moye fordeave to bring 
in .a Bill to regulate the property of married women,” And 
when Mr. Speaker was about to call upon the hon? member, 
we looked at the Treasury Bench for a sign, but tl^re was 
none. Disraeli *cold, uffpassive, immovable, with his 
eyes fixed upon, the floor. W4’' turned to .theoOp^Gsition * 
bench, but neither was there any movement there. “ Mr. 
Lefevre,” said the Speaker, and at on«e Mr. TiefevJe^rose 
and began his speech^j^^^^^Tfee House vfits well filled^^at the 
ti£«; but as soon as Mr. Lefevre’s voiye was heard half 
the members rose %nd warTfiered aw^, to discuss in Imots 0 
; and clusters thib strange st&te of affairs, euerywherb wo 
heard snatches of ^k like thi^:— “ Cool V 

“It. is ilhpreoedented, is it'"nQ|?”a^I remerttW 
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?’* , “ Nor 

. the House ‘ 

the busijjesd i went on calmly and 4^tly,\'‘pefevre, as Ins 
jaaiinsrr is^i^cii^^^ and iSgically unfbli^g^ his l&hbject to - 
some ^ne^bers, all lisi^ning or appearing to list^, with > 
quiet if%^^t>fo^d attention, reminding us pf* the Italian 
peasants ^ear^^aravius, who go on coolly with their^work, 
albeit tho^mount<i,3 oi^y>the other day spouted fire and lavaj 
pnd may a^any* jnoment explode again. 


to^9JS(jgdik^^ “ He does ?lot mean to go out 
disB<^Ti^* » Jjissolvei . iTo.” Metowhile i 


i May a 1868. * The^ meaning of this word is a bag 

OT saSk? Eormerly, no doubt the Chancellor of 
Exchequer used to bring down his papers, when he- had 
to lay before the House the finJlncial statement for the year, 
in a bag. Green, blue, or red ; probably green, for that 
was the colour of official bags until the trial o| Queen- 
Caroline in 1820. Then, because the Government papers 
and evidence against her Majesty were laid upon the table 
of the House of Lords enclosed in a green bag, official 
■green bags all ovjy: the country became hateful to the people, 
ItfjWas a common thing during the trial to get up bonfires to 
burn the CTeen bag. TJie writer of this article assisted* at 
on© of these ceremonies. After this green bags silently 
disappeored. Indeed, it _was scarcely safe for a lawyer to ' 
carrf a ^een bag^tlifbugh'^he“ streets. 'Ljit the Chancellor 
ofi the' [Exchequer does not use a bag now. His papers ^e 
^ouse, like those of all other Government 
officials, in boxes — (^spatch-boxes we call them. ' 

And»here we jnay mention a funny little incident which 
. Occurred on Thursday night werk Mr Ward Hunt was l^e.. 
i The prelimipRiry busii jps was Pushed off/Bnd tbe* ; 

• Exchequer not .E«Tiye4^ Whi^^^^ 

^:^ye happened? .j^fie-TreE^u^'^iSOn^^^ 

,*^48 lObhseiwative ’wlnps/;rai^ed' 



98 ^ THB INHBB LIFE OP TH;B,H;jUSB OF 

itractedly, mqiurmg ©ye^ywte*?, 

open ^l4^,^tEe ponderous fonp^f the iiie 

• Ezci^uej- ‘appeared. A burst of cheel^^^^^^^hte|r^ 
greeted 1^ as he walked up the House. Jj*'^^ ,|?j|ei§,’s ^y . 
box?,” said he, as he locked at theiA^?ldr *^as ! jfti&e w^ 
no 'bbx.; Here was, then, a dilemrua. ^ Jo? ’^hll is ® 
Ohancellpr of the ExcheTJ^i Tljton a Budget nij^^^^thout . 
his box? especially a Ohancellpr of the Exchequer quite , 
new to his work. Gladstone would* hafe’commenced with- - 

' ' i". i - *• ' • . 

out his box, and, unaided by notes, would ha'je gone op Jor ^ 
half an hour. Again there was agitation in the Ministenal 
ranks; again the whips were flying about distractedly, 
Inquiries were made at the door, but no box had’amyed. : , 
It ought to have arrived long before. Mr. Hunt had sent it 
oflf and expected to find it on the table. But here ag^ the 
suspense was soon ended ; just as a scout was about to be 
dispatched to the Treasury, a messenger {pshed across the 
lobby with the all-important box in his hand. 'It was seb^d 
by an official of the House, hapded to , a ‘CopSh^ative 
. member who, lounging at the door, was promptly impressed 
into service for the occasioUj^and he carried it in tuiumph, 
arqidst cheering . and laughter, jto th'e^ ^^able md laid it ^ 

' before Mr. Hunt, who, smiling at it lovingly, fts a father . 


yould at a rescued child, unlocked it, op®o^it, and began 
vhiswbrk. ■' * • 

; ^^Vhat nights our Budgets used to be, ^hen: JalmfS^fon ; : 
■^)W Brenner, and^Gladstcme was Chai«5eUp|j.*of 
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/ft str|tch, at risk of ., siiffe^^ 

; ; in thl^ Imibsv^d ^Vsm, In^agP ^n|,thejiif, backs^. Behind 
, ‘ '-orowdooftftan4^i»^Jqija or-' 

•i3qua^,i^^'^t$er above .th^ In the p_eiei^i,^'^eiy.{uid 
aboyi^^Oil^^ok jj^pu might see princes, anibassadij|Si j^ch- 
-‘•bi8h<i»psj%i^^p&^ and peers of all ranks — thf one!?|^^ ofo 
thei^rb^iged '^staifd in the passage because thero: was no^ 
‘^room fO|1tbem ib arll^hilst every part of the House allotted ' 
to stBang%5.v..^3 crammed. Then, outside, what a mob 
there" tfSed to bo — filling all corridors, jamming the door- 
ways, perplexiag^^e chief authorities, bewildering the police, 
and. so annoying and itnpeding the doorkeepers that they 
had hot infrequently to summon Mr. Inspector and get him 
to nraster his force and sweep the mob of gentlemen clear, 
out of the lobby into the central hall. Such was the scene 
when Gladstone was about to open his Budget. But the 
scene on Thursday night was all different. "When Mr. 
Hunt stepped on to the boards the House was not full ; 
there Were few peers present below; the Ambassadors’ 
gallery above wa-s nearly empty ; there were gaps of vacancy 
ih the strangers’ galleries, whilst the lobby and corridors 
were vacant, silent, an^even desolate. 

%nat was the cause of this change ? Are the people 
now l8ss interested r"- financial position and prospects 


than they usefv to be?«! lf the truth liust be told, the 
. ‘Sov-or were at any time in our recollection pro- 
‘ fgtmdlp ijaterested in these anpual financial statements. ; It 
is,; and always w?f, the performer in these dramas tba|. 
.' dmw#' or repels. When crowds come down on Bh^ei 
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document. It is a mere fi&anciaJ stateme nt^T dujl'^Ve 
preposed to raise-Jby taxation las# ye%p, ^^flfW^^tually 
raise s vm|t wo to spend, wh|ii|%e "did* ^pend; 

What wa pioposo ^ spend nekfcyefix; hdw Wetprpp^e |o get„ 
the mdhhy.'*' This is the bare Budget, and it is'hpt of itself 
attractiye-^,|itatement rather to be read^uiel^ l^'-w^^ast 
than to be'listened to in the House. *BuU!iinhh ^ands of 
Gladstone, we know what a BudggSfc?^ ub‘be.' >|4 rotten, 
old tree, a ruinous, dirty cottage, and even a «du8t-heap 
itself, touched by the raysof u,utumnal setting tfun, shine 
like gold ; they appear at times to blaze like ^re. Thus Mr. 
Gladstone, wfth his brilliant genius, ubsQ to irradiate his 
financial statements ; but Mr. Hunt has none of his pre- 
decessor’s power. This all ihen knew, and therefore those 
who used to rush down to hear the financial statement in 

f 

Gladstone’s days stopped away, preferring to “jead it in the 
papers.” But let us not be mistaken; Mr. Hunt did his 
work well ; Gladstone himself • could not have made a 
financial statement clearer. 

On Monday evening, as soon as he co^ld, Mr. Disraeli 
rose to move an address of sympathy, condolence, agd 
congratulation to her Majesty concerning the attempt 
to assassinate the Duke of Edinburgh in Sydney,,, Hew 
South Wales. And now, for a minute, allow the^, writer 
.of these articlga to turn aside^frorn’'''^^ proper subject 
to say a word or two about the Eoyal aniSi-ga 
upon whopa the murderous attack 
address was made. We Bfegan to 
more than a dozen years ago; at I'iat^time thsbDuke 
bf^Edinburgh was a mera boy; since ^then we have at 



interVali often seen him-#seen himi^ the lo]l^y.;.'Of theV| 
dress; Seen hinf at ‘,^efifli^t; t^ottuig , 
hib poh| byih^ side of his mover’s oarrit^ ;- seen him in ; 
his^^bx's ^b; and, somehoWi wea&d Come Hklook at- 
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more ol Jindness than of mere loyalty. 
v^nfuW; to sa| ftaf the^ feelings have grofffn 
iaj|?^oi,*'aiJ who nave, jme ^n^elyei had the 
^eihg A, ««Hi8 face IS it ohifso , kindly 
(Ws 'heai;ipg so simple , and 'SimlyJ , that 


and 


. yotii:|iM^®lp^ liking him. When, then, |^e ^saw^m the 
papers ihatMi^db een shot at and wounded, ^e fell a pang 
' as .if life of had been endangered. This, how- 
ever; by the w^iv. Our readers, we are sure, will sympathise 
with, is !h our feelings and'^fcigive the digression. Disraeh’ 

I did not. do his'^ork well, pn such set occasions as this he 
generally fails. seems to be overborne hf the ^avity ol 
his position, as he would himself say. He attempts io be 
grand; he only succeeds in* being stilted. On Monday 
night hjs speech was formal and cold, and at times he 
faltered and hesitated. Gladstone’s speech was very 
different. We suspect that Disraeli’s was studied, pre- 
meditated. Gladstone’s, we take it, was unpremeditated, 
spontaneous. In short, there was the same difference 
between the two.,speeches as there is between the two men, 
'and that is a difference toto calo. Are there two men in 
England, or the world more different than these two ? . 



CHAPTEE 



BISBAELI’S ACTING GLADSTONE AS L^|DBB 

OPPOSITION — BBIGHT “ PDLVBRISeflT* DISBAisXit ^ 
HI^OB KNOX GIVES HIMSELF INTO THE HANfilVOB 
GLADSTONE — MODE ABOLT GLADSTONE'S LEADE^SSj^ 
OF THE OPPOSITION!. ■ V' % V ' 


Hay 9» 1868. 


On Monday, when it was known that Disraeli 
would divulge the result of his intervievr with * 
the Queen on the subject of the vote carried against the 
Government on Mr. Gladstone’s Irish Church resolutions, 

f " ' 

which result had been kept as no secret of the kind had^^ 
ever in our recollection been kept before, the House 
was as full as it could be, and more so, overhowjn^jy . 
full. The crowd surged ove r into th e upstairs iQbbies^, 
where members had to stand, craning fH^ir heads . over the ' 
shoulders of others to catch the secret as itV^ 
dro^ by drop, from the Premier’s lips. Mr^ '' 
en’^ed, was loudly cheered by‘‘his friends.^ Sooif aft<^lw 
•(^lalstone came, and, of course, the ‘House 
^bl^iS^each party backing itljman, after t^e ’ms^e|:of|t|i§;^ 
^cy; wh^tf ^ step into ib^ t: 
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"WiiO 'car^ tell:?.-?^who can tmriddle this 
rhinx? yTe disposed to say that Disrtoli, 

fre histrionio or 


wondi 

on 'thp'^ocoasjohl'tK^On^ W 

the?|i^':Mf^%S^l4«Sm|»*?hniy'%*|^^^ well 

ah4^h^\^^^0]?VJame. He oncC sai4> br'i^fnipoited 

Whlit are we allhere for biit tb^'achieve 
times we suspect that the on^objeot of his 
^life'*'oi^‘M^ l^eat'-^itical stage has been to conquei* fame 
’as .thl'^’^eatest acjbor of the day. Well, on this occasion 
he KldKcie&iyi as we roon saw, studied his part.^ He 
% beat style — ^in what we have more' than 
on^'^'C^led his early ^vehing style — calmly, sedately, in 
inebltired, stately sentences ; every word of which had been 
carefully selected to reveal, o», as some suspected, to conceal, 
his thoughts. The speech was, in truth, an artistic success ; 
nothing more perfectly artistic was ever delivered in the 
House; So perfect was it that, as we listened to it, we, old 
.stagers as we are, were almost led to believe that we had 
got from the Conservative leader simple unvarnished 
sincerity at last. In short, it was a speech calculated to 
deceive the moit acute. The spell was, though, whilst we 
were ^.intently listening, towards the end rather rudely 
(.listjirbbd by a chuckling laugh from a member near us. 
• ‘ W]|jiat are you laughing at?” said we, rather sharply. 
“ Why,” he replied, ” to see how this fellow is again trying 
,^ 9 ^^nmbu|: ins.” “Humbug us I Don’t you think it is 
“ I^pt exactly,” he answered. “But Xl-ladstone is 
ItIjCfi US see -whether he is humbugged.” , .'"f ^ ; 

: he was hot to be humbugged. This word ii "n^ 

O^UCimi&tary,but it is a goo^^ word nevertheless, an^jthas 
hurjfttea: dictionaries — so let it pasef. 


I've party ^ere uhdef*^^th0 ' 

^^rh^ps:h(^/had.fucc(^'d^4h||h<^^^^’<b'^^^ . , 





: l: 


• :i7! 





8®“0^;p9to^<^ can do much to deceive it ig 

quite impotent when confronted with the ^<Curiei!%^ of 
simple ptegrity and truth. Disraeli/^ be rose 'tpceply, 
topped the mask, and, like a stag at baji, boldl^v challenged 
a vote of want of confidence. This challenge was 1-eceived 
with loud cheers by the Eadicals— as mucl^ to say, ,^‘lt - 
may come to that before long.” ^ r 
On Tuesday we had another scene in this strange, . 
eventful history, only less e&iting than that of Monday 
because the audience was not so numerous. On It^onday^ 
night, in “ another place,” the Duke of Eichmond hadeaid 
that her Majesty had given the Prime Minister a sort of . 
carte blanche to dissolve whenever he pleased, whereas the 
Premier had implied that he had received permission to * 
dissolve only in certain defined circumstances. Here there- 
is a discrepancy. Which statement is true, that of' thq[> 
Premier or that of the Duke ? We must have it* out 1 
Such was the determination of the leaders of thebpposft 
tion, md at half -past four said leaders were all to the. front, 
once more to dra-j? the badger. Gladstone led, of course ; 
bnt in truth he did not do his work over we1l S.^|T6 wa sJfgg ^ 
solemn, formal, parsonic, as occasionally he haak^^h of lat^j^ 
and on this occasion you migfft, if you "had no^een hihi,* > 
have fancied he was in a pulpit. He choMd^by all'mesms; 
drc^f this sermonising style, powever, he dyew the badgw f '. > 
<^*iBiram.^ately after Gladstone had fini^d, Disr^h^rp 
But ^ye|y little, could be got*nnt of llirD^^l^ it.^^^,6^!*:, 
^r;'^:^,ji;h^:^eeh pinned.,, by., aVhccession^JhiS® 
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^‘■^•’1;;; !•"■ ,X ,--, ■ --.'[if' ,' ', 

. ^Whitbrea^t ('whose attack Mra#*^ 

4s so^ c^., jaif^ 

^eclated #that he haQ'^my^j^j^^ojsM^ to'. 

^itnsjWsh question. ’ ff ' ? 

'I ' * '* • * ^ ’■■•' ,...*-■' ' ‘ ' 

different was the conduct of the leader of 
’ V ^.'\'. the i^^hsltion when Her Majesty’s answer 
t^ the addi;;egs op the Irish Church question had been 
Gladstone was, to the eye of the spectator, 
^9-tical^iosition. It has been insidiously whispered 
^^‘r'^that Gladstone «means, and has meant all along", 
^"%aow Popery; nay, that he is himself half a Papist. ' 
PWs ^insidious rumour has* gone far and wide. The 
'‘leprous distilment” has been poured into the ears of 
bis followers and some of the weaker sort of Liberals— 


khe weak-knee’d brethren, as they have been callei^with 
Jbvious effect; and we rather think that Mr. Aytoun’s 
Resolution was one of its fruits. “We must take care of 
[^adstone, bin^him hard and fast, or else, depend upon it, 
jpme of this Irish Church property will go to the Papists.” 
fWs, or^the like of it, we have often heard of late whispered 
I'S.out in undertones. And yet there is no ground for this 
mspioion, Gladstone has given no hint, nor aught 
bpprpaching to a hint, tj^at he means to do^ anything of the 


lott.^^ Btft it is to Gladstone’s conduct on this occasion that 
pl^Wish to , 1 all attention. ^V^e watched with scrutinising' 
ye an^ the wBole of th% fight that night, and we have* 

0 Ksporfei th^ his leading was , at once honest, ’ open* ^ •* 
ipurageous, and easterly. H| ,bol^y met the propQstyf^i^ 

it, analysed ^t, and, at the 




yideSfSbd, would 
la^to -make' fe 
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obtrtfsivd motion; 


'-■a 


pafsionatj^^^ eloquent, he novels 


sucfcesB. 

the: kee]E 

M 



marchCp^li^^nijffiphahli^ ; 
che6f|3^^,|^|01early the pafty*was litStel 
and eflatij^ i£ey were once again proud (as* wellf^ 

.be) Of ' their leader. The divisjoij(f^houghfc^^l^£|^ 
crowning triumph. His party, notwithstanding, ‘?the^f 
sidious character of the resolution, voted for^Suh t&ndal^ f 

And now let us notice a masterly, move upon the^ehOs^ 
board made by Mr. Samuel Whitbread, the mehiTbli' fdi(' 
Bedford, by which he checkmated all those who whiB^ir >' 
about that Gladstone wishes to endow Popery. Mr._ Whit^ ’ 
bread, in the heat of the debate, quietly rose and moved, 
this amendment to Aytoun’s resolution — ''' , 

« That all the words after the word * that * be omitted, in order to add these „ . 
words; ‘when legislative effect shall have been given to the first resoltttion" „ 
of this Oommittee, with respeot to the Established Church of Ireland, it is 
' right and necessary that the grant to Maynooth and thf Begium Donum be . 
discontinued.* ** • \ a ; 




This Gladstone promptly accepted * of course he* did, I6r 
^ this is precisely what he meant all along to do. An^ after 
the defeat of Aytoun’s proposal, the Committee passed thd 
bnt jlution thus amended unanimously; and so rftwit wills^ 
splWfoirth to the country that, whilst the^ooservati^^j j 
,and^lei?hment proposed to levd! up by dndowir^:l?^thpli^?^ 
ba^ ivbrsity. Gladstone has bound himselftiot only |e[1a|^iisl| 
|5h9;IUijgium Donum, but to ^sendow Mayqpotlfft'fii^e.^o^^^ 
pflj^ij^pbether Mr. Wfiitbread acted in cwjcert vdt'ft 
i.^l^^hiC(ie :.tlilS' iyas a very clever mii 








MB. WHITBBBAD’S AMENDMENT. lOY 

M enett»Y in i^geS ot a friend on his flank ; 

; ' pleated them aU, %ad 

' no ; ^endmeht except 

#i^ ad(fld'i;'d'tfi'§;%diSaleteness of 

; their GeneraF with a hnij^iCof 4iithiisi- 

have not mentioned the '^mbh^ent 
||#i|j^^i ,hy that 3 ^o^jjou 8 Protestant zealot, Mr. Greene, 

^ S^Edmiind’s brewer. He wanted to tack on-to 
•.^^^s|ll?*tbrqad’s amendment these words— “And that no" ' 
Adowment of the Irish-Anglican Church be 
i,‘,,?^P¥®diothe instit^^ df other religious communions.” 

.. jput ;he^ failed on a division. Institutions ! What is an 
;.^Wtitution ? A school is certainly an institution; the 
'^^aplaincy of a gaol is an institution. Institution is any- 
'uimg that is instituted. There was a short, sharp discus- . 
sioh ,upon this proposal, and it is worthy of no’tice that 
Hisraeli and his Cabinet voted for it — albeit it was very 
vilimilar to that of Mr. Aytoun, from which they skulked % 
■ away. 


And now we'icome to the event of the evening, which has 
i^^Ot so ftiUny pens scribbling, tongues wagging, geese sibillat- 
decent, dull people sermonising, and hypocrites canting, 
as if f;h® two parties that night had got to fisticuffs on the 
{flopr^Bright punching^^Disraeli’s head, Disraeli floorinjL^ 
rtpxiglit^^|Ubrd John Manners tearing Glads^ne’s hair,^h^ 
l^dstg^irning the compliment by “ fibbing ” the 

' » or,*at all e^^nts, as if some new and'^v^, 
Ij^e&isir unprece^en^dnand most disgraceful row had occp^i'i , . 

“ thisisvise. .lilr. Glad^toneifSi;'’ ' 








l^en passed^' quietly*rose tp 
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occasion offered, would say a W<|^. ^'^en little Wai 
raging he his. bfilliant s^aff ar(^i^ hip^ 
now ins^ forces, have , be^ routeit -^hjr^^^^^^epari 
quietly ^op; me Md ? It w®uld have beej^i^p^ot, him 
to do sof v , Bui this it seems he could not do. h^a shot 
reserved^ aiidj^sullenly rising from his seat,,!^ 

the face of his triumphant foes — - . ' 

' . "i ^ 

“ I do not zise,” he said, to oppose the repoHlng ot these resolutlfti^ ; hfit 1 
think what has ooourred to-night wiU indicate to tKe Hout^g?whali will ooou£ 
in future, and that those who have introduced these resolutions*1iaTe onljp 
introduced into this country the elements of confusion.” f 


Elements of confusion introduced into the country t 
Elements of confusion ! This was more than Mr. Bright 
could endure, and straightway he leaped to his feet, and, In 
reply to this parting shot, delivered one of the most eloquent, 
scathing, jind rasping speeches that we have ever heard in 
the House of Commons. Mr. Bright had spoken twice 
during the evening, and spoken like a statesman^ — calmly 
and argumentatively. Indeed, there has been very little 
acrimony hitherto in the discussion. Thernibad been noise 
enough ; cheering and counter-cheering, ladghin^ an& 
uproarious shouts of “ Divide, divide L” when good Pim,' 
the member for Dublin, insisted upon speaking while the 
hungry members wanted to go to dinner; but theO had 
been ..no anger,i.except now and then the slightest flicker; 
and now, when all was over, that the commander-in-chief, 
of the Conservative forces should deliberately Ps gsss^ 
round and send a shot into the faces of tjiose before whom 
he had so lately quailed, was intolerablS. Br%ht rarel^says 
q hareh wor4 in thp House^ of Commons; and; though hq 
cahWiiBgry. .. .o . 

Wtfilea.angW as theiKnt bears flee i3 
^baiimu<^ e^oreed, A.om a bastj^]^ 
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tl^sTsh^i in , his face/hSd ^o^oughly roused him ; not 
ordy e^c^^ out blown Jb to a flame. Ljprd 

yo^^M(^herS ;|bid tU that^^M^^ speech liad been carefully 



Ml?. 


'^jucL by foi* usp. This is simpiy^igilly. That 
pip^bbti'^repare* his speeches there canhpt be a 
doub^ -^TJt^’ great speSker prepares his jpesches j but 
t^l^ litt!^ know* Mr. bright who fancy that he could have 


pyi^a^d such a ^p^h as this. No ; it was, in the strictest 
ilhS^of '^he word, pxtempore, as extempore as a blow which 
a mln sudde^y insulted, turning swiftly round, hurls at his 
inhltev^. And what a speech it was ! Some member once 
called Wilberforce “ Th^ honourable and religious member,” 
whefelupon Wilberforce, usually so calm and careful of 
sjjeeoh, rose and delivered one of the most biting, sarcastic 
liarangues that the House had ever heard. “ That speech,” 
said one who heard it, “ surprises me. I had no idea that 
Wilberforce had such power of sarcasm.” “ It is surpris- 
ing,” said another; “but to' me this is more surprising — 
that, having such powers, he so seldom uses them.” And 
we may say the same' of Mr. Bright. It is, indeed, sur- 
prising that^'Bl^ing such weapons at command, he should sp 
seldocft use them. The speech was immensely cheered. 
i!il4^d, •when Mr. Bright talked of the Prime Minister . 
putti^ the Sovereign to the front, the cheering was 
enthflliiaBtio, wild, and ^ prolonged that it seemed as if -it 
hever..Woitld cease. Indeed, when it did en^, it was clearly 
ihe lungs of the members and not their enthusiasm that 

f led. *<JWhen bup great t)rator sat down Lord John 
anl^arsV who hidfl, ^s he eyed Bright through his glass, 
bee|>y.wrigglin^ and writhing lor some time, giving all iSle . . 
i^ou^r-iii^d^Ce^that the punishjneni?- tbld> galli^ fcyj^ /ahd'c 
up tb rbply. 

sPbiEfldStttj^6at paw®^^^ but, Ubly'^wer 
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the air, bat, l^e firuig 9 ti];isboh^.ipii? 


;|Qk6hie£. 
Jbinis6]f -it 
fright 




i ehdoijir^he; Oathoho ChOrch. . Lord Jdim\&iS 
was aot awaro of sach a proposal. ^ Where^pj^ 

; quoted; these words from a speech made^by Lord^|(:j^|^¥y,:-rr 
"There will not, I believe, be aiyr 'Section to, 

Churches equal, but that result must beb atta^d*o^,ji^va' • 
tion and not by depression ’’^elevation by §.ndp^TOg, the ’ 
Catholic Church, and not depression by diS‘endo'f%g‘*E5^. 
Protestant. This is evidently th-i meaning, my ;^Lprd, 
though, perhaps, you did not see it ; and then the leadpr ^pf 
the Liberal party continued ih this sarcastic, cutting strswa : ' 

, ,‘^^t present I enjoy the rare advantage of enlightening . 
Cabinet Minister as to the intention of his colleagues.”^ 
One wonders what Disraeli, as he sat there, grim and. dark, 
thought of this escapade of his patrician First Jpom- 
missioner— wished him at Jericho, or Belvoir Castle,' pne 
..g^ouldsay. ^ 

acriP^®°*^^’ appeared mortiuecj and angry^ , . 

^Q^d no wonder, for the evening’s proceedings must hav^j;^ 
^pj.^en anything but satisfactory to him. First, he ]?ad«be&: , 
^jj^liged formally, on those two resolutions, to congede a ‘ 
jj^^ ictory, withouji a fight, to his gre^ opponent. To.m pld . 
^i>oHtical combatant like Disraeli, who loves fighting, pejjha^S,' ^ 
fetter than victory, this must have been very pasperatiggj4:- . : 
jjl'^en/ there was that skulking processfon out aif?BSe\back • 
j^ojor, with no result but jeers, andtsneers. and . 

^ghter. Again, that blunker of his " iy)ble iWpnd ’■ .ihay 
ifirsl^^ammissioner. of Works vexed hij^tj and| }^||yi 
J|8j|t^^|re^jqdpus;^es^^ f?om 
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hkw^s j^goid and ipeffective, and when 

h« c^e attack do little mwe 

iof theji^fficijtje^^ol, t][ie. night at 
•4ast, |3|||l5l^l^^ge;6xc^ to his^te^putatiop aa^HI able ahch 
party,^and thi^ certadiily wa($^p(^riouBl^ 
,p say ^ yet 

?ngg^|popgh;th^^ession. * e., 4 

moved, later on, for leave 
-4o bring in a Bill founded on his resolutions 
the Irish Church, up jumped, or bounded, 

■ M^jor 'Stuart Knox, Lo*d llanfurly’s son, and one of the 
fiercest . Protestant zealots in the House. Him the Irish 
.^cwoUgh of Dungannon, in the county of Tyrone, sends 
tp-.^arljament. Some affect the sun and some the shade. 

■ ^e gallant Major, from the position which he has chosen 
in the . House, would seem to like the shade, for he has 
fi^Q^ his seat high- up under the shadow of the gallery. 

. Major Knox is, no doubt, a pious man; and, if he had 
bpt discretion^ guide his pious zeal, and could but allc 
^his skippii^^pirit with some cold drop^ of rppdest 
migiffi do good in the world ; but, alas, like all Ora 
herein he fails. The gallant Major leaps, tl 
■ftitp. tfce arena to have a tilt at Gladstone. He has m 
done this, ai^ always failed ; and now he is 
the ^sts ^ce more, and, sure as he is a pigmy to a giai^ 
s Jhi^gViull^have. to bite the dust again. He fancies, though, - 
t^|it tfii^ime he is absolut^y safe ; perfectly invulnerable. .. 
‘‘ X^’^you mi|ht*m<i,gine him saying to himself, “ I l;iayej 
|^|.,%,,^g^#i^| ,D^eral leader nbw, and the House an^ 

I will pin him do^.”,, -The 'wi^^ 



I 
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o I ■« ' ^ 

appeared to b^ aajsxtrftct fronf(»e of GladstOile’i ipoeclfS 
in favoor of t^e Msh^Ohuroh. TWs the ^dlant Majdr (whc 
surely mast, be %te inost |^ of mortals), ’took wilbout 
authentiQa^ohi^ut.it inhfe poQkei^ook, d^lfe^nO<}> aS^soon 
as opportunity should o|[er, to fife it off righ^*|otG,^&lad- 
stone’s.'iace.;oand thus, as he thought, smash *the;{Iflberal 
leader for ever. And no doubt, if the extract ' fiad bemi 
genuine, the quotation of it would hafefed some danja^Ug 
effects ; but we should have thought that any ona;\iiu|h a 
glimmer of common sense would test the^aut&enticity 
of such a document before using it. This, howPj«acj^M%a; 
Kno^, strong in faith, did not flo neither did he consult 
any competent judge. Had he, now, consulted his leader,* 
that practised judge of styleowould at once have told him 
that the extract had not the sterling ring. But so proud 
was the gallant Major of this precious godsend that lie kept 
it to himself. Perhaps he feared that it might be purloined, 
and thus he might lose the great honour of smas|)iug 
(S-ladstone. How that may have been, we know not ; but 
certainly he kept the precious paper to himself. We say . 
so because we*do not believe that he has fei^end who, if 

• . • . <7 

consulted, would not have urged him to authenticate the 
extract before he used it. There cannot be tWo\,SU^^ 
egregious simpletons in the world. Well, here he i^and 
how elated he is I — trembling, and flushed with excitement, ^ 
-as he reads this formidable document which iso to smash 
Gladstone. And, ye heavens ! how the Tories did cheer 1 , 
and what a bitter flavour of spite there was in tho8C>*cbeer6!>! : 

“ Ha l ha ! we’ve pinned the fellow ! ” We hav^ not 
given the words of the docuikient. GladstoiSi himself shall , 
give^ja^hem preseiftly. « ’ . 

aS'soon as th«> Major ha^^upchsif hil ' bolta y^ 
asked bluhlly, “From whom are you quoting?** 

M/ycki “*Froin the rightfiion. gentleman ' 
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Hbm : ** ‘Where ? ” Ay, ^wBere, gallant Major, wtere ? 
Surely you know, gallant Major; IJp uiote than Adam. 
^erHhis, solemn Mr. lfewde§a|| interi>o^d with a weighty 
,epeifech— •^a'weighty as lead j^j^and this gave the combatmts 
breathing t^e—or, rather, the gallant Major ; for Gladstone 
was E^t hit, |md he knew xt. That extract wa# ,no child of , 
fhis. when Mrt NewSegate’s funeral bell ceased to toll 
“ GladBt|)ne^ again Jefieated the question, “ Where ? And 
thereupon the gallant Major, who, whilst Newdegate was 
tolling, 'Ibad^een consulting his friends, sending pencilled 
. jji 5 #a& 34 gceiving pencilled slips in return, rose and made 
the ptrange announcement, 4‘ I have reason to believe [mark. 
Only reason to believe] the first part was from the right honl 
gentleman’s speech in 1845, a- ’35, when he was in office ; 
and the latter part from his book published in 1841, nine 
years after he had entered Parliament, when he could hardly 
“ bo considered a boy.” Ah, gallant Major ! you ar6 on the 
b^n^ of a precipice, if you did but know it. After this the 
"business of the House went on. Gladstone calmly replied 

K^wdegate ; Vance inflicted his dulness upon unlistenlhg 
; liOrd Mpstre, just returned to the House, which he 
b^o w®ll calculated to adorn, rose to move that the Bill b% 
Jxy clerk, and tried to speak, but got confused, and, 
f. frightened by the noise he made, sank, to the music of 
i^oheera* and laughter, b£|j^ into his seat ; and at last^ after 
Indescribable confusion and noise for half an hMur or so, Mr. . 
f Gladstone got permission to bring in his Bill. This was the- 
^^|)|b|j|^J^ines3 in which the«House was formally engaged ; 

but, 'jyhiist it was '^et|ing itself transacted, there was some 
,, jpitehsGy int'ere4iling by-play gdiflg on upon the front Opposi* 
\4i(m‘b^uch. Wh^st Gladstone was wdJtching his’iBm^hisVi , 

Hans^ t^^^over: the speech from -the, 

Major hsli got;|||B ixt)^t^ l£e beatidg of this 



ni 




THB mUBB LWB OB THB HOtSB OF OOMUOBB 
jungle of print :wM appar^ntJy^^tl^. ; 


•:'extiiict.;,;^ft|;^oi|tt|,;and;^e'cd^(a'^e,afs^^^ 

• and M^(ga tlie fSbes 
I' poor’glU^t.^ajor was about to Catch it* ' ' ^ . 

■ Tto ground is clear, and Mr. Gladstone ‘rise^^ 
solemnity of his look you would haf(rf;^think ||at 
about to achieve a triumph. Ibu would rathejfVsuppbsn'; 
that he was going to make a confession, looked JW 
intensely ‘grave. He spoke as follows :—• . 

By the aid of a friend near me I have madr a discovery respecting the ep^qh 
from which a passage was read by the hon. and gallant gentlen^an opposite 
which he attributed to me. That speech contains this passage : * I trust that a 
Church which retains the principles St a Christian Church, and teaches ha. 
adulterated the principles of the Church of England, will never be overthrown' 
by the British House of Commons (Loud bursts of cheering fronf the Mini- • 

^ Bterial beiyhes). It cannot be destroyed except by the vote of a recreant 
' Senate— (cheering from the Ministerial benches)— and an apostate nation^ 
(Renewed cheers on the Ministerial benches). I find. Sir, that that spdcoh" 
was delivered on AprU 10, 1866.** • ^ ^ 

Hire he paused slightly, as if he would give force to the 
, blow which was coming. "But,” he 'iua.jtinued, "on 
funmng up my finger to the beginning of the speech,'^ 
discover that it was made by Mr. Whiteside.” T8 d^crii^ 
the explosion of laughter which followed is quite beyond ouj 
V powers. The laughter was frantic, and all laughed. All • 

■ .party •feeling'^was for the time broken down. ©Id. Tories, ’ 

... modem Conservatives, Whigs, and Eadicals all jomed in ' 

: tjie cachinnatory chorus. Grave old men wh4»^jdo^ 
;.*l*hgh shook their sides. The Treasury*^ench was ^ 

jjl Hisraeli., so unused to laugil, relaxed mto m%re thah'lM^I , ! 

Speaker could not presAve 
j^lliiiyiityj^.'-’^tei’ this the House got 1n^n> 
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-’at,', the , b,arV', with bM' . iE. ^ ’ 

this- indecorous, st^Khgiejii- 
: • Gladstone rose to move the se^nd reading 

"of biil*f{uiiibus Bifl, There was not much excitement in theL' 
,^OUs^h£‘in the loobies. We have often seen far more oiT 
lese^in^'Optant occasions. * The truth is, this was to be only 
■'. a hiittle &r form’s sake, to save the credit of the Government 
‘•a'Ww%i4fifmal protest, nothing more. The Government 
Imew well that they nyist be beaten ; but they decided 
that they must have one more fight, lest the archbishops, 
bishop's, and other dignitaries cf the Church, with the clergy, 
not to^ mention those singular defenders of the faith the 
Orangemen of the North of Ireland, should say that her 
Majesty’s Ministers had given up the cause. “Singular- 
■defer^ters of the faith ! — ^garbed in orange scarfs, armed with 
bludgeons, and chanting, not psalms, btft fierce political 
songs. 0 Eeligion ! what strange things are doqp in my 
name!". $!!(»' . ^ ' 

Ijet^Us look for a while at the great leader of the Liberal 
'Sitoyin this war. Meii say Gladstone is not a good leader. 

; At the Carlton he is stigmatised as the worst leader that. 

/ ever ’ m^ched at the Jjjgad of a great party. But this, of., 
course, ^oas for nothing. It is a portrait drawh by an enemy, 

' But there are mutterings at the Eeform. He is rash, in- ■ 
W^’iits prudence, ■‘jact — in short, he is not a good 
jlfead^.‘ Such ar6’th^ mutterings at the Eeform, and,, nCt;'; 
^dnhb^ there ia'*some truth in 1;hem. The fact to us seems./ 

• In t% conduct of a great p^rty .there is*EiU<^^!^ ^ 

iMiOTievWai^the^ outer World not se^ ** Afl. tl^^MeX^ ^. 

- ‘'I-..-., ■ i -iii-Ajlj 
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nothing of the tact and the mancBU'mngs and constdK 
watchfulness necesaguy to keep this .paxty tdgether : hoa 

pri^e has to be iatteyed/ vamty conciliated!; how, ^ 

haye' td' b^e*%bOtked,' differences firecohcilei^'^c^ im- 

possible hopes not to be rudely dispelled, patedhagO' k) be 
judiciously distributed ; aspiring, “sucking statesm^, fhpugh 
^modest, not to be too roughly discouraged,; different subjects 
to be deftly avoided. All this the“ world does npt see ; 
and yet these inner movements are quil^e as important and 
require" as much consideration and thought to k^^P^he party 
together as are required to lead the party', wheryi* 4 irtaite<t, 

. onward to the attack. Now, in’thjp department of a leader’s 
work it is quite possible that Gladstone fails. To this sort 
of business he cannot condescend — ^possibly has the mest 
supreme contempt for it all. Palmerston was an adept at 
this work. It is said of Gladstone that he does not unbend 
enough— not, however, that he has anything of the Whig 
hauteur. . There is nothing in him of the “ Stand byf I am 
holier than thou.^’ On the contrary, he is the most approach- 
able of flien. He will admit anybody to his society; he will 
go anywhere ; correspond with anybody. does n^ 

voluntarily, as he walks through the lobby, chat and*gossim 
and joke with his followers in the hSil-fellow-well-fhetost^^ 
as Palmerston used to do. Palmerston, with his Iqpg ex- 
perience and consequent knowledg;® oi mankind, kneW the 
: value of a gPeat man’s smile, and was quite aW^xe that a 
hearty shake of the hand, or a familiar pat on the back, or a 
little delicate flattery, or evsn an ahxious inqungbsSKMr 
■ health, would often do as nj.uch to wi^j a^alf-hearted ^end 
as the presentation of a pace. “ I was,^ said a young 
membe»'once.to 08,°“ away from the Houiw for tl^c^eekc^ 
ill, wd when t returned, litifie dreaming that Pam luvd .tfwv 
knotm th(^*I Was away, I met him ,in ’tiie 
stopped at once, patted me on the Bhoalde% wd 6 aid," ‘ Aht 
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my'deM. feU^ ; why, they tell me yoT» have been away — 
tad flie godt, (^ ?^ ^ Slackeii the, fire, ^ttat^s the, p^y wfty. 

• But yox^e^Ipokiiig well gow, I see ; glad tp'see ypu back,’ ” « 
SQuld resist such <1 man as this ? Bull. Gladstone 
cann^ dp ims— itPis not ia him to do it. 

Tins of^ the debit sitoof the account : now for something 
on the 'Credit sMs* ^ Given, the party united; as it now* 
“happifyt is, can anybody Isad it against the foe as Gladstone 
caft ? H.'4 v 3 you observed how grandly, superbly, he is lead- 
ing Jt^n ^Kis attack upon the Irish Church ? What vast 
and accui^lb knowledge he shows of the law and facts of his 
case! He has not beeiT turned upon a single point. And 
yet it is no common case ; on the contrary, it is one that the 


greatest statesmen and the most learned of lawyers naight 
well hafm shrunk from with dismay. And then, remember 
that the leader of the Opposition has, in this case, no 
assistgince from his old ally and colleague — his right hand, 
one may call him — Sir Eoundell Palmer. _ He, unhappily, 
stands aloof from this war, being still bound in those ecclesi* 
astical fetters, which once held Gladstone, but whicfi he has 
length siiapped and cast away. Then, mark with what 
array^of irresistible argument he marches to the assault, 
and mth what affluence of illustration ! Gladstone’s speeches 
upon ‘Shis subject have been more than commonly argumen- 
, tative.i. Ip^deed, we ne'^lr heard him reason po closely and 
tnumphantly. His opponents have no chance. He is like 


a fOrcel» beleaguering a fort. No sooner does a foe show 
hilffi^^than up,|;pes the unerring Snider rifle and down 
o/^gpi^es^She a^Tjentmtus foe. J»or must we leave unnoticed 
“his remarkable reticence. Gladstone is, not remarkable for 
'diis^^^|ranQaman^. sometimes j^e errs in speal^g t^ ,|3^eh 
Ploos long, rnd frequently he, weakens tie ‘force pl/Jub - 
r^sos^g'by'i^t^fc^ss of word's; but in; tbis w^bitliertb h® 
has neve4oS'i^%«ed.,- His speephes lave be«Bj ;fbr 
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',hpyr: 

toV-,. 

’leafehttye.’’ ' 


• ■ • C^' ' 'V' T ^ 

reniMkably sliort ap^d stu^BSly^boin^acsC;;; 

BteadHy. mflexiWy, uflawer^g^ ^ha 

mor0,,tlij^* dncerfeied to dra^ 

; - ‘‘What will'-you do <witHv 
What owill yftu endow?” they hays asked. jb.^p^llQtyQj‘c)aJ 
conld tempt hhn Horn the line of hia imr^h. ' 
space fails, he has led his party, as we said, superblgmti|iy3' 
so as no man living besides himself <^could» feayfe led^ifr, > 
Disraeli said lat.ely — alluding to the sayipg ” file /num l^d 
the hour is come ”— he could not recognise the nufe^^ 'heT" 
believed the clock, was wrong, 'Tie Conservatives 'c^eMd;, 
immensely this small sneer; but, though he cannot reco^^- ' 
the man, he is certainly hefe; and as to the hour^'it !s 

generally the man who makes that. . ’ 



CHAPTER XXV. 



InD HI3 COLLEAGUES — HIS SPEECH ON THE 


^ S;q^.&SSINI^ CONQP^OES" — MESSAGE FROM THE 


,,:i.>|;t(5UBEN. 


Jane 1868 remarked that Disraeli’s de« 

* * meanour towards his colleagues has changed 

' very niuch since he came into office. When he led the 
Opposition, he used to pet and flatter them, and sometimes ^ 
f^was almost ' obsequious; and when any of them were ■ 
attack^i^jj was always ready to rush to their aid. But all 
it spS^S to us, has passed away. He takes little notice • 

' Cif* htt^'coUeag^^ except Lord Stanley and Lord Mayo, and, 
on emergency does he consort with them'; all;the 
others' he appears to hold at a distance. It will be re- 
•^^ memted that last^r on several occasions he allowed ' 
,/':them, onV after another, to use arguments Aich he must,;;; 


” ; haveA^own he should have to disavow, and take up poa^ ' 
'itfelMch he must have 'inade up his mind to evacuate. ■. 
k' .tCjp'he has not dons this yearj^ but he has certainly treated - • 
|||i|8.'CoUeWes fith cynical indifference. If they get jmto 
Jave to And their^way "qut mthout^hie .Md, 'V 
,^iJ^^^|i^ij&,’|ttitude towards t(ieim.hae, tj) tiie,]j|a|^er,.' ”" 
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according to constitutional rme and etiquette ; ,ftnd when 

the ^nder ■ Goloniale SeCretsffy was foolishly jMshing - into 
collision with bright, i&t from ■ Pfsr^elj ^hin^lri g pf 
advising ^dderley to he caut^ust he woiid/i^]^';C 3 piioal 
humour, irather rejoice to. see his incoflapetelft^btteague 
rashly tempting punishment. Mr, fright ^ahd. 11% , Disraeli: ' 
are just nOw much farther from each oth^than they were. 
They used to he very chivalrous to each other ;,.MV y?e^ 
suspect that the Prime Minister has far ihpre respect for 
Bright than he has for Adderley. Truth is, Disradlf idolises • 
intellectual power, even in an enemy; and despiseweifBKess,- 
‘even in a friend. * 

July 11 1868 event deserving most to he chronicled fs 
’ * the ceremonial of passing a vote of thjyiks to 

Sir Eobert Napier and his army, which was performed on 
Thursday night, last week. It was advertised in the notice 
paper to come off at a quarter-past four. Public business 
usually begins at 4.30 ; but time is precious now, and we 
begin public business a quarter of an hour earlier ; and so, at 
a quarter to four, the audience assembled, anC> Jfxf ©Israel^, 
rose. The House was, “ without o’erflowing, full.*’ 

■will hot again this Session be full to overflowing,® for 
many of the members are already gone, no m <;'’•« to r^um, 
except by the grace of their constitu^t j'. Under the gallery 
there were many military notables, if we did bht know 
them. There was a General Le Marchant, brother of Sir 
Denis Le Marchant, our Chief Clerk ; General"*'®f»ff, 

' (not ex-Governor Eyre, as i(pme supp^seS", but an Indian 
General), and several other military chief s^j bronze- 

, faced gentleman who” sat^n &ont was he '^p b^^b^^e 
despatches over-^name unknefivn to us,* or foriotteh, ; 3 
Mr. Disraeli spoke all through in his ihost poIemii^Elow^ 
and haeasured toue— with a c^en#a|'ihi(i W 
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iwtdiice. He always adapts tl;^ style when: he hea to 
mak^ a‘ ^4.. studied speech, on %n ^oasiou, lik^ this> : 
His and formal; his style was close, 

speech had oh'veously been 
sttUdiedt mere were marks of the file in every sentence of 
:i^-iSle*»*thongh-, workgd by a master; for tll|'6pee<jh was 
a' mast@q)iece &£|ft of its kind — a speech th|j! nobpdy in 
the WfKrld but the great faucasian could have delivered. It 
was ain padmiraSly clear, distinct, historic statement of the 
a^diiev^Snts of ^the great soldier, coloured by the speaker’s 
Amm pagination. Some of his epigrammatic sentences 
were very' picturesque. •'Thus, he told us that Sir Eobert 
“had led the elephants of Asia, bearing the artillery of 
iSurbpe, over African passes which might have startled 
the trapper and appalled the hunter of the Alps.” The 
Spectator newspaper objects “that trappers catch beavers, 
and beavers live in waters, and trappers are consequently 
not good authorities about mountains.” Trapper, though, 
is a general term. It means one who entraps wild animals, 
whether on mountains, or plains, or in water ; and in this 
scense fffiiTrEjfor used the word. There was another sentence 
which almost verged on the ridiculous — that in which the 
speaker told the House that Sir Robert “had planted. the 
standard o&^to^ji^o^e on the mountains of Basselas.” The 
House laughed atrllii, and the Prime Minister himself 
smiled. Perhaps he thought this was rather whimsical and 


far-fet^ed, and meant it to be so. The laughter was, 
^fcu§B, very faint, and nob general. It came, prqbably, 

, frpil|i-,the old men ooly ; for the^oung generation know little 
pf Dr. famous story. It was a classic in our 

found in every bookseljet’p shop ;^,but you 
day’s marc^ and not fini^.it.i It^eed, a 
' he heard Disr^. talk of the 

saidt pr i» repo^ jio hj^ve s(ud| 
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. “ of Ba|sela8^ ' 

, tte-^eF seen 
On’thi’'Wlx|l6/;^^ ‘ 

- conciise/i^^j&elfiiidrand'eTSect^ 

spelch— 

Bat tmal 9’e^iitr'ast it was to that w^ich w§ nad'ju|t^ 

There was as much difference between j;hi»Se tW'0 
as thefe is between the two men^anS that is a .di^«,fehb&-» 
of the distance of the whole heavens. * pis^^ *cb^$.2 
not deliver such a speech as Gladstone’s ;^Gladst6ffe cofl|d ,jJ 
not deliver such a speech as Disraeli’s. 

"^ne was Disraelian, the other Gladstonian. The Brim^^ ' 
Minister’s was compact, laboured — we do not mean ib a I 
bad sense — and epigrammatic? Gladstone’s was eloquent, ' 
-and, as to the language, evidently impromptu.;; 
‘7!\.ao not believe that Gladstone ever studies beforebwd^ 
the language of his speeches. He has no need to do thijfe< ; 
He gets up his facts carefully, no man more so; and^ no.- 
doubt, he mentally maps out beforehand his lines of 
argument. But that is enough. He has such an affluence 
of language always at his command wherewitlFitTB^be his® 
thoughts that he has no occasion to study and arrang® ; his ’ 
thoughts seem naturally to clothe themselves. One of'the" 
special features of his speech was the grace/.’?b??laio\«ledg^'! 
inent of the merit due to the GovemeJeht for the successful /. 
management of this war. This is characteristic* of Glad* • 
stone. He is a stem fighter when there is^ fighting to Be 
d(^e^ but in the fiercest struggle he ‘always fights fakl :,, ! 
Wooid that all his opponent^did the sa^e^ And whemthn; ^ 
battle is ever-, he is always graceful and genyob^^to bis .foes, 
Lbud cheers from all*partsof the House grel^ed 
acknCwledgmepit of the serviij^s of her*Maj»^’b^Mini.S^ 




•’in-::- A'V 

'^Dispi; 


OF a pbihobbs.” 
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TO govern dxu:^ prb6eediiigs< sadly 
loi^elj tow Siansfeld -v^ hOtm^ed 
^r^v^oidliOt b^the cSnieryfiiiliive party, 
aiid ’Sirifii wKiit Jtpjpievolence, 
MairiTand misci^istrouig ttxot^Os,'have 
jfe]H|^f:a^&lad|t6ne b^en pursued ! Nor wa» -the Virtuous 
'ItoSspnj^l^ (Jobden spared. We ourselves -heard a 
is CJolsi^aMve%ember charge this great and good man with 
‘^^|iiffi^^djsith*the hat ” at the moment when he refused 
ll'2&^^^ft of jnoney. But enough of this. Let ijs hope 
TO^^f h^fe ampIe of Gladstone, so loudly applauded, will be 
J^rseyeringly followed. » • 


Jul 18 1868 same Thursday evening the House had 

-'^^1 * to perform the ceremony of voting an “ address 

to her Majesty on the birth of a Princess by the Boyal 
consort of the Heir Apparent.” Mr. Disraeli moved the 
address and Mr. Gladstone seconded the motion. As the 
House has had to go through this form four times in five 
• years, it was not to be expected these two eloquent states- 
•sathen C^SHtit'sby anything very new. Mr. Disraeli found 
matted for rejoicing in “ the additional security which this 
■'^busf jcious event gives us for the continuance of that dynasty 
. Vhio^ is k!:^^^''lubly connected with the liberties of the 
country. No fear thither Majesty’s dynasty will end, seeing 
; that her l&ajesty has nine children, and already* as we reckon j 
thirjte^ grandchildren.” These flattering words of the 
; jJ|^im^ “ Minister are peculiar!} Disraelian ; and they 
i; VSlfeat Court wlier^ it is saidpthe right hon. gentleman! ia 
I In l^igh fa vp ii^-^igh^ in favour, it iq whispered, than Ahy 
las bg^. since the days of 'Cord Melbostfhe.' So., 




124 . THE INNEB IiIFE OP THE HOUSE OP 

o - ' 0 ' ' o'" 

chief, mu, it hut it may aot; , Oonrfr favourites^ 
haw not always ^en»ppi>iJar,i!|vo^tet : ahd Cthe Boya! 
favQur mcoirfe^rea pn.the.Prime Master a^p^llri^tuef 

^ ^enliven 

® conveiJou, a^k- 

Img With irit and repartee and tinged with.delicate«>flaltery, 
It may produce results the very oppp^te'^of thosa. which 
^ contemplated. Mr. Gladstoije could no^ tal&~‘ahout ^ 
strengthemng and perpetuating the dynas^, and so he 
found matter for joy in the fact that “n® new s1;?ain has 
been imposed upon, no detriment has accrued con- 

stitution of one whose pure an<r tefty character ^whose 
^acious manner, no less than her high character, has caused 
er to be an object of the greatest interest.” So thev 
wrapped it up. The affair did not last ten minutesj*- 
As soon as this was over the Prime Minister went to 

there?” said Mr. Speaker. 
Message from the Queen, Sir.” “Bring it up,” replied 
r. Sp^kCT ; and, all the members having taken off their 
hats, Mr Disraeh marched up the House, bowing as he 
went, and handed the paper containing th^^dn^ge tOt^ 
the Speaker, who proceeded to read it to the Hous^, the 

naembers continuing uncovered the while, accordin| to'the 
old rule m such case made and provide^ ^ tenaar of “ 
the message was that her Majesty, -%b!ng desirous of con- 
femng some signal mark of her favour upon Sm Eobert 
Napier-to grant him a peerage, as it aftenlr^s was 
anno^ced-recommends the^HSuse of Commons to enaMg 
her Majesty to make provision to spgure to Sir EoWt ^ 
Na^ mi tis next surviving heir malft ^Kfi^sion of . 
£2,0(» a yew.. ^Sir Eobert did his work i^Ab^SiiseB 
and this is his reward— a peerage and £2,000^ yeqf fc»^^ ; 
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, jHe.is.BQW Lord Napier of Magdala, anjl long iliay 
epipy |4» imd Ms. pension I* And may h^s soq, be 




will npt gmdge 





CHAPTEB tm., 

‘‘fliSTOEIOUS’— THE lEISH CHUECH QUBSTION^JBEMiESON 
, DAVIS “DNDEE the GAISiJpiY ME. GlSBbTQNl’B . 

: SPEECH— MB. BEIGHT IN OEFICE— ME. OHILDBES^ME. 

^ ' LYON PLAYFAIB. f ' 

/: • VV ' 

Peb. 27 tS 89 . Vbenon Haeoouet, ipng ' 

known a practising barrister upstairs, Has 
now got into the House. Oxford City, to its honour bf 
-it spoken, sent him here in November last year as thO' 
colleague of Mr. Cardwell. Mr. Harcourt is the author ■* 
of those famous letters on international law whiohic;;?pe a|¥^ . 
in the Times signed “Historicus.” Very able letters, ineh 
say; but, for our part, we did not read them. Life is too ' 

^ short, we deemed, to read such long e pi^^pL on .sj^ch a - 
, 8uJ)ject. When Historicus enterei^iue House there WSS 
*■ .qhite a flutter to see him, and no wonder; for, iSh^estibil'* • 
■fablyjlhe is an able man, or the Times^ editor-'would Hot 
lave given up to him-su^i a vast aifea of its sp^aca' -^ji, 

: ,i8 -t(W early yet to appraisi exactly Mr. ISarcourtVvr^^sJ' - 
'•;:,:kt: we -may sa once that undoubfcdl^ ^havb'ah ‘ 
■ ikfflltion.to that mental power which ^ves. 

anf causes it to, fe:;]|,^,,^,,^^., 
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\il, easv, gracef^ manners. 

'«>.• ' /\# n/MivciA. Vliia la ■flno'n^: 



, l^^dlse’^df' Comffions, and"’ijiai &s 'd^^yery 
nibre ijnpressive were the toif^hf it' sSme- 
^ore lively. Nevertheless, ,^6 jspeech 
id! fii)eech. 'indeed, there are not ten men ih the . 

. H^ae;^b^c9jdd fcake a better, or one so good, 

\ \ It is about twelve years' ago— not more— 

•• *“‘*^^"***; since Mr. Edward Miall made a formal motion 
? for the disestablishment of the Irish Church. What 
particular form his motion took we do not remember, nor 
- '^’is it \56^h while to ascertain. It was, in some shape or 
'otherj, a motion for the abolition of the Irish Church 
. Establishment. Mt. Miall made a, long, elaborate, and 
' able; speech ; to which a thin and rather drows/ House . 
listened with patience and decorum. No groans from 'the 
Conservatives interrupted the quiet flow of the honourable ' 
'\^^JIiilei^’s^rioquence, and only a few, and by no means 
.ito&usiastic, plaudits from a sparse circle of Eadicals 
< around liim cheered hfin on. When he sat down, it was 
q y ledfi ^'\vOj^ ,all hands that he had delivered a most 
/ admirable, and temp^sskte address. Great stress, we re- 
^■' yrirnb flTj '^as laid upon the epithet temperate. A debate 
. ; , -^rang upi but it did not last long. Was there a division? 
:f6r^t. But n*o matter. The exhibition was over^ 
l^s, the ’^ibition; for^hat was what most of us - 
I- ^hpl^t and no more. . Np; .One>! 

was not, pi^cerg,^ but_‘i.^j^gat’"'.:S 
etening ha^ been wasted., ,, , . Sp^e. .fs'W , 
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, Sir; a century hence, perhaps, then only by a reVolu-^ 
‘‘Faith I ’’ said an Irishman^ to tte writer of these 
lines, “iiii'all night as welftry to abfflish the e<jaator,” 
And, in trulh, we almost th|ugWi the saihe. P^erstono 
led the -honse then, and was strohg ahd^vigbrcfdi; and we 
have no : tkfdbt that he looked ^pon Mia& as^ a '’mere 
dreamer of dreams. Whiggery still dominate J the Cabinet. 
Gladstone himself never for a momeht then(thotigbt that , 
the change would come in his day, th^gh we happen to 
know that not many years afterwards^ he sridfe, “ first 
Beform, and then the Irish Church.” The Qpnservatives 
were in a minority, but exceedingly strong. If not?masters 
of the situation, they were powerful enough to control it. 
Disraeli ^0 more thought then of “ leaping Niagara ” tba " 
he dreamed of jumping over the moon ; and the Earl of 
Derby’s mission, as he said about that time, was to stem 
the tide of Democracy. In short, the abolition of the Irish 
Establishment was then in the category of improbabilities 
-*-a thing to be speculated upon by “ wild theorists ” like 
Miall, but as little likely to become an actuality, or even 
possible, as travelling forty miles an hour -yjas thpug l^t 
be possible, by the writer when he used to rumble, up to 
London from his native town in a stage at the rat® of«fifty 
miles in eight hours. 

But even then, readers, the mapeft^o ^wa^ Ordained to 
attempt this great work, and will, probably, accemplish it, 
was on the Treasury bench; and on Monday last he did 
actually, as Premier of Ei/;laiad, introduce a Bill ^o dp ^t, 
and got it read the first time. What anSivent is this when 
we think of it! Disraeli, in one of Skis rf^Sgls, exclaims^ 
“ HoW grand are “events I ” Surely this isShsa o^the 
grandest that te ever contefnplated. . Gf dlsirsei^e ’i^use. 
was fiiU to overflowing. As we passed thrpifgh SC Stephffli’s: 

419tell, at ’three p’j^ock,; the were bveii S^, perhaps 800, 
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^ ;r^A 'o V‘ •.;.■■ . ■ .' ■' " 

i'* to ballot' for seventy-five places ia, tbe ga^ery 



’■ orders used/tb, .adib^ttedi; 

• - ’ f'l , jA’*'*' ' I *' ff * ■' 'v 

I cotoe^firstiS^MMil^ 


la^ly pftj seven in tne foorpi^^j. 
'bar. I tBut now the selection ;'is' 
ist io make his appearance .ha|!'a 


.<>haiE^^2^i|iF first. When we arrived in the members’ 

- fobpy ^Jfoandf a crowd even' there. An order was issued 
lo ' tn^';^|ceHo .keep strangers out of this place, but it 
conld noiJic»fioGe. Members brought their friends up the 
privatb^ltaircase and by »tfier ways. The police, as soon 
as Mp.JSpeaker had passed in, made several att^pts to 
clbbr tbe lobby of strangers.* But for a long time they 
could; not do their work effectually; for many of the 
strangers were chatting with members, and in such case 
the pplice must not interfere. Besides, though the re^ar 
lobby policemen have got to know the new members, the 
exti;a men necessary for such* an occasion as this don’t 
jknoWj h^f a score ; and what if, in their zeal, they had 
vmerql: iir or two out into the cold? It was a danger 
top dreadful to bo hazarded ; and so it happened that the 
, memberif. lobb^ was for a time a scene of most unusual, 

’ copfufiou. for a time. Soon Gladstone rose, ^ 

• andi of epurse'every i^El’ember was in his place ; and then^ 
:lhe Qpnstai&es charged the strangers and cleared the lobby. ^ 
The ^ii^les — Eo:^al, noble, and diplomatic — came do;^? 
.fb''.]^t*OTrength. 0*f Eoyal hotj pies there were two, if, no : 
mpi%f One-wps tbe Count de Pkns,thp Orleahist pretjBiiidpr:^ 
iince. This gentleman is a |rp^ebtj 
W^,^bas been ^nce hisboyh^^t|^p;, 

Bawlihg rej^l^one ? , No- 


'm 



bssast,!' e 
no 

th$n.f;thy 








i'jiaaoe 


th^[ihM[M|J§"|s:: gomr to; sg^f 

tte jsh^ent ■ and (^sendomtoi^' 

0,h^iS&i^®d 'mih good prospect of succ^s|| ^|1 
^ Eoyal Highness es e|u^^ 


by studying books and political institiitK)n|t® 
this’ ppssitle event. Another Eoyal persona^ 
Maarshai the Commander-in-Chjef — no! we "IS 




pardon, 


the Field Marshal Commanding-in-Chief — ^his Jft^^^igh- 
^hess-the Duke of Cambridge'. He came late, bni^^P^^SB i 
there was a place reserved for him. As we sa^^^^by^j 
Highness pass swiftly across the lobby, we 
. queslioning ourselves. “What will his Eoyal '^^gln^S 


do,” we asked, “in this crisis, when Gladstone's Bill jgobs, 
as it certainly will do, to the Upper House?. the 
? ba.ttles for Catholic emancipation two Eoyal Ipu^eS'^tQ^; 
.'"wit, York and Cumberland — sturdily and so^^^ewh^ 
opposed the measure. The Duke of York, as we h^hembsSTj',: 
was for a long time the main hope of the a^ydb^^ of -: 
Protestant ascendancy, a real, and true,. 
r whose health used to be drunk ^ all Tpiy^'^lherii^S:; 
|,%it;fr three times three and volleys of Kentish f ^ 

speech on the coronation oath orfiah®j^||r';^^^^ 


:ied' every available 


Do our read^ 


Imfehcb^ 


fewer of old General Thompson 


to give her^^ bur 


cotonatioh . 
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x^igion as ^tablished.'* 


F?b’‘*\'j 'L... 1'..'’. > - ?>• '- •' ' W’V'^. 


yfaaac^ipi 
:pf 



;s, drunk or soberly' ipaj 



#S|e to 
li^&ect' 


Isa^s may he refuse his* assent 
^-^fS^afU?«nent. It is in the ]Eng’S'"(l|ij^iiGity of 
<"afcp^^^ ^ of; foot, horse, and dragoons that;^e is to 
‘■prote^^^^ ppws, and not by refusal to co-operatdfih his 
. le^^™^^^apacity in sugh alterations as may frbm .timp, 
to .l^^ ^W found needful.” This is a digression. Granted t 
iPaders will refloat upon it, it will be fpitadf 
liap^ ^f alpable than all the rest of the article. There'' was 
■qui^^pt^^topkery of Bishops upstairs. The head of. the 
• edbies^filical hierarchy, the Archbishop of Canterburyii was 
j -theM^^^He sat next to the Field Marshal Commandihg-in- 
-‘!^iiei.^*Sugeestive this of the alliance, in old times, of 
l'thp^h|ych and the Army — Army agreeing to help Ohurch 
n,e,ed, Church binding itself to help Anny\nth 
<’mbre Itr^iia^^ spiritual weapons. We have said '* alliance 
, ilt ,Gf4 iS®^es,” l^it the ‘’alliance exists still ; and, only a few 
' yes^^^^4^P■ s^t?i tithes collected in Ireland at the point 
bofTOp’^l^onet. But the two representatives alluded to-r^f 
ilpf fl^e^ti^irch and the Army — have come down to liiea^ 
|So^*!^l:^iAie Minister proposes to’ dissolve this alUb^cbl 
?r?|a"?^Ss|^Slrelaod ib concerned, for ever. Is hbtll 
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secretaries. . The .jbiquitouV'^& r 

Coiirse, ipa? present? V ' 


by speM p^ 

th^ he prese; 


s^i'thei 
|pi( ol{ 


t?^M' 1 Davis— a name ^t tie | 

... '^^ch.^i, lately, the world, or at least tWfl 
gi^ p' e, and, although it has no terrors wfua 

cert^y be historic. We caught a sight oltheSgsfdS! 
of . the Southern Confederacy, and his appaailMf nn’f' 

; ' pointed us. We had im^,gined that ^^8,3 

genius ov^ such a powerful confederacy-for -sulh^Mr; 
Jeff^son Davis was-must ^be a man of strild#S 
mandm^ appearance. He is, however, anything btiSSS* 
He is^of the middle height, rather under it S'lv^r^ 
veiy thm; and if there be anything rWkaW^h Ti^ 
atures, any mdications of power, we failed to di^erh it. 
But then we must remember that this wasinot thlbroUd* 

quer^ bafflld^r+T coil- 

, - quered, bafiSed, dethroned usurper; not the kesidwB^i 

,toand, but a ruined adventurer, ^ho had tliroln fbr a 
gdom and lost his ail— and further, Mt, af^ twa yeara 

m been fet out of gaol. The port and aptfearancJ^rf. 

: ex-President were most likely much mSSnl 

Slews at Eicl^ 5 Sf:^f ^ 

• ’ pounng in upoiJ^ himl-^om 

.flJid very different from that o^ ' 

' who glided through 

.zenith' 
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^ ... s' . ' ^ 

dijed we remember tbe time Turhen peers, 

bneiift?im<J^l%i^oriMjdmmonem wo^d haye,imboime|gd 

‘ ^-.VlArA 
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schemer The House was 
^ance of it, taking a bird^s-eye view from a 
i ■*'h6 gallery, was imposing. And h!eye' note 
fact. AU on the right of the Speaker are 

1,- a man; but jjJI are not Conservatives bn the^ 

lerriiS^e^ Liberalism, as you see, has overflowed its 
b^^^and usurped some score of seats below the gapg- 
ty blithe Opposition side. The House is divided ecjually : 
am-^^for so many Liberals on the right and so many 
^x^eryitives on the left. But if the Liberals hmhbey a 
i]^d]^4 more than the Conservatives, of course they must 
^ of the seats which they have conquered. 

idifthu| *‘ below the. gangway” on the Conservative side 
to^Jiave a new meaning ; and if this goes on we 


to hear Mr. Disraeli addressing his opponents as 
% ^oiii^brable membeis opposite and honourable members 
jbjpijihewangway on this side. What a curious result 
ill^ms/be of his own measure ! But now the private 
ids^ther -^]precedent business is done, and Mr. Speakeri 
'^ing, ' oalls out ‘‘ Mr. Gladstone,” and the Premier 


M-Ug, , Uoiilo UUU XYJLX. 

; ^^^traigbtwcty a saliite cf enthusiastic cheeks j^eets 
'' '^orator.'* Then there is a rusthng as/of '^gs, 


VJkl^VV*. Q ^ 

order,” as tardy memb,er|' jyih]| to 
l^iMliowd by a silence , as 'p’tofound iik i^^ pl 

MM 


St 
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tey, that, Kie^ 



^tt tli<ei 


M see 


m 


tisto^r.Vhen a ^eat ptaior hed 
'dpSftvo f at tli«: 

that '» 

impre^ of ' ““ ’ 

Hpuiie 

, Mar. ^ ■B'ngh't'nidw regularly sitifeiL 

■ '' ^* seemed at firet’ve^'sti 

gm theie; his presence in that quarter was to "#j|.™sm 

getting over It. He, we suspected, was pitched t^hfJfi^^ W; 

performers; an^ as one.singer -?iif 
pitched too high, though his may've the right keV ifflS!'' 
^ce of levelling up his con^panions to his note,^M%wi' 
tw S- dragged down to them, so^wd^ed^' 

more hkdy, leave the choir. But we have now^S® to 

thatT misfortunes will happ^Yh^j 

^t^ President of the Board of Trade, so far Sn4ink.< 

nf Treasury Bench. At pfeWt V 

but in what que giaoiiB: ^ 

. but m what a novel style he has answered %em'rWi 

tTonsT/'V - answeri^^ q,^W 

bad ^flud suppressio veri, which iir|uit6 as ' 

bad-^d in some cases worse. Answering questldkEi&A^ 
great a^, art of the Jesuitical kind. The proble^^S'Ko^' 
possible, and at the same ti^lfb ^S^ 
J“® q|®StioniBr believe that all that he w^ted#^%soifl^ii^^' ' 

,‘Jsr 


hiecdi^^B to ade 
jaracl^a 
9^nce^; 










M' 


QtJBSTIONS. 1£^7 


^ ib.: but tbrou^ tlie thin disced of 
1$, aud appardit . plainUOfis of B^te- 

Q^wiiug Out 

gi'' recoiled^ ‘ar'^^^^Mtidng' ' Wt 

n^ honest; answer, tnO Well, 

"sat^fied? It^vas a good Msvj^^f^'^'^es,” 
“ but it bad one fault;’’ ’^^What was 
helieye" it was all a be.” It requireis* no art to 
’^ru^h. Mr. Bright has taken into offioh all the 



#1 

simplicity of the religious body to which he 
iio^0^J’ and the world s^' for the first time a Minister of 
whose yea is yea, and his nay — ^nay. ■ And this 
^l^lho, least wonder in this wonder-teeming time. What 
i^Sfipractice should spread through every department of 
)A’jpt|kte, even into diplomacy? One shudders to think 
hat; host of diplomatic secretaries and attaches would 
nd,ih|^ occupation gone if that should come to pass^ 
If^'appears to us that Mr. Childers, our First Lord, has 
^Ived'.jtp adopt this practice, and means, whenever he 
House to explain his Admiralty Estimates, 
>;;^^ thfe truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
^Ho official statement made in our time was so clear, 
qa^h,'' so obviously trustful, as that which Mr. Childers 
ii^^Jt^donday. This, too, is a novelty in modern times. 
Vhffi^&/not remember ^e long, wearisome, tortuous, 
uv^^||^^irplexed, and perplexing statements \of ’ Sir 
the apparently candid, frank, in^ehuousi 
|>pt fefeally utterly untrustworthy, speeches of Lord,, 
en Sir Charles sat down, few j?hp h^ 
ewhcuch more than they knew ifefiare he , 
speke-iu^ch’^or^l^tell^^ 

Iqllinpfe 

here' 





>'■ v' ''' 




V jpicio^fl i 

from 
highpf 
it seem?! 
luii del 

us not^^^^^hat is right, but also the impeiflt 
■ meeh^isi^ too. This is a great change, but M 

Secretaries of the Admiill 
con^pj,,it tbeir duty when they stood at the tabll 
everyt^g. Mr. Childers comes with a newmi^ 
means^to defend nothing that is indefensible, 

.eveiyt^g, as far as he can, which he thinks requiil'' 
mg ; Md what is too bad to be mended he will 1S|| 
^abohsh,. In short, we have in office at last, as’^lftedl 

' real radical reformer; that is, a reformer - vStoI^ 

„ evil which he discovers. This was the impression 
^r._Childers was delivering his very 
..^at .then? Is truth at last to govern in all depaj 
: XU * ■ tlie falsity which for ageS A 

Astriea, who left the wbk^f 


- -‘•vwwj.WyOl, WllU le 

g}f^||Jwo|^d, may come back again. 


^ another ne^ memBer up 

® '^ozen 0^'^^^- 

;l”®mW,P9inted to the new man^ 

. t«e.geutlMehv6h thrfir 

>■410] 




;0| their legs' Seemed ihdi^ 
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norti 

to 

’‘lobby wj 
/‘Hechl 
Bish^? 





CHAPTEE XXVII. 



ILl AND HIS RACE— MR. LOWE’S BUDGET— MR. 
AND MR.i/ SERJEANT DOWSE— MR. ^PNRY 




The House on Thursday, the 18th, the day 
* fixed for the second reading of the Irish Cfiurch 
lijtfas well filled ; but we have seen it fuller. . ' ^ve^.seat , , 
., but very few members had to stand, pd there 
Kp pnly two or three members squatting in the gan^ays. 

^ “qartef to five o’clock Sir Denis Le Marchaht, the' clerk H 
called out, “ Irish Church Bill, second reading.”^' 


Gladstone, without rising, lifted his, hat,* by 

• • ll'' » " 

indicated that he moved that the Bill be now . 
ond time. “ That the Bill be now read the second 
i' Speaker. The Premier having thus;sjiarted 
on its career, Mr. Disraeli rose to prq^pA l^, 
that the Bill be read the second time Ws 'to 
l^pthe Coni^rvative leader enteredihe ,^eh| ' 
11 he wal* greeted by volleys of cJieMSto 
jjeiiches. He appeared to be in .caSlal c6h-» 
of^manncr, ,andr ;hisS^T^pi»^- 






‘o^ pvet ihf Cot 














i5!M.^v*^‘iS5‘ 2' ‘ ‘ ^ ■ ^*^ 

A wKh '+ ' ■'. ' •■? ’■’ CR « 

Irffiiii/y'Sil 




P«Oill 
TSiohI 

,>i U^ 

r3?8>"4 




-i< 

ii? 

»i 

„ pMnoSs and 

„ ,,..%»etersbtirg. ' 1 iiad ail^teW^^tli the 
Sief,^! Finance, Count Cancriuiy'^^eZd ^ 
mian Jew t The loan (contemplated) was 
..Jfi^the affairs of Spain. I travelled without 
l^n to Spain froi]| Eussia. I had an audience with 
h'Minister, Senor Mendizabel. I beheld one like 
sow of a nuovo §hristiano, a Jew of Arragbn. I 
straight to Paris to consult the President of the 
^^^douncil. I beheld the son of a French Jew, a hero 
l^^prial Marshal (Soult), and very properly so; for Who 
Si-bl'military heroes if not those who worship, the I>rd 
Mte”*“And is Soult a Hebrew?” asks Coningsby. 
fjlf^d others of the French Marshals— Massena^; his 
S^nlm^is Manasseh.” Then Sidonia tells Coningsby he. 

“ Count Arnim entered the Cabinet, a«d 
Prussicm^Jew”' Who, after reading, this and 
i^%oi?b like it, can doubt that the rulii|g passion of the 

A that his highest 


g ive leader is pride of race, and that his highest 
is to place another— his own— name°upon the' roll 
pus inen, that some future Sidonia miglS^ay,i, I 
nglandf I found the Conservative p^y b^ttliii^ 
ip^ion upon- the Irish Church; the le^ly'of it 


I -CL* 




'Mad wd but itttlp 
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possi.i 
iejiorii 
at ihe/j^iek' 

I^ysio 

NVf,V 






sophers that ever flourished in tl^;cbunt 
thei^ave been ^ew periods, of Iflet 

yrhif^S^re ennhe^ 

moment-^tiodfSlhetl/H 

science, !^^^,J|et.;;in^rvCUously thos^ 

" trate tbe !il|rets pi the material world, c6b| 
comfort ’of ipan-r’as undoubtedly they will cpij.^j 4 _. 
all these great philosophers agree upon ane®poiii|^;^fl tha 
is, that in these investigations there is a poiflt the; 

meet the insoluble, and where the most transpar^ power 
of the intellect fail and disappe8(>!. It is at that po^ji tha 
religion begins." S ’V.; . 

It was worth a Jew’s eye (ifo disrespect to Mr, Distaeli) 
to be able to observe the House when the ex-Premier ^un3 
up this magnificent piece of bathos. An audible tittilr. tab 
along the Liberal ranks. Serious though the subject VasI 
the Ministers on, the Treasury bench could not keep do^n 
the comers,^of their mouths. The Conservatives observing 
this, broke forth into defiant cheers; but, as we threw a 
glance at their honest faces, it was easy to sep^at iiliey, 
were puzzled exceedingly. Disraeli delivered thS^^sagg 
with so much solemnity, unction, an^ dramatic actfpn tiHat 
they thought it must be something wonderfully cj^yeriabui^ 
evidently they did not understand a bit of it. Fancy the* 
head of the country party discoursing to his followers abPut j 
“the insoluble," and telling them that it is at the i^pluble’^ 
that their religion begins ! Was«the like of that e^er. hetft^ 
in the .House of Commons before ? Disraelf%a| often p)iayed( ■ 
wonderiy[ tricks ii^the way of bewildfering^.]pi;..poeptiaft 
•■■■ "'frienf^^^^nt^f this ■ , ’stttpasses^ -them . ,all. ^ 

,tbe, only/^n|ac|dt^|j|>ipfc^ freed^^^^^^,|btt^|| 


and Ipr^ p^pls, 



from tiiie 



atB. Mym*B sttbobt. 


below the gaaigway'|i.,l^ely 

'.’their,;'.;'' i^stoao ■’" ‘ faftditions 
^agam. tjH(|:;^onaeirvatrves^' 
as to/say,^^l®f,*’it is true; 


as to/say,^^lYfe|,'’it^ true; 
religious liberty ; tjibtigliV© know 
^j^^^^iaii^ber who confessed that he though! that this 
Tather strong. Well might Bright say after- 

I i iti^V t^ hon. gentleman seemed to have a 

y of |:i%own, or makes it as he goes along.** But, not- 
tah^ing all this, and jjLUch more of the same character, 
elKs was a very wonderful speech. The artistic joinery 
vas perfect ; the ease an^ dramatic power with which it 
ajivered were never excelled ; and some of the criticisms 
i Government scheme were clever and specious, though 
allacy of most of them will have been exposed long 
i this paper gets into the hands of our readers. Indeed, 
5 we could put pen to paper Mr. Bright had tom many 
m to fragments and scattered them to the windsi 

A morning paper told us that there was not 
' much an:£iety to hear Mr. Lowe’s Budget 
ee^h*A>^his is ^^^scarcely correct. .There were in St. 
iepheii^s^Hall, when we passed through it, strangers 
lo^gh the gallery twice over. In no part of the 

whWe strangers sit was there a vacant place. The 
^e House was quite full, and so were the members* 
co^se, wo did not see the rush aiiid the ex- 
Gladstone used to en<sh|^nt his 
wij^; ,,T|i3is T^onderful Budget speechpi^ soihe < years 

excite;pnp)h'.^;^P^oii^ 


i! 


Lpi^ be geher^y; thought that «tms would 




J%^et--^merej|^f q^ of accounts. 



^ TCT INSaa 0? THE BOUSa/oF OOMMOKSr 


som^hoii^jb^ 

rof '^.i^:fe:!c^#|yj®S 


. . rr**^r‘3<*» v#r 

CianciBlIo®i 


'.ji' 'j. '' •' 


m~ 


., ,.-een' 

|^^;Ha3 bdzed out; 


; - naa ooz^^ out; Neve^Tl 

; V - “ot the sSghteill 

fire-m^aiich duty would be remitted. W * 

^>1?^®-”®*®’^^®'^ Jieard that the taxes di'-oMbus 

wndera that were to be done tri^ekled out of tS^I ln 

Wd/S^M increduloha:^5:^|t' w 

w 11 for Mr., Lowe that he had to disclose theBe^*tti4rfli 

He OM ^ an attraolivo ippeaker, and when he is rotol an 
S°n oftre for him to fla* out hi. wit and hnrSS » 

. the passions of his audience more than he • hnf « ttI 

ment, eepeeiaUy a .tatoment m 7 i 

oration., ie nsnali, ,ni.e on. of U. wT ^ 
a Went for finance ; doubtles. he ha.-ceLS^?^ 
that Budget was all his own Eut it oii I ^ 

tti"r “ p'4IIP 

wo^d .fleem, is blind. Now when Mr ^ 

f ^ ^ ®®t®h-notes, this "effect deVtivl'^^l^.i ' + 
imfiefie the flow of hia eloquence, thoueh S^^/^ 




V . -/ , ’ If “T^ 

is^ blihf'l^.i 

"- : » is ,t 1' >*v. .!»., j 




10t. ZiCl^ S XfiOtlBliO. 




i- 

did little efe» 



% 


mmmm 



^Gladstone 


livens am'd. those b^a- 

»»Mr. Gladstone can yead ao^tj^g half .a 
®^^^^^,giaiice he can take in the sums he^^ish^s to 
^|f?J|e^ dSin^tum round and parenthetic^]^ .explain 
^S^j^hWat a glance liit upon them agaipV^:, But 
^ii;^||^^/*when he wanted to quote a docuin^tj had 
Tj^’^tpop .and painfully search for it with his eyes 
innli or two of the table, then to bring it . close 
8 ;|^dr adjust his glass to the right focus, and then, to 
^jajaper slowly backwards and forwards before his eyes. 
^Ohch circumstances eloquent parenthetic explanations 
ItSdse' w^ich Gladstone was wont to give us were 
morning paper told us that Mr. -LowO 
r hiuhdered over his figures, and certainly he .^d,>r’. 
p liKi a wonderful ? The wonder to us is how, uni^^K 
yfeouli-ies, he got through those voluminous 'fi^es 
^TOiilations at all. But he did, and with distinct 
8ss. Jhdeed, though the House has often heard mqre 
i^xit Budget speeches, it may be questioned whether, it 
|ver ^^ened to a clearer financial statement. A cert^<m 
Gorr^OO told us on the following Monday that-he 
pfenill p.th two men who could understandit^t^fj^^M^: 
’-^'™d«} Wst be men of exceedingly,; ll^tpd 
'4 h^ve talked with many upon t^s.^|^et 
jpfcc with two nien who cpifidpot.^S^li^.^ 
hour ly. Lpwe got, intol 
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aflow ,ojt 


mental vision thejp is i^ly „ 

Inde^j on only o»® ^1%**®^ *®* T 

~ fl' onr .reiideics Fsay *Viai 




' • 

jibat-i^e.r^er 



.*. €W***»'»***Y**,'****BV ■ ' ' ” 

boldesCablit, ;mMt honest EeforfiiOR, ® J»« 

and see;h 6 ^;he inaugurated his caree5«as ot. ,, 

Bxchequ& i "'He has worked a financial miracle/, ^ con- 
futed the dogma that “ from nothing these & notli|pg^&ade.’’ , 
E-rpin our post of observation it was amusing tp t^e 

faces of honourable members, especially thos® of tKo Con- - 
servative gentlemen, as our Chancellor of the ExShequerf 
began to take out of his empty bag, one by one, its maa^ellov 
contents. “ Marvellous contents from an empty bag^l 
looks like an absurdity, but it is really a sober truth? ^ 
did not p.ur Chancellor of the Exchequer, Uke the conjurei 
on the stage, show us that the bag was empty— turning li 
inside out and shaking it before our eyes? DisraeU.sa 
immovable, showing no sign of astonishment or even interest 
He might have been, from anything discernible, in a revene 
mentally far away from the House. Mr. Ward H^, t^ 
ex-Ohancellor of the Exchequer, tried to look the s^. 
does not become officials, you know, to show feeling. 
aAmrom-he moved by nothing-is th0> official 5&ottoi| btl 
he .did not succeed. He could not suppress his ^surpn^e l 
M s opponent began to draw his good things out of that pmptj 
bagi " Penny off the income tax; abol^ion of the ,^uty o 
firp insurance; ditto the duty ®n omml^ses, cabp^cPt 
Other' public vehicles ; and ditto the one slfi^g 
ou iWgu com. “Where wiU he get*% Iponpy 
thWaiuMed’senaliors seemed to say. ThPj^bi^f ol^»l 

andTi^g^fii so 

■ the^ 

; Ba^'^^thie-ihgem^’-'®^' 
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lobby nbt tfiionged as wo haVe known it on 
I nigbis 1 : 00 ^ "^ 0 ^ just that ]:mB<fellaneous assemblage 
riohhgei^!B®|i wway^s ^ early in the* «^«»ing 

into ,;ibW galleries, 
who^ ha^g nothing to" 
iM tim^ d^o^i^ed in to see what wOS. going on. 
t^ we^no* Redial Imots of people. Nothing df a pleasant 
0^ expected to come out of tlris Budget. . 
e’lf pui a' penny on the income tax, I suppose,” was the 
.arE ^Efeverybody’s lips. Had it been known what was 
hat' del^igtch'box which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
£ ’^th Mm as he entqjred the House, the j^bby would 
e 'boen crowded with cab proprietors, omnibus conapany 
tciorsi^and representatives of all the insurance companies 
Lphdoh. ' But they were all away, little dreaming jthat 
Ohanqellor of the Exchequer was about to revolutionise 
it ri^ades and pour a cornucopia of blessing into their laps. 

) have said that the loungers in the lobby were incredulous 
en a messenger came out and said that Mr. Lowe meant 
bsEe a penny off the income tax. “ He means put it on,” 
d VSagacious old fellow well known there. “ To be sure,” 
dspji^d another ; ” he can’t take it off.” But when it was 
pvetj^ that the news was true, and when, one by one, 
fer ilems of intelligence came out, astonishment knew no , 
mds.^^he telegraph clerks in the central hall had, be 
|r, no' lght time of it that night, for such irews as that 
po bep^romptly ” wired ” all over the kingdom, and across . 

$;'Chiitine! too. » 

^ 

r^he small passage of arms betVeen Mf? Se^eaht , 

* ©oVse and Disraeli on Moisday night Was very, - 
Serjeatt brought fo^g;<i^a woViso^ 

l"'biEi?'j|lVen.*'‘‘S^’''did'hbt ^d ' 



- 
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Hot intend to push it. JdOs oonsfitaeutii at "Beinjr uuehed 
him to bring it /oi^ard merdy . ^pit! '^et^opi^ of 
the ~'4t«^e]:^^t*'^e^epni 

.gentlem^i ^^ ^^ia.I^llM^^rul^^ 
angry inTdaggOT 

someth^gi^f jdi.id K “ no doubt, chai&iS 

in tibe l^^bd Serjeant’s manner as he 
mentsJ^’But he (Disraeli) did not think •tha^|^(if^i|bi 
member '^as justified in trying these experim^^i^^: tl 
patience of^tbe Committee to Ratify the 
constituent's,’* and a good deal more in the ^e'^|train 
ajl of yrbich evoked loud laughter and cheer#, ^ ©^spo: 
as. Disraeli sat down Mr. Gladstone, ’^lieC^g*|id 
his learned friend’s feathers were ruffled, kindly ;t<is.e . it 
smooth them down. But Mr. Dowse would not pe com' 
forted ; and, when Gladstone retired, he leaped, mlB 
impetuodty, to his feet, his broad face, usually ^,!gp^ 
humoured, red with anger, and, if he could but hay^^gq 
a heJ^g, he would doubtless have given as goq 
got ;7 fpr, with a clear stage and no favour, we 
the learned Serjeant at chaffing, or is an encount^^f 
ag{^st the right hon. member for Bucjjs. But tb-P 
sei^atives woqld not hear the learned Serjeant ; |a|dhg .|bi 
cue thdlr leader, they met him with volleys bt cK^fflU 
chfel^y^ To describe the scene accurately is, of, 
imi|S|j|iblu; but here is a small Jbit of ft, photO^a: 
tb^l^^l^s well as circumstances , woul^a 
‘ Geptlcinen opposite (volley ^ 
opb^^iferli^blley^^bf dieers, mingled .with lauMm 


hL 
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there WBfl > ^ght loll, atiimg which the learned Serjeant 
gave hi$ o^^|ia]a;^'this^'^gorons kickinpe^ing-^“I amglad 
‘ ‘ h , oft the leaned •inemfeioBothe 


I have elioit! 

ia/t;'"”' 



!£e»;.a'; 


I'bi''^at^^p5nidlpe|f 


|||^^gfh|l^en,''- 
hol^'^le of you 
I^P^iipamed Se^eaht aiphe ? ' ! ^C^tleman. 
and, with fair play, can hah^e ‘them^J: "What 
'^ ’^J'jc^dgrs, of this little thrust at the Bishpps — 
^ converted Church lands into perpetju1a,e||, the- 
which are £29,354 8s. lOd., tlie only (^version 
in Ireland iy the Established Chyrch*’ } 

M.P. for Merthyr-Tydfil, y^as a 
• • % * 'Nonconformist minister, and preached at hfarl- 
boroh^h/ Chapel, Kennington ; and, if he preached'as well as 
he ;^ok6 in the House of Commons, his congregation were 
to w ^ied. Preachers, Established or otherwise, -lay or 
' re^teiy ordained, are seldom effective speakers; there is 
Jly a taint of the pulpit about their nlanner, style, and 
geology which is to a House of Commons audience 
babble/ It was, therefore, not without misgiving that 
y?e;l^t.S^nrselves to listen to Mr. Eichard. Will he be able 
;^to"^]|rb^ off the I'ittle Bethel style and manner? asked w'e, 
ffliul^iy^ if not, he is a lost man. But, whatever misgivings. 
; ype had,' ih a few minutes Mr. Eichard dispelted them all. 

from the first bravely, vigorously, eloquently,' 
P^ti-a^Aaint of the qonventicle in manner,' ^ tone, or 
""'^^^e jiias only been in the House a ifew.'febiiMs,' 


if to the manner bom ; nayi pet^^than 
gnly kept clear of the'pulmftil^lfei 
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and to be able to do that is here and everywhere, and always 
has been, a rEre ^compli^buent. [ffis pedeot dbse and self- 
possesijpp were something ri^y remiif Ij^Ie^ ^ his 

■ * * id^never'ispoken at any’ 
f^^||^d»oftten 


maiden 


ai aU events. 


length ih thflHouse before f 


spoken th^ iC^ nst have en^d honbt^l^e ' merlber’s 
coolnes? aii^ aj^ 9 (#we ta^^nnt for 

this? the first place, Mr. Eichaxd ig, as Sye li'|ive* 

learned, a practised public speaker. H^ii^the seoretary'. of 
the Peace Society, and on many a platform lie lias ocafed 
and defended his peace principles. He is, too^b^ugh hens 
not a member of either of our famous Universities-revi^gn^. 
a cultured man ; and he has, what many highly cultured m^i 
never can obtain, the gift, natural or acquired,*of utterii g 
good, plain, vigorous English. Then, again, he = WM i n 
this occasion, as doubtless he always is when he speal 1, 
thoroughfy in earnest; and there is much in that, readei f, , 
as you will see, if you reflect upon it. Indeed, we long sm 3 
came to the conclusion that unless a speaker be in eamei , 
ifispirod by sincerity, speaks what he really believes, he me^ r 
can speak with effect. Gladstone is an eloquent oratoi^ 1 o . 
orator more eloquent has appeared in the House fpr’^i a 
century ; but it is only when he is reSilly in earnest®that «e 
is effective. But is he not always in ear»est ? yoi^will^^ 
Certainly not. A leader of the House of Commons cannol 
always be in* earnest. Often he has to speak at length upon^; 
subj^ts about which he cares little or nothing ; ^iio^ mfre-t; 
quOfitiy has to vindicate a policy in which h^does not entirtdj^ 
believe,, 'and. to defend the conduct of coUeRgqes; Vhioh ip - 
his,ke|ct he cannot wholly approve. Bui 
. in eaSeet^. He^ knbyrs Wales well. , He is* ^ 


^d often 
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without mtioh e^t. oppressors proh<ibly never read 
his Writingji, Knd.^rt^^ly never heard 'Sf^ches. It is 
proWe,.injdeed. fhat few of ^om ever hea*d of ^i<*ard, 
for itt^l^^es 't|ij|jti^|tto||^>|dQng mostly to^theJEstahUshed 
Ght^/^^^^J^isifs^tw^the there 

B a''feeai!^yr^most impassable. Bnt no;^^e is her?, in 
the Commons, the highest cot^, Qf. appeal , , 

^ in %^ lan4, confronting and arraigning these landlords for 
thetir^ oppr^ssiou ; conscious, too, that be was not merely 
addre^^jW audience before him, but all Wales— the 
oppr^^ors and the oppressed. Is it wonderful, then, that 
the !l^homable member «pake as if inspired, as he did? 
/‘Wales,’ real Wales,” as one has said, ‘‘had hitherto been 
dumb ; bul now, through Mr. Bichard, it at last has become 
vocal.” , It was to our mind, readers, a great scene that we 


had before us that night— this despised Nonconformist pMSon 
standing up in the House of Commons earnestly impeacbing 
the oppressors of his people, many of them*‘actually before 
Inin, wincing under his accusations and cowering under his 
’* p?dignant denunciations of their conduct. Of course' the 
. }^^ nrAa had to do something to mitigate the effect of 
' '.’fb^^peaker ; but they made a sorry fight. Verily, the 
/ Welsh , landlords nefer had such a dressing as they got 
' ^ th^ nigjit, and by a Dissenting parson ! Ah ! Gentlemen, 

■ little did you think, when you followed your leader ahd took 
Wilbv hiiQ, that leap in the dark, where you might lahd! 
The^ljeat , Sir Watkin William Wynn was there. He sat 
Bi< 5 hard, and was not at all comfortable, 

’ as,!weiCd^d se >, under the severe pounding which th6;,hoh. 
^fl^ l>A^j’ i’t>fe .^ted .upon the Welsh landlord?, Ii^,fh0;j4h^® 

' nn'Tiia fromon/IAna ffAiriA'lAlaAnoke. .■ 


up'his tremendous, ^ame. 







__^aSBp<>rts- 

f jsohfitry afi 

his joUy 
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^ Harkaway f ” His vote is aiwsy? at the command of Ms 



It is right/ m^j^a^ml vniih the h 
amongst thhibjn^t landlords in'Wales'he ii| 


the most tjriniihohs 



CHAPTEB XXVni 


TM ^‘OP^^Q' OP PAELIAMENT IN 1870 — Sli ^HAEIjES 
' flEflONDS mjE ADDBESS — DEBATE ON THE 

iOTlfoi POR A "new writ FOE TIPPERARY IN THE 
i'ptAcPfop o’donovan«ossa, who had been elected 
»PO]^; THE COUNTY AFTER HAVING BEEN CONVICTED OF 
*^BAS0N-PEL0NY — SPEECHES OF MR. GLADSTONE, MR. 
f^:fei$GE HENRY MOORE, MR. HENRY MATTHEWS (NOW 
''iiORD LLANDAFF), and SIR JOHN DUKE COLERIDGE-- 
'I'flB NEW IRISH LAND BILL — MR. GLADSTONE S SPEECH 
II^ITEODUOING IT— MR. FORSTER BRINGS IN HIS EDIJOA- 
"TiBn bill— MR. KAVANAGH, MR. CHARLEY, ME. '^RNON': 
^^Tnri if^RT — MR. DAVID PLDNKET’S MAIDEN SPEECH. 

■' Sir .Charles Wentworth Dilkb, Bart., 
v¥4'l^|870. of the Address, is the son of Sir 




1 
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years old last , September. ‘•'A fotmg m^, then,” mjfe. 
maders ■will say, “to* get into roch a positidm*!* ,Tes ; but 
nowiplegse tp obserVe what £i)prtb®r he Ih4.S66 

be graduated ’Llli.Bi al Trhntjr HI^^ In the 

fiftWiB year^ibei was caUed to thfe"^win..thi^i^^e'Te^ 

In the sahi^^paiiie' started ’dia'hisftwei%f‘^^^ 

year, haymg put A ^die rotmd the earthj^e gpt hoihe. ’ 

1868 he: £pugh£ rfor the honour of represehtifig tbeihew • 
borough; ‘ibf fChe'lsea, and was returned ty; the head of the 
poll. In/iS69 he gave to the world his “ Grea% i^ain,” 
being din account of his travels in two handsomg volumes— 
a capital work, full of information a^d sound reflections, 
which we have read through once, anS mean to read, again.^ 
And, further, he has enlarged and improved the Aihen<Bvmt 
of which he is now the sole proprietor. There, readers, 
what do you think of work like this ? Sir Charles, holding 
no military commission — not even in that, hybrid corps the 
Deputy Lieutenants — ^had to appear in Court dress, the new 
Court dress, which is more popular than the old, inasmuch 
as it admits of trousers instead of knee-breeches. There 
was ndore in Sir Charles* speech than in that of ’his , 
predecessor; and he, too, delivered what he had to say^^th 
ease and grace. But he will do betteK>even than this), when 
he shall, as he doubtless will, take up a lii\e of his own. JTo 
speak in the outward and visible Court dress, one would say, 
is not an ehsy task ; but the mover and seconfler of an 
Address are trammelled also with the invisible umform of 
etiqueti;^ and custom. . . ' .. ^ ^ 


' ' ' The first attractive performqjice the ttieatre 
of ^t. •Stephen came off on fhfe 
TSiursMy, the 1(^. The 0^)6nQvan Iwgim; 

elaewhere/ Vas Ihen fip, there' jglay^ out 
, the time of the: yeari’ aC%ery la^e ^busi. ibipo' 
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htmared members were preset: The^leries were all full. 
The Iiords*ca^ do:pj, in great numbers^ indeed, many of 


C sevOTal^udges came to SQP it— the Lord 


was M Cl o uugpo 

dlnei iBar^sOf. Ihe Exchequer; Sir Fitzrqy i>elly, looking 
veW the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of 

Cdi^oh iieas, Sir William Bovill, looking ruddy and 
yd^ng everl Mr. Gladstone opened the performance. 
The 'Sght hon.*gentleman looked well — a trifle odder than he 
did lalt Session, as we all of us do, no doubt ; but no other 
change was discerr|ble. • He stated the case against Mr. 
D’Dpnovan Eossa with all his accustomed clearness and 
’precision.* The subject ^as not one for orato^, and the 
ProSnier wisely abstained from oratorical display. He 
moved the resolution of which he had given notice, which 
we need not ’give at length. The substance of it is this— 
“Jeremiah O’Donovan Eossa is a convicted and sentenced 
felon, smd cannot therefore be elected or returned as a 
member of this House.’^ And then he proceeded to show 
the^eason why ; and he did this so effectively that almost 
ev^y member decided, if he had not come to a decision 
before', Uhat Tipperaty must choose, another man torepre- 
segit it in Parlianrent. And thus the drama was opened. 

' When Mr. Gladstone sat. down, Mr. George Henry Moore, 
member* for Mayo county, stepped on to the scene to move 
that the case should be referred to a Committee to search 
iiJ^ .MecbdentB.% Mr. Moere calls himself a Liberal,' but he 
sits on the Conservative side of the House and rarely 
‘ supports tha^Goiwmment. He is a Liberal on.ihe JtwtM d 
; -HoH Uus^ ipnoi^. Mr. Moore is p H^niah Catholic.. 
V. tells us, at, Oscott College and also 

Moori being an Ldshnian, of 
; fluently ; and, like many Irish m^bers. 
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* * . 
he often E^aks incq];ierently and rashly dht of the Honsei 
and sometimes— though, very rarely— in it., |teshnes% is 
not ^ flaht that flourishes luxuriantly* th^d. Oh 'Irish 
hustings ah4 |)IatfoMs: it g 50 ^^dp^^l^,^^"ut 
transplanted ^^8t.' Stephe^|P^^a|^^|^^S' 
like an exolim qiit o^pl§,ce!|^^ llq(fte for 

_--an Irish gehtiei^an,, spoke throughdi^tiiii jp^^ 

lo^cal sequence, . Once, however, he forgd^'ihmjiidlf-T- ' 
fancied lie’ ^s for the moment in Mayo* spOutipg to a 
Fenian ihob^and blurted out something about Mis» l^eron 
trusting to ,“a deus ex macMnd in the person eqf ISi' rash 
Minister and a raw House of Conugions.” The halluci* 
nation lasted only for a moment. Deprecatory cries oi 
“ Oh, oh ! ” sounding very like grt»ans, followed by laughter, 
quickly brought him from Mayo to Westminster,, and he 
finished as calmly as he began. 

It is a fine thing to be good-looking. Whaitever we ^ay 
be called upon to do — to buy or sell ; to govern a province ; 
to command an army ; to preach sermons ; to make 
speeches, popular, forensic, or senatorial, whether pur life be 
a peaceful, silent, flowing stream, or a struggle and a bgttle, ' 
good looks, by prepossessing everybody promptly iifioxa 
favour, will be of great advantage to^s. They gi'\^, us at 
once, a certain position, and that is a wonderful th^g,' ^6 
retain, that position, there must, of course, be sometbihg 
more than a good-looking face. The truth of |Ilihis :has 
often :|jeen proved, in the House of Commons ; ^d iem is 


f8r^ 


,aaptlie3:,^proof— Mr. Henry Matthews, the 
Dun^^|n, though well known at the Bar,ow^ ^pt little 
the house last Session, when die fifeP 


• .ftEPf 
> '^ew. his ' 
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attention of tli© BotuSe ; mi, having, joinething more than 
good looks ^nd It graceful person, he kept it. 

Last JThur&da^J^dfek, he rose to, second Mr #Ge8rgo 
Henry coine t6 ‘kh<)W more about 

Mr- 

done. ' And tere, as many of our. 

► readels*^^^,fciiBw little or nothing of Mr. Matthews, a 
shor| iiis|iQty of‘^him may be acceptable, ‘^bebrett” shall 
be otu^ide. Mr. Matthews, then, is forty-four years old ; 
we shc^d^live thought him younger. He was educated at 
the Uiftiyersity of Paris, aad graduated B.A. there jn 1844. 
{n,l847 he graduated B.A. at the University of London in 
classical -and mathematicat honours, and in 1849, LLB. 
with^ honours. In 1850 he was called to the Bar at 
Lincoln’s linn, and in 1863 he was made (^.0. Mr, 
MatfceW, then, clearly must be an accomplished man. 
University degrees sometimes mean nothing, but a^inan who 
has ,gyaduated at the Paris University and taken mmours 
at the University of London must be learned and acJl^^^- 
plished. He is, too, a 'good speaker. He has a cleac^ 
pleasi^t ydice; distinct enunciation; quiet, easy , manner; 
„and, ofVcburse, self-j<bssession, for all our barristers have 


tha|j But Mr, Matthews is not an orator. In truth, there 
are. now very few, if any, orators at the English bar. 
Ora^ry seems gradually to have departed from the Bar as 
State^jprQlec^tions for libel, treason, and blasphemy^ became 

. .. , 
The ^iMjflj'^busmess of a barrister now is to clis4nt^gle, 

or it makl&e^^lh^case of his client requires it, t<>eii1i^gle 

„ ' 




m 








|for> time 
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to otiserve how ski^ully and ingeniously he ^rfonned hia 
task— how adroitly he flung the shuttle. Bu^ he wa^to 
ou]fmu|^, very 6old and indifferent, as,K he.folt iib q^ecial 
. interest in h(s work, ^ving us thejinpr6Mioj| tha| if he had 
heen retaine^the hext dayj^ d pp;^ pf la^-'to his 

web he woifld have done w With e«ual bkiik**Bufsd^it is 
with all these long-robed' gentlemen. , « ^ , , 5 'o. ; } . 

The Attomey^General, Sir Eobert Collier, being absent—’ 
he.having been snot in the leg by a blundenng servpmt— the 
Solicitor-General, Sir John Duke Coleridge, of couiSe, had 
to unweave Mr. Matthews’ cunningly woven> wetfe. And 
aJl who are acquainted with Sisf Jo^n, even thou^ they 
may not have read his speech, will know that he did 
his work artistically and well ; '’for in the art of weaying 
or unweaving, disentangling or entangling. Sir JohxP is a 
well-known master. There was, though, a difference 

between Sir John’s manner and that of Mr. Matthews. 

> ■ , 

Mr. Matthews did hia work, as we have said, coldly and 
withpdt any show of feeling; whereas Sir John, as he 
alyi^ys does, seemed to be very much in earnest. Of course, - 
was only seeming or simulating. Under different c^cum- 
stances. Sir John would have defended Mr. *0’Doflbvah 
Bossa’s return with the same zeal. *Andwhynot? Does, 
not jPechter perform Othello one nighft, and, vgth esgual 
feeling and power, lago, the next? Why should not 
forensic actors have the same privileges as theatrical ? But 
does not this shifting from side to side, arguing one ^ay to- 
day, ismd the other to-morrow, tend to deaden the l6v8*of*^' 
,'t)mth ^^d destroy the power to distinguish^ between right ^ 
woflg,? It would seem so ; but the Ja^^ers thepselyes 
/,‘say thafi^il doe&n^ and it is but just to allow 

no^3|t^g.to prpye ,that^hej_,j^|;r|ght. ,^|my ^ ,■ 

^ wibipi,^ wo^ h|V6 ^]^o^ ' hbfe^',; wHeh .Myested' ,^jgf ' 

appre(flation. .ofgthe.,^^}^f'.‘M'- ' 
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earnest a zeal in its pnfbuit, as any civilian can do; and 
when these cnen step on to the Bench Ih^jr prove, as a rule, 
tha\ really there is «io ^onfusipn of right and wrong |n tjieir 
ininds. In truth, hovyevtftr - long members of the Bar may 
hgive i^^sed' ^noW arming for the right and anon for the 
wrong/lirh^ii ^hey riae to the Bench they make clear-minded 
upright judges. Mter a few more speeches the division was 
taken,. Mth this result— for the Committee, 8 : against it, 
301 . ^‘ The*House then was convinced that the Solicitor- 
Gfeneilkl^h'ad successfully unravelled Mr. Matthew’s web of 
sophistry.’* ^ ifot it. It cared for neither ; but swept all 
the cobwebberies away ^th the broom of common-sense. 
“Pooh!” members ^aid, “what need we of precedents? 
The. man itf an imprisoned ielon, and cannot be a member of 
Parliament ; and if there be no precedent, it is time we 
made one. All precedents had once to be made. Why 
should not we, as well as our forefathers, make them ? ” 
That her Majesty’s Government mean work this Session 
the Eoyal speech, with that wonderful programme in it, the 
like of which never appeared in Eoyal speech before, 
abundantly proved. But here is another proof. Though 
011151*6116 week has expired since Parliament was opened; 
the Land Bill* has been introduced and read the 
first time. This if, we venture to say, something very un- 
commonT Tuesday was a great night vyith us in the House 
of Comnfons, but in the outer lobby there were no ’sigus of 
the magnitude and importance of the work which was 
gsmg*on vdthin; for this^lace, which on great nights used 
to be BO crowdjOd with strangers, was, when Mr. Gladstone 
rose, empty ^ad sijent. When Mr, Speaker passed through 
thj^e vireze spAe dozen Parliamentary'agents prpaeht, but 
when priyatp^b^^ess was finilhed they had to yffish. For 
a time.t|ierP %«i a Imot of str&igers at the fodl of tHie stairs 
leadit^p ihe Speijtei’s Gallery waiting to be admitted, but 
. ■' 12 ' 
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in. a few minutes ijiey disapp^afed, and after that the 
officials; and the nphce.and the attendante at .the refresh* 
mei^rst^, had the lobby to«themselyes. j^>]fdte^and^^^ 
a in^b^ 'ft 

entranceij ^d ^ ^te g®t him unto the denser bif^ltji^ng 

that, the fHend W immediately’ ta.depart,\|o ri^^Jy 

was t£e. .new edict enforced. Here, ag^in,' is sbffilthing 
new. Lobbying is put an ehd to, and scenes in tiie!";lobby • 
will no more employ our pen. So mucl^ fbr the outside of 
the House. * * 

A few words about the appearance of the ins^e» aflS only 
a few, for 'there was nothing te be seen there t^t we 
have not often described. The House was full, but we hav% 
seen it more crowded. Out of the 658 member^ we reckon 
that about 550 were present. Of course, the Strangers’ 
Galleries were full. The peers were down in such numbers 
that a doten or more had to stand. Three Boyal persoiiages 
•^ere present — the Duke of Cambridge, Prince Teck, and 
Prince Christian. They, of course, had seats reserved for 
them. Amongst the Ambassadors we noticed Mr. Motley, 
the United States Minister. This, we believe, was Mr. 
Motley’s first appearance in the House of Conflnons. • He 
came early, and got a seat ; but the Danish Ministef and a 
couple of envoys,, or whatever they call themselves,, ^om 
South America, had to stand.' A turbaned Indian Prince 
had to be shoved into a dark comer under the gallery. By 
the, Way, not a single Bishop was present. Let our refers 
.ttdce note of this fact. Last y^ar, whenoGladstone intto** 
duced his Irish Church Bill, a flock of prel^es ca^|t, down 
profane member irrever^tljP^calpied^;^^ 
** I jsay,’.* he sai^ toPan official, “ look how t&' co^tejf'^^dn 
; ^he.'^r^ lJw 'Thi 
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At five o'clopk, or, it might be, somg few minutes before, 
Mr. j^«eted by a stotm of cheers, from his party, 

ro^ tb work— the greatest workj we 

venture ^; ||y^ tas ever undertaken j /^rhaps a 

greats during the last ^fifty years has 
ever vpls^ spoke for thretsliours and a , 

quatilierp?^S.;aB,eech, as reported in the Tmes; occupies 
nearly 'fen columns ; and yet, in such good' fettle was he (to 
use an old 2janda?hire word), that not for a moment did his 
voice'^l^l him* riot for an instant did he falter or hesitate, 
and ibt (oqpe was the flow of his clear, majestic eloquence 
stopped, except when a burst of applause compelled him to 
.pause; and this diS not occur often. We have heard 
speeches Here which at ^ery few minutes evoked cheers. 
These were speeches addressed to the passions of the 
members ; this was addressed to their reasoning faculties. 
They were intended to excite : this, to convince. We have 
three sorts of speeches in the House ’. First and commonest 
q£ all are the dull, dreary, conamonplace harangues, which 
nobody applWds and but few listen to ; next, the eloquent 
party speeclies, which call forth hurricdnes of cheers, but 
, plUuSe little effect and are soon forgotten; last, the really 
g)^at Reaches, whi(A cause little excitement, but compel 
raj^t attention, convince the judgment, and remain long 
engraveci on the memory. The Premier’s was of the last 
kind, ijbe attention of the House during thosfe three hours 
wa|j profound and unflagging. Post-time came, but nobody 
si^e^,; dinner-bour arrived, but the dining-room remainea 
. empty, Whqu the orator had exhausted his facts and 
argumlnts, erid ugis evidently drawing to a close, therq was 
a ’slight .'jg^ov^ent, and a dozen or twd of, meml)^ glided 
'>:oqt;;.irf'i|^_"'^6^;;jbut the^j^^ass reiuained. rio^“ 

I'^d^ybriBg .. bis ' -eloijWt'' 

Iss^-iiolo^toiiwat; th^ ririfun which 
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tad held the membe|p snapped, a* volley of cheers burst 
forth, and the compact body broke up and pohjrec^out of the 
Houee. like a torrent. Wheifc Gladstone sat down theM 
were oV^ 600 members in the Hduse ; ten minutes after-t 
wards Mjr. Cardwell was talking i^bodt Arniy refor^ to lesi^ 
thafii forty. * • , « ^ * 

„ The hero of the past week was the Bight • 

7eb. 20,1870. "William Edward Foritdr, the member 

for Bradford, and “ Vice-President of the ‘Comim^lfie of 
Privy Councillors for Education ” — that is, ^‘#StSedihg 
Committee” told off from the* general body of JPrivy 
Councillors to attend to the educatfon of her Majesty’s, 
subjects. The president of this Committee ft Earl de 
" Grey and Ripon; the vice-president, Mr. Forster. •On 
Thursday, the 17th, Mr. Forster moved for leave to bring 
in his Education Bill; and, in a speech some two hours’ 
long, unfolded his great scheme. This measure is as im- 
portant as Mr. Gladstone’s Irish Land Bill, will occupy as 
much time, and be as sharply criticised. The measure pre- 
sents many salient points of attack, and several members 
are already getting, or have got, their guns into pOsitilSRrfor 
the assault ; notably Professor Fawcett^ who, in a IcSig and 
able letter in the Times of Monday, unmtisked, as we may 
say, his battery. But the discussions on this measure will, 
we may confidently foretell, not be so warm as *those on 
the Irish Land Bill : for the reason that the scheme touches 
neither Ireland nor Scotland, and |>oth the Bish and ^cotth 
are generally more ardent than the Engli^. There is, . 
though, this difference between the Irish ^md •Site Scotch — 
the Scotch do not take fire readily, but when" they do ignite 
the fire is hot and does not soBn expire ; ,whei%as the anger ^ , 
an Irishmn blazes up in a moment, flares up Very high, bttt 
; soon bums' down and goes out. Like flaming Straw, says 
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some one, is an Ixishms&’s anger ; like^ignited anthracite coal 
is that of the Scot. The clauses in the Education Bill which 
,will;be ihost earnestly discussed are these two l.#The 
clause wjiich peimitabut does not compel the mtmagers of 
^cho^s^'TO^enfosTce th5 attendance of all children at some 
seb^^; 2U>^he clause which permits the said managers to 
ehforo^he fteai^ing of dogmatic theology in schools. On 
> this latter clause we may expect the discussion to be warm, 
a9 discussions upon theological matters generally sure. 
ThitSij what ft called “ the religious difficulty.” This term, 
tho^|h, is ^uite erroneous. The difficulty is not religious, 
but dogmatic. Nobodj; wishes to exclude from schools 
, religious teaching, but many strongly object to dogmatic* 
instructioh. If our readers wish to understand this ques- 
tion they must keep that distinction in their minds. 
Clerical people tell us that these two are one and the same. 
But this is not true. They are diverse, and ofteh opposed. 
Take one proof. People rarely quarrel about religion proper 
as it was taught by the Great Teacher ; but theologians of 
all sects have been quarrelling ever since the first dogmatic 
i^iystem was elaborated and launched into the world. It has 
been our ambition to throw all the light we can upon 
the subjects which eeme before Parliament. Let our readers, 
.then, get clearl^i to understand this distinction, for, this 
ddhe, they will understand much more. 

Mr. Porster’s speech was, as we have said, about two 


hours^ long. It was not, though, too long, for he had a 
deal of ground to travel over. The speech may have 
. been even more than two hours’ long, for so interesting was 
the subject;^ so clearly did Mr. Forster unfold his scheme, 
that whilst Ife was speaking we took mo note of time, hot 
' even' to ma^ its. flight; libr did any one else that we 
^ obs^ed; folf the attention of the House d^hg all that 
' long space was close and unbroken. We have*^ often asked 
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ourselves why it is th%l a sermon, if it be j^ ui how long, 
wearies its hearers,*whilst in the.Hoa£;es.b{ Fj^li&ient mf;n 
will,*with no show of weariness, listemto* a speech four or 
even mx times as long. There is to j>his^ gaestio^o|>ut one 
answer. At ^nrch the preachers talk aboutjlihings in jrhicb 
the people ffiel little interest ; in Parliament * 0 T|j^ gife.at 
speakers discuss subjects in which \ye»=«a:^; alF:cleeply 
interested. There was a time when the peo^de of Eng- 
land listened to sermons an hour long with avidity— nay, 
when the sand in the hour-glass, which stood on the ^^pit- 
desk, had run out, the congregation would crj^ "GSith it 
again, master.” Whence this difference? The ansvKu; is 
‘prompt. The old Puritan theology was then all alive, and 
men never tired of hearing it discifssed. Now it is as dead 
as spent ashes. Would that our preachers could be brought 
to think of this! The members of the House listened to 
Mr. Forster because they are profoundly interested in this 
education question, and because Mr. Forster had to unfold 
a scheme intended to solve it. Then, it must be recollected 
that many of the members had formed strong opinions on 
this subject — ^had their own pet scheme — and, of ji^jprse, 
were anxious to learn whether they were in harmony wfth 
the Government plan or opposed to it. ‘ * - . / 

But it is time that we said something about Mr. ^orsii«^ . 
as a speaker. Our Vice-President of the Council ^as few, 
if any, of the extrinsic attributes of an orator. His out- 
ward appearance and manner do not prepossess his hepers ; 
in his favour, nor give any force to his speaking, Thou^ ' 
ption has so much to do in giving effect to«.oiatQry,4t is 
clear tjbat Mr. Forster has neither practised nmr stndisd it, 
as.Boebuck and Newdegate.have done, with effeqjt^^ong^ 
in ibieir c|kses, asin others, the study of :<uem^ lit^ leC to 
ma^efism.^ Mr. Forster' has;;a g(iod ^oi<;p, biif he Ao^ not 
' nse it with the o| w q^tp^iior does ^e to 
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hifl lapgutige or point Wb aentences. It may, indeed, ^ 
doubted viaetbet ever thinks beforehand of the words in 
wliicai he;'sM clothe his thoughts. Consequently, thf)tigh 
he is nat^ahy flhent *of , speech, his style is somewhat 
yu£ge^^ ^ow>?theh^ <s it that, ’mth, all these disqualifica- 
•;io»pt:^»&aA^backs,he can, as he always *dqes, command. 
;h*e a^toon ^ the House? The only answer is siinply 
because the Hjrse“has come to kn(TW that whenever he rises 
be- h&s something to say worth hearing, and can say it 
pftiilRand ctearly, albeit not elegantly nor with oratorical 
poT^. e members like 

Forster’s style of talkiijg. One of them, a Conservative, 
aft^hearing Mr. Ffirster’s speech, said in our hearing, “ 3, 
like to listen to Forster, because there is no nonsense about 
him/’ We have written thus much about Mr. Forster and 
his education speech because the subject is important, and 
because he who spoke upon it is a remarkable man. 


“A voice and nothing more.” One night last 
M«. 19, 1870. entered the House, this long- 

familiar sentence came to our mind, aS appropriate to the 
before us. We stood on a spot which commanded the 
whokt House; bu^ though we heard a strong, sonorous 
voice, we could see no member on his legs. We, however, 
inewl^t once that Mr. Kavanagh was speaking, and we also 
kn^w’ jJrhere he was sitting. The scene, even to us, was 
odd; while to strangers in the gallery it must have 
still mor-^ surprising. Most people must by this time* 
^p;v 7 why Mr. Kavanagh keeps his seat when’ he speaks. 
There tiaayi thojigh, still be some who have never heard of 
W^avtaagh." For their benefit, then, we will descnbe 
ag^.’ Mr. Arthul M’Murrough Kaytoaghhas no 
^inh^^&^hieplbQW j<wts, aaidnpleg8 He is, 

them^^ c^i^ to'all ’prece^ speaks 
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to keep his seat. Mr. Kavanagh irf* the son of Mr. Thomas 
Kavanagh, of Bopis, in the county of ’ Carlcrwv by Lady 
Haijfiet Margaret,, daughter of jthe secohdsEarl of Glancarfy. 
The hon. member was bom, thuS^maimed, in l§31i In 
1866 he stood for the county oLWerford, and defeated 'ouy 
clever, loquacious friend. Pope Heinessy, whp ig now 
governing the inhabitants at Labuan, bjgj^2,641 against 
1,882 votes. In 1868 he was returned for the county of < 
Carlow, without opposition. Mr. Kavaijagh’s appearance 
in the House excited a good deal of curiosify for ^&ne; 
but he was only a nine-days’ wonder. He nov^comSl^and 
goes without observation. “Yes^^but how does he come 
«and go ? ” our readers may ask. He cdmes and goes, tlien, , 
in a wheel-chair — ^not, though, through the lobby, to* be 
stared at by the strangers there, but by a private door 
behind the Speaker’s chair. His servant wheels hthn into 
the division-lobby ; and, on arriving at the door leading into 
the House, on the left of the Speaker, he springs upon the 
back of the servant, who drops his burden upon a seat 
always, by courtesy, reserved close to the door. Mr. 
Kavanagh, though' thus imperfectly formed, is not so 
helpless as might be imagined. By a simple •pj^fee €of 
• mechanism attached to the wheels ofchis chair, ho can 
propel it at great speed and turn it abou^ with ease. ' He 
can also write legibly and swiftly. He performs this feat in 
a curious manaer. He puts into his mouth the top® end of 
his pen, presses it lower down with his stumps, with which 
« he guides it, and makes it fly across the piiper with*^\ljs* ^ 
prising swiftness. One would think that this must be a. 
laborious and unpleasant task ; but it seems ncrit to be so; . 
for Mr. Kavanagh has actually written a l^ook, entitled \ 

“ Tbe Cruise of tlie Eva.” He hunts, too, and ghes across tie* 
cotmtry aS well'as the best man in the field, Wfe have ?ieard . 
that he shoots; but surely this is a fable, We would not» 
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though, positively jG»y it*i8; for Mr. l^vaAiagh is evidently 
^ an ingenioBB*man, and can himself suggest mechanical con> 
trivance%* Moreover, he is very rich, and <0801 command all 
the skill j;a mechanism J^hich money may buy. He speaks 
m the House tUcom&onlyii well. His language is plain, 
simple)) and '‘effective ^ and his voice is, strong, clear; and 
distinct. ' Nor jg the matter of his speech unworthy of 
notice. There seemed to us to be in his. speech upon the 
Irish Land Bill .a good deal of sound sense and acute 
critie'W. Indeed, Mr. Gladstone alluded to it, and said 
that hada^stened to it with high and peculiar satisfaction'; 
and ^s testimony is infinitely more valuable than ours. 

• 4 

m 

* Every genftral election is sure to send to 
’ * Parliament an oddity or two. The most 

conspicuous oddity returned at the general election of 
1868 is Mr. William Thomas Charley, barrister-at-law, 
who was sent to the House specially to defend the Pro- 
testant faith, and preserve the Church of Ireland from the 
aggressive Mr. Gladstone. This Irish Church was the 
lamb. in the jaws of the lion. Mr. Charley was the intrepid 
Da'!irici*%hh would save the lamb. When Salford succeeded** 
in retailing Mr. Charley there was joy -in the Protestant 
rank^, and it was«aid that during the carnival that ensued 
a prodigious quantity of beer went down the capacious 
Protesta&t throat. This is, though, nothing flew. In old 
times, “ Church and King ’* mobs were always famous 

'If ^ ^ ^ 

sixers of beer. Mr. Cl^arley himself was exuberant, and 
hiilhloquenc^ when he thanked the electors rose to a very 
lof^ pitch, (indeed. He claimed to be “ Heaven sent.” 
He^warn^, Mr. Gladstone that he v^ul^ have to meet 
Kini (Mr. OKSriey). “face to* face.” In short, he threw 
down h^^^^htiet to our faimous Prime Minisler, a.nd 
ohahi^ged' the hero of a hun;|red fights to single combat. 
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Well, the time can],e at last wh& 1&, Charley appeared 
in the House, We remember the day well, ai](d the hour.^ 
Wsi indeed, saw* the redoubtable champion widk into the 
House ; and, to be truthful, coultf.not , suppress .jk chudde 
when we saw^m ; for you sea, reader, IjeVas So*unlike .a 
champion r •We had read those l>outacmg Bppb^eS»of* Mr. 
Charley, and that defiant challenge, and '^g^xpected'to see 
a man of fierce countenance marching on to th§ arenas "Sfrith • 
soHd, reliant, or rather somewhat swaggeidng gait — a man 
something of mine Ancient Pistol style. Buf instead If this 
there came into the lobby quite a different perq^jnceltOgether 
—a man not of fierce, but of dullt vacant countenance with 
• curious opaque eyes, attempting, as it*^ seemed *to us, to peen 
into infinite space, but without Shccess Nor ffid he walk 
swaggeringly or even firmly, but with head thrust forypard, 
*and shuffling gait. Our first thought was, “ Well,if that’s 
the champion, our Premier will not have much work to do 
■with him.” But we would not judge him hastily. ” We 
must hear him speak,” we said, ” for appearances are some- 
times deceitful. He is not inspired now; let us wait till 
the afflatus comes. That loose frame may become braced 
'up; the opacity of his countenance may dis8lpp'^S;®his 
eyes, now so dull, may flash fire "v^en he shall? as he 
promised to do, really meet Gladstone face to face.” ^ud 
so we waited, and waited long; for Mr. Charley v^s in no 
hurry to prflve his heavenly mission, and showed*no haste 
to make good his proud vaunt. And, of course, Mr. Glad- 
stone did not challenge the hon. ^ember t® the fight^'"'^r. 
Gladstone had a great work to do, a work so ^bsorbihg that 
he probably quite forgot that Mr. Charlej^ wa?J!he|re. ;'.Pnce 
or twice, though, Mr. Charley s|»oke on. tife Ii;Js|l^|pS 5 h 
BiU;; not gpecially,. hofweye^ if pur rupmpr^ serves r^ii^ diid 
he atta^ llr. GladstonOi^ Bui )Us sp^clfes Verp g^gr^^t 
to enable ns at once to take measure ofltbie jaanr^^'tot 
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discover tiiat he wm ho Heaven-sent frophet; and to feel 
^urp that Mir. Gladstpi^, should he condeebend to take him 
in han^, 'wbuld Havd to do^it only once. Fdr those speeches 
of Giiarley were about the poorest, most illogical, 
sldmble-Hiainble *stij|f lh|iit We have ever been doomed to 
hear." lOotee, Mr.* Charley can talk fluently enough. 
He is ^ j^a^sterMritbpugh, by the way, he cannot have had 
•much»|)ractifiei(i Then, he has long been employed as a 
lecturer ^in defenceoof our 'Protestant faith; and, having 
been ideated at Oxford, it is but natural that he should 
be abn to*speak reasonably good English. But his mind 
is utt^ly illogical; his premises are generally false;, his 
Kasoning therefrom absurd ; in fact, it is not reasoning at 
all. “ But lie is a scholar,* some may say ; “ for has he not 
taken a degree ? ” True ; but what of that ? Scholarship 
implies acknowledge of languages and, it may be, facts ; but ' 
a ma&l may be able to write and speak all the tongues of this 
babbling earth, may be a living cyclopsedia of facts, and yet 
be utterly unable to reason coherently. We have known 
many such men. Indeed, a friend of ours once said that the 
most ill^cal men in the House are the learned men. And 
it i^ proverbially possible to lay so many books upon the 
brain tfiat it cannot ^ove. But we should say that Mr. 
Cl^ley’i mind is Naturally illogical. Enough of the hon. 
gentleman’s shortcomings, however. Mr. Charley did not 
last Session come into collision with the Priine Minister. 
We dp, not remember that he once directly assailed Mr, 
GlKo^one ; but. If he did, nothing came of the assault.. The 
Premier hhd mute other foes to grapple, ^d had no time 
nPt thought to spare for such small deer as Mh Charley; 
and so thp#‘^ Heaven-sent ’* could not fuffil his mission nor 
iflake gi^ 1^*^ vaunt. Indeed, all he succeed^ rp doing 
was tp as he did very early, that he was 

a y^^^nn^ ehWUipion — one rathe;c to be laughed out of the 
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field than to be mefein serious fight. This was the reputa- 
tion which he had gained at tiie end j>f last Besson. « • 
Sut on ThnrSday, March 17, in the debate on* th^* Peace 
Preservation (Ireland) Bill, which the secretary tcb^the Lord 
Lieutenant, with wearisome but ^eedful fength, had intro- 
duced to thd House, Mr. Charley suddenly felt* that th# time 
was come to redeem his pledge. j^taa^Mr. Glpchester 
Portescue fiad unrolled his frightful scrollf^the stream oP 
talk flowed on evenly enough, notwithstanding there was 
much in the speech of the Irish Secretary to reupe and 
alarm the House and excite the passions tn^ Irish 
members. Suddenly Mr. Ghaidey, though not a% Irish 
member, dashed into the debate and disturbed the even>- 
flowing current. He boldly ch&ged certain members and 
supporters of the Government with fostering agrarian* out- 
rage and nerving, by their language, the hand of the assassin 
in Ireland ; and, warming as he went on, he said that the 
Govetnment — meaning, of course, Mr, Gladstone — had 
grossly violated the Constitution, and, by carrying the 
Irish Church Act (by the way, it was Parliament, Mr. 
Charley, who carried that Act), “ had dangle d^ sixteen 
millions before the eyes of the Irish people, and now %ey 
(the Government) were surprised thSt their appetites for 
pltmder were whetted,” and so on, and^'so on, wi^ding^up 
with this remarkable peroration — “It (the Government) 
had plucked out of its socket one of the choicest jewels of 
the Crown — supremacy — and had cast it before Penian 
swine ; yet it was surprised thatcthe swinrf turned round* to 
rend their benefptors.” This fine Scripti^al figure was 
intended to call forth rapturous applauee. ^'But, alas for 
Mr. Charley! it evoked \er^ derisive cheers a^d laughter, 
than which in such cases nothing can be iSpre mortifymg. 
When Gh^fey dropped into his seat, the time for Mr, Glad- 
stone to speak was come — otherwise, w^ may he sure, he 
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would not have risen to answer Mr. Charley. Perhaps on the 
yhole it woiAd have been better if the Prime Minister had 
passed. by uimpticed the mexnber for Salford’s incoherent, 
vulgM tirqjje. The Houge jp its own way had sufficiently 
rebuked iSm., Bftt Mr.* Gladetone is, as we aU know, very 
impulsive. iMj. Charley had laid himself open. • Mr. Glad- 
stone ^tild not lie]p,^as he passed, giving his presumptuous 
foe’fust one. ^contemptuous wipe; only one. But it was 
enoughJ’t?)nd mofe,4han enough; for even that was not 
neededi ®The douse had by those expressive and derisive 
cheery J^d*l%pghter ^pilready done more than the sharpest 
sarcas^ could do. • 

, Though we hailed *with pleasure the coming of Mr. 
Vernon Hafcourt, we did*not, of course, expect that he 
would prove to be a brilliant speaker. He is a lawyer, and 
lawyers Tibw-a-days are rarely orators. They are, indeed, 
too often dull, tame, and even tiresome speakers. *But we 
hoped better things than this of Mr. Harcourt. If not an 
orator, we thought that he would be an effective debater. 
Has he justified these expectations? Not quite; and yet 
his speeches are always good. The speech on the religious 
diffiofiltyf v^th which he began the adjourned debate on the 
Educatito Bill on th^ evening of Friday, March 18th, was 
; an.|xcellent speech* We heard much of it; we read it in 
the Tims; and we came to the conclusion that it was a 
better spelch on that particular subject than afty other of 
th^ debate. It was bold, outspoken, clear. Mr. Harcourt 
unwMIands this» religiou^ difficulty, appreciates it, and 
probed it to t!^e bottom — which is more than can be said 
of most of thS spgakers. But the speech did not impress 
' the Hopse as it* should have done ; and *11111 is the reason 
why -Like aU^Mr. Harcourt’s*speeohes in the House thus 
far, it was not Sffectively delivered. Mr. Harcourt ought to 
be an eiiBfective speaker. He has knowledge, language, an 
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imposing presence, ^s had loftg e^^tienee in spiking. 
How is it, then, his speeches fall but coldly hpon the House ^ ^ 
Because he has no art. This is the secret. ]^e has eoni* 
mand of language, but he does n"^t knoW hpw t]!]^ modulate . 
his voice. B^s words are allowed tb flow®£rbm blih mdno- 
tonously, lasily, as if the speaker *ca»ed not frbw-they^icame 
out. And his action is quite as inartis^C^ In one* word, 
there is no rhsrthm in the hon. gentleman’s speaking* 'The* * 
action and the inflection do not agrqe^r, as \?e may 
say, do not keep the step. Then, lastly," Mr. ]&lrcourt 
is cold; he does not seem to feel, and, of qgufrse,^ Sjumot 
make his audience feel. He^laqks what Emerson, ^n his 
essay on' eloquence, just published,' sets do'wn as a mai® 
requisite in an orator — animal beat ; to warm himself, and, 
as a necessary consequence, his audience. Sergeant Dowse 
has too much of it. By his exuberance he would^were he 
to talk *to us in an unknown tongue, set us all oh-^fire. 
Gladstone, too, often “ inundates,” to quote Emerson again, 
the House “with a flood of animal spirits.” Mr. Bright 
has this force in medium quantity, and always under 
perfect control ; and this, among other more impor- 
tant qualities, tends to make his oratory at oiice*1so effec- 
tive and so charming. t • 

ft. 

A ril9 1870 maiden speech was delivered by Sir. 

’ • Plunket, who was elected, since tfie Session 

began, member for the University of Dublin, vice Mr. 
Lefroy, resigned. Mr. Plunket js a son ©f Lord PfllBStet, 
who was the son of the Lord Plunket, the great orator, of 
whom Canning said, after hearing one of j^lurltet’s $^^ho8> 

“ He brings back j^e days of Burke, and Pift, ancf i*ox, And ■ 
Sheridan.” lir. Plunket’s Mother is a daughter of 
Hohoiftable‘Charles KeIndaU Bushc, who wtdS ope 

. of the oralors of the Irish Parliameht, 
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then, by right of inheiitandb to be an orat jr. Has he succeeded 
to this inhfitance!? ^any cm that night hastily decided 
thaVhj ha|« ;> But \{e ale not prepared at present to acc^t 
tMs dlcisioili ; Orators like Lord Plunket are very rare. 
Hhalf afcM oritra ^peafin half a.c®taty, that 
half icentijj^niay be ^id to be rich in oratory.t We must, 
then, suspend ^ 'decision until Mr. Plunket shall have 
^poke|*igain ,anl yet 'again. But meanwhile we may 
decide that’ Mr. Plpnket is a speaker far above the level of 
speakfs'in the 'House, and tkt, with study, and care, and 
practijel h^-may become, if not an orator like his grand- 
father, an impressive and ^effective debater. He has a pre- 
^osseslihg appearance ,*he is eloquent ; his action is graceful 
and forcible; and not excessive; he can be graphic,. and, like 
mosli Irishmen, has a touch of humour in him. In short, 
here is ’fee stuff which goes far to make an orator. But 
whether Mr. Plunket has the true art, the inspirin'^ genius 
of the orator, remains to be seen. Anyhow, however, we 


us, and for this we ought to be thankful. 



CHAPTEK XXIX. „ 

THE BDUdATION BILL— DISRAELI HIMSELF ^GAHJA-^LAD- 
STONE’S speech— debate fON THE NEGOTUTIOES 
PRECEDING THE WAR BETWEEN ^RANOE AND GERMANY* 

June 29, 1870. Thursday the 16th the Education Bill was to 
be got into Committee, when the real of war 

would be'gm. At an early hour the House was full, and at that 
time there was no suspicion that anything strange was about 
to happen. There were one or two preliminary motions on 
going into Committee to be settled— notably one of Mr, Ver- 
non Harcourt ; everybody expected these would be moved in 
due form, be debated, put from the chair, and b^defeatod 
either with or without a division in the regular way. We 
were lounging outside the House when tka time came for the 
motion to be made that Mr. Speaker do leave the clair, Jnd 
had noihoifght of going inside for a time ; but an offfcial whis- 
pered in our ear, “ You should go into the House, something 
is goingto happen ” ; and of course we entered, and foittcifto 
our surprise, not Mr. Forster nor Mr. Vernon Harco^, but 
Mr^ Gladstone on his legs speakmg, wigi eygiy js^e' fix^d 
n^onhim, and eveijf ear open to catch every vPord that he said. 

’ ^ What, is hf doing ? ” we Said to a friend fiear.* ■j' “.Oh 1 he 

is goiifg^ to 'propose s&e changes m the 

soon discovered that it was so ; but it was a. 

‘ iw / 




iMBB. ©IffiRAHil HIMSBIlP ASADI. * J77 , 

we got to learn ^Kat th# changes wer^to be. The Prime 
Minister was in one of. hjs oircumlocutory.moods which we 
faow sp weU. , ]S[o man’can ipeak more tersely, more ^cjly 
to. the pojpj, than he canVhen he is so minded, 05, rather, 
when he^s inspited. lie speaks most'forcil^ly, with least 
circnmlocution,,and ambi^ty when he is somewhat ^giy. 
But he can be, %nd often is, terribly rambling and wearisome, 
«nd hf^was so on this occasion ; and yet there was no cause 
for all "this clroufa^pcution ; what he had to tell the House 
Was ve%Wplerand needed Uttle preliminary introduction or 
expla^afeom .He had to propose two or three changes in 
the Bill. These might hajre been announced and explained 
iji half an. hour, but He must have spoken nearly an hour 
and a half. ® The distance* that he had to travel was really 
veiy ’short, and the path very straight and plain. Why, 
then, did- he wander about all to no purpose, in such a 
devious, rambling, excursive manner, like a man Who hjae 
lost his way in a wood, or rather, perhaps, like one who, 
having plenty of time on his hands, determines, instead of 
taking the straight road, to plunge into a labyrinth of side- 
paths, merely to prove his skill in threading them? The 
HorOie go? ■^ry weary of all this circumlocution ; and what 
was wo^ee still, marflr of the members lost the clue, and 
when Mr. Gladstone sat down were by no means sure that 
the? clearly, understood the meaning of the amendments 

which he^ad proposed. * 

Mr, Disraeli is, happily, himself again. Our readers will 
reme^er that (juite early^in the Session he was attacked 
by bronchiM* The disease was common then— many, 
memoirs: hadSi, ^ough generally it was not of a ;se^em 
ty^; ' 3Shi'Mr-T)iOT^ attack was shMTp ^d proloia^d.v: 
For a ^|*pr t%<? lie had to keSp at home. Then he began: 
to but Idbkingmis^blytlnweU. 

. -lebid again we missed himi ana zitfnQttrs 



J7.d5'' :;ai!HB •nlNHBi Jim. OB' i!aB;')a§us;^''^OT 

'no dc^ubt %i>moT»'''i?]^'^&^ 

iflc jE^bit'w, or, at all events, exaggerated tte 4Snge^ • 
Igb^i^pa^s she . rarely fails to do. Suddeidy, Howffiiri^iilie 
.a^ain iuade his appearance, and at a glance any oft^ tn^|> t 
iibat, if not quite] well,, he was jaJ)idly advahcih^^ 
health. Mr. Disraeli is not a popular man.® His q\^ ptipiy 


j do not enthusiastically admire him, and his op^OBenfts^whbm 
^he has so often thwarted, and fojled, and castigated willi his 
sharp satire, cannot be expected to Ifiive any strong ^ecti^n 
for him. But nevertheless, we<‘are quite sureothat all were 


glad to see him in his place again, and to hear him speak as 
he did on Thursday night week, with all his oli^veliness 
wd freShness, and quiet satire and irony. Some of his hits 
were palpable, and excited roars of laughter on both sddes. 
Here is one of them “ Although,” he said, “ no crped or 
pn , t.Art>iinm of any denomination is to be introduced, the 
, schoolmaster is to have the power of teaching, enforcing, 

! and explainihg the Holy Scriptures when he sedSs. ^pw,. 
: .hP cannot do that without drawing inferences ,«nd,.COn- 
\ elusions ; and what will those inferencec and conciusions be 
;• Hut dogmas ? " A hit, a hit, a palpable hit ! AgaiR 

hot intrust the priest or presbyter with the firivilpge of 


l.jexpounding the Holy Scriptures to the scholam bp; yojk 
jlsie inventing and establishing a new sacerdotal ^|^la$8. f 
1^^, too, the right honourable gentleman cert^]^]^^t 
ll^^white.” What, then, shall we have the.Bibl^M^ 

■ |ib pr.coinpient’? Not so ; for, as he told uSiWij^jtop^^^ 
||;,Bt', ’|he 'kquse in^ a rSar, " there axp 



*q: babb ben I' 




irony. “ The right h<i|a6>^]blef 



' ifAl subject; syad yet I, candidly cd^fess tl^t 

- 1 do^hoi'iiofiiprehend* it!’’ O r^e Ben! Thbn dost^hOt 
; add iniich! to qu^ knowledge ; thy reasoning is never very# 
we^ cannot call thee a great statesjnan, but 
Id be sorry to lose thee. . , ' 




Julf3,i870. 


,The last day of the debate on the motion that 


the House go into committee on the Bill, 

' j P^Tnn.Ti immediately^preceded Gladstone ; and he was very 
dull. Whilst Horsman \^a3 wading through his carefully- , 
prepared peroration several members seemed to be hanging 
'On the*‘slip, ready to jump up as soon as he should drop* 
into bis seat. What, then! is the debate to be further 
^ : adjourned? If these men should insist upon speaking, it : 
’ mu^t' be. Yes; but they will not speak, or attempt to 
Speak ; for see ! Gladstone is also hanging on the slip, and 
;ihe,'b^; arrangement, catch the Speaker’s eye and will 

■ 8h6 discussion ; and after him no one will think of 

. we may bfe sure. So these gentlemen who still 

kave’ seeches bofltled up will postpone the delivery, or, if 

■ they be^pi^e, not deliver them at all, but break the bottles ; ■ 
• ' and let '^e speeches escape and waste their stveetnesS OU v: 

the d^c^ air. Mr. Gladstone’s speech was after his best :-' 
mt^nerr' Iiike • all great^ artists, he has more than bn^l,' 
5*JinaQn6r,‘ ■ 'i>l\at speech in which he announced the 

make in the Bill, the speech which!we|t 
week not in laudatory tdrms,,;* ival. J 
P^h^t^his’ 'loose, disctirsive, .wordy inah|i^i,'|i 
manner, as^ we ''k:^e;wj||^^|||^, 




raB ftmaii mm o» tkb aosstf ob dbJOtONa.. 4 • 
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® ■ , ' • ■ ^ V V,' 

AS -eiireiy ona ' jaighC '■3iscem*<^ 

^ ''liidPB ®e^^-'i|:’; 

0^';3!irfffl'''4hittt ’%liat’'By''spread’’pttt‘befoi»''rld 
yi>(S^ M^nfy-folir hours of discuVion. And new. ®|»v* * 
«jitM^e, th© leader of the Houseohas to sum-^t up and pti^aSn^ 
■the base of •the Govennnent clearly to the }va^,^ :]Sb'#_^bt 
'Could he done was to us an insolubje j>roblem. We 
Ibi^ked back upon that debate, it seemed a r^ere chaOs^ a* 
distracted confusion of ialse statement, oincoherent reason- 
ihgj wron^ conclusions, fallacies, stupidities, crudiwfes— in 
fact, confusion worse confounded. Indeed, it Was one of 
the peculiarities of this debate that scarcely two speakers 
agreed. But difficult as the task was, we soon learned, as 
we listened, that the master was quite equal to his work. 
He had not spoken a quarter of an hour before light bbgan 
to dawn upon the darkness, and the chaos to re^f^’ itself 
into order. Mr. Gladstone spoke for an hour — an hour and 
twenty minutes by the clock, as we reckoned ; and all that 
time he held the House in breathless attention, broken 
only now and then by applause. There was not, though, 
much cheering: the audience was too absorbed to cheer. 
Besides, though there was much in the speech ^o pKase 
the Conservatives, they would of ‘course app^d but 
stintedly one whom they have long consfdered theilr nat]}ral 
• foe ; whilst the gentlemen below the gangway, though they 
■ could not but admire the wonderful eloquence and power 


■ of the orator, would be rather disposed to sullen, moOdy 
} discontent or fretful petulance each sa'^ his pet scheicas 
> W theory swept away by the torrent, or caught up by koihe 
Idittle.eddy, which the orator was ever^jas ne 
J^filifroling out tg edteh up some waif or stray r^i:er i 

pljl^l'sg^eral current of his® argument. B^t 



AND OEBMAN mB. 


IBl 


difiotuis 




^ „ ifiie Gtevejjoment sohOTgie jnay 

ihat questi(Hi. w6 Bayndt^grr ; 

A^ribiag ^ speech and its affect, ittid,. 
i^es(ie i^rfect or never |b imperfect, that speech mufiSt %yOT 
remain W^one of the iftost eloquent and successful ^eebhea^, 
iBtlad^onp ever delivered. “ Did you hear 01adstoi|e ? 
said a Badical malcontent to us. “Yes; what did yohi 
thinly, ?)f it?” fee replied: “Think of it? why, that we 
are done, and hdvp nothing now to do but to pass the Bill 
as S'® we^'can.” On Monday the Committee began its 
wor^, %aa4 got on reasonably well for a time. It stuck, 
however, at the seventh clause — ^the great conscience clause 
and did not get clear of it until nearly seven o’plock on 
Tuesday ; it did manage, though, to swing clear and get to 
the*eighth before the House rose ; and Mr. Forster hopes to 
get hfS^Bill through Committee next week. 


Aag. 6 , 1870 . 


On Monday, and early in the evening— not an 
hour, indeed, after the doors were opened — 
all the galleries for strangers were filled ; notably, the 
Ambassadors’ and Peers’ Gallery. The veteran diplomatist 

■ C«^t Hesselrode was there ; and Mr. Motley, and a host 
of sfelSMsadors, chai^ds-d’affaires, secretaries of legation, and 
others fcknown to fame. It was not surprising that these 
gentlemen assembled in such numbers. Two great nations 

■ on the (jbntinent are at war. The diplomatists^had come to 
hesf what, in such case, England will do. The House was not 
eroded. There were not more than 251 members present. 

( The ^eat majority of members have left town. Mr. Disraeli, 
.; 0 f t^nise, l^gaii the debate; and when he rose an 
jjf^^jlftriVtbat IS, a silence full of awe— Seemed tb .fa^ ^oX] 
And this might*well be, for the lea^r, of i^^x 
about , to attempt' to eUdt 
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V'ipln^li^^ -Paxlia ^ ^ , 

every ''character' wlfioli'''lii#''$&s^p|^||^ 
!')i^,'^’'’ma7'say^ as we have' perliapfi' said b^bije^ t^^l, 
l^^^eyeribeeii able to think of Disragli^as an^h^j|;^t 
On Monday night he spoke as if 
ib^litbssed by a, sense of responsibility — ijvei^hed do^>;:^' 
Jib; V<^tild ' say, by the gravity of the occasion. BQs^voi^ 
)^i^s subdued. He spoke slowly, and apparently Wit?i gf^at 
,^^beration. He appeared to ^pok at every word wQll 
; before he uttered it; every sentence was’ elaborated t<^ 
pe^ection. But, under all this, fevery now and then the, 
cynic, as it seemed to us, peeped out, giving us the idea that 
after all' he was only acting a part; and it alwayfife soj 
and always has been so. "We have heard the Conservatiye 
leader speak a hundred times, and in all his different styles.; 
but, whether he was pronouncing a eulogium on a deceas^' 
Minister, or lashing a living one amidst the frantic cheere 
of his party, transfixing Mr. Beresford-Hope with a retort, 
or fiercely and passionately denouncing Mr. Stansfelft as &e 
harbourer of the assassins of Europe, ‘he always sheared 
to us to be only acting a part. His pai&os seeme^ to us 
to, be only simulated ; his anger put on only for stage effect. 
But, whether sincere or insincere, this night he, for a time, 

. did bib work uncommonly well. He never, indeed, spoke 
better. Nothing could be more artistic and effective tbah 
part of his speech, and the matter of it ."i 
ji^tesman-like and well-timed. In shq^, % 

^ilMfight while we listened, just such a speech as^wb- jd 
; to heair addressed by the leader of a %reat 
ih*Ei^Iand tp the listening civilised wbri^i.jl^ 



nibble and iippiesnve 






,,fi^. part 


he'^ibfdked’ aBOtii 

l^^:^^i6k^,gw«^eed the neuiiahty and,^6^^l^ij,|i^' 
&]gdke like«a statesman, ai^d the ^^hse itali^lp^ 
vijthji^e® attentiod', and :^om all sides* there came aj^fla^. 
jSntC^h he left''lhis treaty, and also the treaty wHck 
gtisianjieod the ili^pendence of Luxemburg, and began tj 
Bpeik*!ss| another treaty as quite as binding upon iis Is 
of .1§^1* ffhe House looked for a time puzzled. "What cariL 
. this treaty be ? every one seemed to ask' himself. At last it 
pamo out. It turned out to be the Treaty of Vienna, under 
which we are bound to secure, as he said, to the Prussian 
Sovereign certain Saxon provinces. In a moment down 
fell ililS^Opposition leader from his lofty height. Treaty of 
Vienna 1 Heaven help the man ! The demon of* mischief 
must have inspired him to rake up out of its ashes that old, 
rotten thing. Surely, if, when Europe reads the first part 
of his speech it will admire the man ; when it comes to 
this part there will be, from the Danube to the Northern 
Se^s, woiider and fume, to be followed with universal 
CachincMtion. Think of it, readers, that old Vienna Treaty I 
. Why, mere is not*a single party to it which has not broken 
ifj' ana long since it was tom to rags and consigned to 
obli^on? ahd probably there is not another man in Europe . 
» ,ir-rcertainly there is no statesman — who thinks thq|i this 
I old treaty is binding upon any mortal upon earth. AfteJf 
this ye left Mr. Disraeli to finish his speech as he might, 
B3fcthe-way/if Mr. Disraeli were suddenly to come into: 
; would lie recognise the force of ithat treaty and pffe| 

"^^fendisthdt Saxony country against Prance? 





CHAPTER XXX. 


MB. MUNDBLLA— MB. GOSCHEN— SIB CHABLES DI^,KE? MOVES 
A VOTE OF CENSUEE ON THE GOVERNMENT FOB TMIB 
FOREIGN POLICY— HIS SPEECH-lSIR ROBERT PEEL TO 
THE FRONT ONCE MORE— ME. WHITE ANDo MR. LOWE 
—GLADSTONE AGAINST DISRAELI— A CURIOUS ^ 
AMUSING BLUNDER. , ^ 


April 1, 1871. John'Mundella, manufacturer, 

of Nottingham, first came into Parliament in 
1868, as member for Sheffield. Most men who are ambi- 
tious to be senators have to try often before they can 
succeed. Mr. Mundella’s first attempt was ^iSccessfal. 
His opponent was John Arthur Roebuck, whom wo know 
so well, who, after having represented ^Sheffield mneteen 
years, and been in Parliament thirty, was defeat^ by*a 
majority of, 2,642. Alas! that it should have been sol 
Whei^ we heard that Roebuck was banished the House we 
were ffisposed to say, “We might have better) spared a better 
man,” or rather, a better politicism; for John Arthur Roe- 


buck, notwithstanding his political vagaries, ^as a useful 
member and a pow in the House. EbyI^ courage^ii,- 
would take up “subjects whioh members gefiierj^y 
tophiilg; ecclesiastical and like unpoj 
casep o! oppression of the weak by the 






mI. MTODBUiA. • * ; 

forcible, vr^fi hia eloquence ! It;, 
Eoebuck baek again, !! onlytq 

* t V example, the art of packing Weas^ for . 

he ^ “ higher perfection than all the oratore’ 

•v^Hvl’ev^ known. * The,mantle of Eoebupk has not fceen 
tak^ np by*Mr. MoiffleUa. He won the 8e%t from Eoebuck, 
but' he could, not, win Eoebuck’s oratorical power. Mr. 

• Mundella i^ unquestionably a clever man, and a sounder 
poUtiS^an than’his predecessor; and, if eloquence me^s 
fluei&jii of speech, he is eloquent. Indeed, he is tbo 
0lQjjiient ? % common fault this in the House of Commons, 
and one, we fear, which ^very day grows more conspicuous 

.and wearisome. In fhith, if members will not learn to say 
what they'have to say i& fewer words, there must come a 
titA^hen they must be compelled to do it by a law to limit 
spe^eS to a fixed time. Nor is this verbiage confined to 
speeches; it is found in all our Parliamentary documents, 
in copses of bills, motions, resolutions, &c. Mr. MundeUa’s 
resolkon is an example. Why say the Army may “ be put 
■ in a state of efficiency”? “Made efficient” is at once 
shorter and more forcible. And why say, “without 
' iffcreksiiig the ordinary military estimates of the year ” ? 

“ WitifDut increase ?)f cost ” fully expresses the idea. This 
nmy sfm a trifle^ but it is no trifle. If all useless verbiage 
^Id be strained out of our Parliamentary speeches their 
force would be increased, the morning ^pers might 
diminish their reporting staff, the House might rise every 
night at twelve, and miiny a valuable life would be pro- * 
longed. Tl^n Mt; Mundella’s speech lacked order, arrange- 
inent; OnJhe title of an old work on rhetoric there stands 
mott(^ “ Hk who well j divides his Subject will well dis- . 
it,” and fbis is true, or rather the converae of this— he 
no? divide his subject well vrill’ it ^ 

> But, nevertheless, Mr. ■ Muud^^a s^e^'- was 
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the fi^tg 'we^ reftsooing 

policy adTp(satie4 leound, wid l^ai, t 


“B^loy P4peM::;;‘V(^'ij|.'npi!?)' was’ (, 

■ ■ '■ ■■ ' - ■ '-I',.- ''>7. "'■ ' ' ' -' ' " ■ ® Y' 

,;' ':. •■ ;/r;7‘ ..^'More man ? ' More men— that’il^njiore we ■ r. ..‘^’•.•‘'vj;7'-'V'>' '; 

; ■ • 5: ' WeeB things grow weaker j^tb^lengthening. / ' » ' 

j • .' ' ' What is the use oi adding to the ttcil id ; ■ * 

■ . .. • - , ■ '■' TFhen it's the head’e in want of strengthening t" . • ■ ?.■■ ' /. 

' ■*' . Co*’ ' o 'i’. f 

Never was a more effective quotation made in^the Hed^ ' 
tblid tUs^ It exactly hits the blot. Wb h|ve plep^ of 
soldiers, but no army. Why ? Because we have nofflJSnbf 
genius to form these soldiers into an army. “ It’s the head’s 
in want of strengthening,” Nor is this only our case. Look 
oat Fmice — aU is mere chaos there.* If a “ bronzed ” 
lieutenant could but emerge from the crowd,® or some 
other “man of head” could get at the centre of it, b&w 
swiftly would the chaos resolve itself into order I WliSf*we 
heard this' most pertinent quotation, but for the fear of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms we should have made the House echo 
with laughter. 

Mr. Goschen entered Whitehall as First Lord of the 


Admiralty, for the first time, about three weeks ago, 
probably as ignorant of the duties which he would ^ave fo 
perform as he is of navigation. Nevertheless, on l^nday 
last, he introduced, and in a speech 'Wo hourR lon^ 
explained, the Navy Estimates, and did his wor^ as aU 
confessed, sthpassingly well. Several members, indeed, of 
long experience declared that they had never heard a more 
’ Clear and intelligible statement, ;p!ow could^this be don^r 
our readers may well ask. The answer is not^ar to seek. 

. ^ Goschen is a man of great capacityo— maijk thf: 
•word, if you please.* It means the power of con^ihin;^ ’(jp 
holding. Of course all the facts which he would 
I givo to tho House had to be pumped into him l^y tibd 
neut Qpcials. ^ "^ 611 , he had the capacity to vec^^e 



'lpji.iCB'’s M0TJ9N, '* ■' ‘ 

nati^ Ibdte thto'tbii' was rsqniied.^ M&. '- 
periec^, ani wrange th^ 'in'; 
or^f^’: tad to understand the; fa^tBj, ’ 

a;^^p^W^^an^ tte wl^refore of them, that heinigl^t hot 
nis|si||r^a^/bu^ explain tl^em, and defend item £c6m the 
atta^^of<«oppagnant%a^ even bitter critics. *^d all this 
hs and to fiv^ mind, considering the short time he had 
i to ds^te to^this work, a great feat it was. There was no 
small Ihimbub wh«n Mr. Goschen went to the Admiralty, 
blit I&e, Gladstone evidently knew his man. 


■ *j!l • 

8 1871 half-past, five, on March 30, Sir Charles 
. ’ * Dilke, -v^o was sitting in his accustomed 

place on the front seat b^low the gangway, rose to propose 
his^otion condemning the Government for agreeing to 
a GaMIerence on the Black Sea question under the present 
conditions. The House at the time was not 'crowded! 
Most of the seats below were occupied, but the galleries 
were empty. Sir Charles Dilke had flung down the gauntlfet, 
the Primp Minister had taken it up, and now the battle was 
to be fought. It was, to say the least, a bold position for so 
y<SUii|(’it%ftin to take, and if when he stood there with all 
eyes d^tred upon Siim he had shown nervousness and 
trepidt^on, no onS would have been surprised, but nothing 
of the sort was discernible. He seemed to be calm and self- 


posst^se^, and to enter action with the coolness Mf a veteran 
of ,lhe Old Guard. This is remarkable and not common, but 
those who ha^e read “ Greater Britain ” must have dis- 
covered that what we call nervousness is a thing not known 
^iSjr Charlgl. Jhen the speech which he had to deliver, 
could sf^, was all before hinl, mapped upon his ^ 
ii| nfere outline, but^vith most of the details ^led 
Speech been all written out and 'dqilu^tedvfo 
:v Ijvl^n.'.pSnnot .tell. But the;,_eap(^, t^e'‘^!ailipg 



1^; ; taB'’linrBB9LEra P® THB, HOUSa' OF cojcibk?. ; 

'0 'o >v^ v,i'' 

i^ep with which he ^ea4ecl his ^Sky throisgh the 
maze ol Sates aiid^quotationSi and soirustM^g m ]bis manii^^« 
ga^i^ jia thfi notion that Sir Charles was 8|)ea>I^^tfe<ffla 
memory. But ■what if he were ? I^that anything 3^ 
credit ? On thf contrary, it is, in th& case»?)f such a 
as this, if you have a memory equal <io the t§i6k/>the 
thing to do. There is a foolish prejudice ^ag^st speesjfe^ 
delivered from memory. But the reporters would tell you • 
that many of the best speeches they (have heard were 
■written out and sent up to the gallery before thqyoPweire 
delivered. Indeed, we ourselves have seen jiot a ^w 
speeches before they were delivered, and more than one 
• which the authors never could get delivered, and which still. 
remain,.and ■will probably ever reinain, unspoken speeches. 
Sir Charles’s speech was just the sort of speech to be C(Jm- 
mitted to memory. It was a solid, argumentative spedfeh — 
a chain df reasoning from beginning to end. But was it 
effective ? Well, effective in the sense of producing effect, 
we doubt whether it was. It was not the sort of speech 
likely to be effective in the House of Commons. It was too 
closely and, we may add, too subtly argumentative. The 
House of Commons is a cultured assembly, we°£fi:e oftBn 
told, and no doubt so it is. But many, if not moshoof its 
members are men of only average intellects — childrm of^a 
larger gro^wth, and have not the power, or, it may be, from 
■ mere indolesice of mind, have not the inclination to give 
close attention to, and follow through all its logical ■win<^ 

® ings, such a speech as this. We^doubt whether twenty of 
those who were present could, at the close of it, have given 
a good prdcis or summary of its contep|s. % House , of 
. Commons speech oiJght to be broad in its ou^lin^, and upj^ ■ 
cumbered with 'minute details, nor perple£ed by subtle 
’ refinements^ * Disraeli, when he wanders into® subtle yefiiJ^ 
ments, loses his hold on the attention ; so does ' 
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90 ''yr 4 . citen have to pe^eive. Nor erill the House travel 

•ttjlijbi a ^peiiiker' ^ott^h^i^^ or eveb lengthened con* 
oateni^iis, l/^ith the politics of Sir Charles’s speech* we 
have 'nothing to do hei^y but we may say that the general 
itoptesnon was that he w|bs too late, t^ah the thing was 
irre^cabiy dene, and*th,at all speechifying abdut it was, as 
Bernard Osbosn§ rut it, like flogging a dead horse. And, 

• besides this* it soon became clear to the House that the stress 
o| Sij Charles’s argument was not against the thing done, but 

ifagaiflatithe manner of doing it, about which the bulk of the 
Bta»se knfew and cared but little. And so it came to pass 
that, able as the speeoh was, it was not effective nor 

• impressive. * 

We have this week devoted two-thirds of our available 
space to Sir Charles Dilke and his speech. Is that not too 
m tfillEr? ' We think not, for the occasion was remarkable. 
Proposals of want of ponfidence in a Government are not 
common. It is twelve years since the last occurred. The 
speech was not a common speech. The speaker is not a 
common man. But, having said so much about the 
inaugural speech, we will say but little of those which 
f&llowea.* Nothing, indeed, except a few words upon that 
.whiclfivvas delivered by Sir Eobert Peel. Sir Bobert has 
^urind the existence of the Gladstone Government not been 
so IpyaHo his party as could be wished. More than once 
he has attacked the Government on the flank* sharply, and 
sometimes with bitterness, and has generally taken to 
eccentric, erratic course^, starting off at a tangent on the 
toad to no'v^ere, and, as Carlyle says of one of his historic 
^har^cters,«eagedy bent on arriving there. When, then, he 
^Co^e that^ursday night in his old place, tis old ally,* 
Mj* Bdrual Osborne, by his*side, we expected that again, 
he*was about to have a fling at the* Government, 
though, we had pleasurably to dis^vec that he 
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had, on the contxar^ come down fhlly armed to d^na ’the 

MmisteVud policy^ told this he did in a speecsh the eqttafivof. 
wl^ch' tot:, heartiness, lo^oal cohere&e, •sound redsonin^^,. 
ndt. very iibommon qualities in Sii^Eobert’s spefephefr^toa^ 
true humanity ijwhich is vfery characteristic “bf the nght*hbltt, 
Baronet), we never heard from Sir Bobert b^ore. Md it 
was .effective. As a defence of the C^oyeigiment it' was 
unanswerable, and at times it touched the heart o{ the « 
House — ^a very difficult thing this to dq, %v a vei^^hard, 
worldly, unsympathetic assembly is the House of Ccp®onB. 
During the twenty years we have known it diave ,^y 
once seen it stirred to its deplj^s. The enchanter who 
..aOhieved this wonder, or, as we might say, worked this, 
miracle, was Mr. John Bright. It was during the Crimean 
War, Qn February 23, 1855. Hopes of peace dawned? on 
the horizon, and, by a speech which Mr. Brighf'^then 
delivered* he moved all hearts as the trees of the forest are 
moved by the wind. Tears glistened in many an eye, and 
when the peroration ended, deep sighs, not cheering, pro- 
claimed the orator’s power. 

If Westminster must be represeirtSd by* a 
May 18, 1871. (jo^gej^ative, let the Conservatives ^ick to 
Mr. William Henry Smith ; for no borotigh in theWetro- 
polis — or, indeed, out of it — has a more useful, hard- 
working, intelligent representative. It must have been 
observed that Mr. Smith is not a violent party-man; in 
party struggles he never comes to the front." He has taken; 
to social questions, and he does his work honestly and^ 
. well. “But he is a Conservative,’’ some^pf <%: impetubii^: 
, Badical readers nmy exclaim. True, but ^hat of that?' 
, Thiiik you that*there are no <good and usefuP Conse^ijj^es 
,, in the Housef? Clear your head of all that rfibbish, '4f ’it' l^ 
f there. W© Diberal — ^Eadical even; 'we dwell iA^^est- 
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Thliia iffl’ Qjid have a voti^or that borough, and, of course, did' 
not yo^ fpr Smith. But we hesitate not to say that, 
pplit)^ apart, Weiatn&ister never had a more useful meii|^ber. 

, .^e that he sat the other side of the House ; but, 
nefertlleless, v^e are |;Iad to see him here« And so we are' 
to §06 Mr. •graves, <j£ fjjverpool, another most useful Con- 
servative mepaber^ and Mr. Peek, the gallant defender of 
, tbei^ople’s ri^ts of copamon. Indeed, if we had a vote 
for Mid-Surrey* ■ye think that, for the first time in our lives, 
we rather than lose Mr. Peek, vote for a ConsefVa- 

t^. •But^to return to' Mr. Smith. He speaks well — easily, 

. simply, clearly, conciselj. On Friday week the poor in the 
, metropolis were his object. He proposed to call attention* 
to matter, and this ‘he efficiently did. He called atten- 
tion, and got it — silent, unbroken attention. Many members 
cal^'dttention in the House, but, like Owen Glendower’s 
spirits, it does not come at their call. Mr. Snaith called, 
and it came ; and a very appalling picture Mr. Smith pre- 
» sented ; but of that nothing here. Most Friday nights are 
wasted ; thanks to Mr. Smith, this night was not. 


•• On Friday night week “Supply” was again 

Jime^lO, 1871. 

the House, pass^ a few years ago. Supply must head the 
fist or orders on Friday nights. The Government, though, 
rarely fet'any money on those nights. Supply, indeed, is 
not placed first mainly to this end, but rather to give private 
members an opportunity to bring forward their grievances and 
theories, and get them discussed and ventilated, and, if pos- 
.^ble, satis^f d. ^Very few such motions are adopted — ^not one 
i^.aihtmdred.* They are talked about, ^nd then ■withdrawn 
! ori defea^d. •Still, these disdhssions are exceedingly useful, 
^•imdi'ioip.e oi^ them very interesting. For ex&iiapjai on this 
oocAwdn Mr. White, of Brighton, moved a v^y imporiiant 
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is iiieiE^ddfent to mf^€i 

ltd ledtii^^n of i&e National Debt by an tuniaal ( 

ihblbnperial revenue tmtil a coWderable dknmnti^^ ; 
i|ta|l Ibave been made in the custoid^ and excise dj:(ti^ I, | 
Ij^^ed upon articles of consumption."® Mr, “White’s speeci^' l 
l^n this motion was very able. A itrangerih the gslle^^ ] 
might have fancied as he listened to it th^t anoex-Chw^Hibt^ 
of the Exchequer was speaking. Indeed, we have, • 

bhaincellors of the Exchequer who, though they had (as hll , 
Chancellors of the Exchequer have) all the heads o or tbe 
revenue departments to cram them, could not h®ve gql^p 
a speech like that which Mr. White delivered. Mr. Lowe,, 
when he rose to reply, must have felt 'that he had got before • 
him , “ a foeman worthy of his steel; ” and to those who are 
fond of traversing the arid, thorny region of finance the ’ 
speech must have been interesting. The audiencef waS^ot 
large ; bul;, though few, it was composed of the right sort of 
men — ^merchants, manufacturers, bankers, and the like, who ' 
understand and are interested in finance. 

We have said that the Chancellor must have felt that in* 
Mr. White he had a foeman worthy of his steel. He,* 
indeed, showed that he felt this ; for of all tho* tpeech^ 
which he has delivered since he has be6n Chancellor S)f the 
Exchequer, that in reply to Mr. White wa^ far and a'^ay the 
best. Mr. Lowe has not, either as a financier or a speaker, 
shone brilliantly this Session. Very poor was his Budget, 
and quite as poor his Budget speech. Perhaps he was con-' 
Bcious of this, and resolved, when he saw Mr.'White’s notia.e 
;Upon the notice-paper, to reconquer his lost position. Mv. 
Lowe had, of course, got up his speech with^^greli^ labour an|^, 

■ pare. Chancellors of the Exchequer do not make ^xterhp^fe' 
speeches on finance. But fhS fact was proved in a j - 
^ay. Mr. Ijowe, when he rose, said, “lam goSlng to 

■ ia i^ech which the honourable member for! 

’■■■ ' i ■ ■ ■ *0'' 
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to h(i/oe made'* The Haiise faughed at this, and no doubt 
many thought it was a capital hit, as tljough he meant to 
90 , “ th^ honourable*member might have found better and« 
stronger arguments to prove his case, and I shall ansW 
them ; ’’•and notdoubt Jdr. Lowe wished thS House to thinlr 
tnat^he meant this, jnd perhaps he did. ^B^t there was 
another meaning in what he said — in fact, a distinct double 
meaning lurked fclihis sentence. The case was as follows. 
\yhen»h6 wSs getting up his elaborate speech he imagined, as 
^e tjjtotight, all that Mr. White could say in favour of his 
motiom* put Mr. White took a somewhat different line of 
argument fr?»m that which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had expected, and consequently his speech would not exactly 
fit. Here ,was then a dilemma ; and this was the way by 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer slipped out of it. 
“Ijhall not answer the speech which the hon. member has 
made, but that which he ought to have made.” Clever Mr. 
Lowe ! Yes, reader, he is very clever. ” Too clever by 
half,” at times some people say. And, no doubt, this is 
so. Eor example — He often answers questions with such 
clever smartness that he offends the self-esteem of the 
^qjjfestionjt which a Minister of the Crown should never do. 


July 2^1871. 


• • 

Of aourse we had a discussion on the Ballot 
Bill. That Bill was the first order of the day, 
and that? you know, is by all means to be obstructed. Pro- 
bably to this end Mr. Bentinck rose. The hon. member for 
West Norfolk had asked the Eirst Lord of the Treasury a 
question, and Mr. Gladstofle was, in common courtesy, bound 
to answer. $ut why did he not 8||||||||Mfc|^;||raccinctly, as 
Palmerston woulS have done in su|kjcia|umstapc^ ? Why ^ 
did the ri^ht«hon. gentlemaji .feopt ^fwiSitSw 

^JVh^ did he efipatiate ? AJas ! our^n^iMt|^«&ffeft«frf dlWMi 
to be painfully wordy and wearisoiB|yaEJafaft.?*^i^^^l^8 
van n. 14 AH® 
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answ^were not l^ndly winnowed and compressed by the 
thoughtful, considerate reporters, the world wguld be sur- 
prised. “ I can,” said a reporter to®us^ “ give (Jladstorte’s 
answer in half the number of words he takes to give it.” 

• o 

After Gladstone came Sir James Elphinstone, a> speal^er 
somewhat Of the Bentinck type, iif sQifar as hej t(jp, is •yreari- 
some and inconsequential ; and then 'rose tough-lunged, 
long-winded, irrepressible Mr. Newdeg^e° to give us, as his^ 
wont is whenever an opportunity occurs,^ a® sol&in, objurga- 
tory homily, of which we shall say nothing h^re. • 

Mr. Disraeli, to our surprise, arose to throw, hM shield 
over the honourable member for West Norfolk. We ^y to 
our surprise, because there is a feud between these twoj 
and, whilst Bentinck has often in a marked manner shown 
his dislike to Disraeli, Disraeli has in an equally marked 
manner displayed, albeit in a silent way, something likq^on- 
tempt fer Bentinck. But Gladstone had spoken, and had, 
in truth, laid himself open to criticism; and therefore 
Disraeli rose, not so much perhaps to defend Bentinck as to 
pitch into Gladstone. Disraeli was angry, or, rather, had 
worked himself up into an artificial rage. He was not really 
angry, only histrionically angry ; but he simulfi^d anger 
well, and performed his part effectually. After enunqprating, 
with singular lucidity, and satirising with pungency not 
wanting in wit, all the shortcomings of the GoverfimenF— 
their large, promises and small performances, noting as he 
went along the measures which they had proposed and had 
to lay aside — ^he thus broke forth, raising his voice almost to a 
shriek : “ Why are all these things neglected ? Because you 
are engaged in something else. What is tFat something 
^ else? It is the bailot — a measure merely to put in practice 
the ideas of a* past generation. Why is this Bfil to absorb 
all our ^attention? Why is all this old stuff .brought l?efo5| 
us ? Only, because the Prime Minister has been converted 
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to elxpiring faith, and lias passionately embraced a 
corpse.” p rare Ben ! had yon taken to the histrionic 
.ihstegid of the poetical stage, how you would have brought 
dowj;^ the house I The Conservative party cheered *this 
ilistrioiiic rant •immensely. It seemed as jf it would never 
hav^ d^^ cheering. • Tne leader of the Conservative party 
has “0^ spoken rahch this Session. At the beginning of the 
Sessidtn he was fiot in good trim. During the long debates 
on the Army Bid he seldom spoke. In truth, though he had 
to with the Opposition, he had no sympathy with them, 
agreeing, *no doubt, with his friend Lord Derby. But he 
has lost none of his old ^ower. The speech which we have 
noticed was as clever, as those speeches which, twenty-five 
years ago, made him famous. Nor has age (he is sixty-six 
years old) diminished his physical power ; his voice is still 
strong end clear, and his action as energetic as ever. 

On Monday night the House was again in Committee on 
the Ballot Bill — ^hard at work, but doing little. “ What are 
you doing here ? ” asked a peer, who had sauntered down to 
the House of Commons, of a friend. “ Getting on at all? ” 

No,” was the reply ; ” we are marking time, not marching.” 
:,lnd thrs.was not far from the truth. 


1 '^ 


1871. 


On* Thursday evening week, when the House 


had got through its preliminary business, Mr. 
Gladstone appeared at the bar with a paper in his hand. 
” Mr. Gladstone,” Mr. Speaker called out, “ what have you 
there ? ” ” A'message from the Queen, Sir,” Mr. Gladstone 
replied. “ Bring it up,’^ said Mr. Speaker. Whereupon — 
the membeTs having all taken off their hats, according to 
custom in srfbh cases — ^the Prime Minister walked to the, 
tabje, bowing ‘as he went, and delivered tUe message to the 
^chief clerk, «who handed it to Mr. Speaker. v‘Mr.^ Speaker 
then read as follows Victoria Begina: Hex Majesty 
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being desirous of gxaking comf^tent provision foe the 
honourable support and maintenance of her ^third son,, 
‘Prince Arthur, .on his coming of age, reliea on t£ie 
attachment of the House of Pefirs " — here Mr, .Speaker 
paused and loc^J^ed confused, and th^e wai a senslition ip 
the House. Mr, Gladstone looked ‘p^lexed ;lidJt)othered, 
as if he hardly knew what to say or to d^*, for^some seconds, 
when he rose and thus incoherently spoke, amidfet the 
interruptions marked : — “ Sir, a mistake hj.s'been comihitted, 
but I apprehend it is one that does not vitiate the {locBsage 
(tittering). I appeal to the Chair. I give notice *thq^t I 
shall move that the message be ta]^en into consideration on 
Monday next (Cries of ‘What message? We have no. 
message ! ’ followed by laughter) the message of her Majesty 
(Cries of ‘Read! read!’ and more laughter). If the eftor 
which has been committed makes it difficult to proceeion 
the message, I will take care that it shall be corrected 
(Cries of ‘ Withdraw it ! vrithdraw it ! ’),” Here there was 
a pause and a good deal of nodding and shaking of heads 
on the Treasury bench — a sort of performance in dumb 
show seemed to us to be going on in that neighbourhood, 
Mr. Speaker bending down to the Chief Clerkf*and tka 
Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the* Exchequer, a»id the 
Secretary for War laying their heads together. In the 
midst of this performance, Mr. Osborne rose to^ask*a 
question concerning the business of the House, *and the 
affair of the message seemed to be laid aside ; but when Mr. 
Gladstone had answered the question, Mr. Disraeli got up, 
and, leaning over the table, said,^ “ I should like to know 
what has been done with respect to the piesJ|ge.” Glad- 
. stone — “ There is aa error of the pen.” Disfaeli — “ Is that 
a venial error ? ” Gladstone-«-“ As I understand it, it i^ not 
considered ^ssirable to proceed upon that message. It would « 
be more formal to bring up another message, which can be 
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done at another period the evening.’* Mr. Newdegate 
then rose io ask another question, and this singular scene 
ended. Ourious blunder, this. But whab was the blunder f 
An errd® pf the pen, Mr* Gladstone said ; but it was no error 
of the pen. The cash was simply this. A> message was to 
be amt to tbo LordI and another to the Commons. The 
official who bjid ^charge of these messages sent the message 
for itjSe Lo|ds to Mr. Gladstone and that addressed to the 
Coimiions to Lord Granville. This is the solution of the 
mysWir ; and it was surprising to us at the time that not 
onp oAhvs yiseheads in the neighbourhood of the Treasury 
bench could penetrate it* In less than quarter of an hour 
the messages were exchanged, and Mr. Gladstone, greeted# 
with cheers of the ironical sort, again presented himself at 
thb Bar. Doubtless the official who had charge of the 
message got, as he deserved to get, a sharp wigging. 

On the 31st of July the opponents of the ‘grant to 
Prince Arthur were placed in a curious dilemma, or, as 
we may say, got into a trap. The original question was 
that d616,000 a year be granted; whereupon Mr. Dixon, 
the member for Birmingham, moved that £5,000 be struck 
from the £15,000. If this amendment could have 
been '’put in the •naked form, and had been carried, 
some other meihber might then have moved that a 
furth^ sum be struck off. But proposals to reduce votes in 
Sv.pply cannot be put in this way. When a member pro- 
poses to reduce a vote, the chairman subtracts the sum by 
which the member proposes to reduce the vote from the • 
original sum, and puts the question that the balance be 
granted ; Sipd thus members, whilst voting that the sum 
proposed to be struck off shall not be granted, do also vote » 
tha^ the reduCied amount be gfanted, and so the eleven, who 
I were pledged” to vote that nothing be granted ^jo th| Prince, 
actually voted that £10,000 be granted. To make this case 
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]^ain we will show ore readers whaf actually occurred. Mr. 
Gladstone proposed* that an annuity of j£ 15,600 ho granted^ ^ 
^heyeupon Mr. Dixon proposed that d66,(JOO be struck off. 
Mr. Dodson then said— “ The original question wi^s that 
£15,000 be granted, &c. ; since when an amen^ent has been . 
moved that the vote be reduced to £t0,000 — the question 
which I have to put is that £10,000 be grafted,” &c. The 
Committee divided, and the numbers were — for tlje £lO,000, ' 
61; against, 289— all the opponents to ihe entire ggrant 
voting for the £10,000, they, in their innocence, thij;iki»f^he 
while that they were only voting that £5,000 bee ^ruck off. 
We have said that the opponents of the grant voted for this 
amendment. There was, though, one 'Who did not vote — to’ ' 
wit, Mr. Fawcett. He saw the trdp and walked* out. As 
there was no chance of the amendment being carried, the votes 
of these gentlemen were practically of no consequence ; bttt 
the fact remains. These gentlemen, who were pledged to 
oppose a grant of an annuity to Prince Arthur, did actually 
vote that he should have an annuity of £3 0,000 a year. The 
amendment lost, the original question, that £15,000 be 
granted, was put ; and against this the opponents of the 
grant — including Mr. Fawcett, making eleven in all— voted 
and so with ten of these opponents it waS £10,000 a year or 
nothing. What if the amendment hadhe^ earned? ^at^ 
a pretty hullabaloo there would have been ! “ Why^’ their 
constituents Would have said, “ you pledged yomrself to vote 
against the grant to Prince Arthur, and you have^gone and 


•given him £10,000 a year ! ” 
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Brougham, JJenry® PetS? (&aron 
Brougham ^nd Xf'Ux), last of the 
orators, i. 7; i.^0; described^ i. 116 ; 
his versatility, 1. 117^; i. 12(/^ his 
“ thunder,” i? 151-1.2 
Bruce, Austin, ii. 73 * 

Buchanan, James (PresildenttY of the 
U. S.), i. 113-4 o ^ 
Buck^ghamshire, Bight Hon. Mender 
for. See Disraeli , 

Budgets, Preface vii ; Mr. Gladstone’s ’ 
1866 B., i. 118 et $eq : ; his B. of 
1861, i. 166 et eeq,; his B. of 18&8, 

ii. 6 et eeq,; Mr. Ward’s 1868 B., 
ii. 97 et eeq , ; Mr. Lowe’6 1869 #t, 
ii. 146 et eeq, 

Bulwer-Lytton, Sir Edward George 
Earle (afterwards Baron Lytton), 
Preface viii-ix; his parliamentary 
manner, i. 9-10, 40-1; supports 
Cobden in the Canton Debate, i. 24, 

32 ; speaks on the India Bill, i. 40 ; 
his face, i. 42, 88 ; quotation lron:j^, 
“ Night and Morning,” i. hi ; voices 
compared, 'i. 70; orates on th^Derby 
Beform Bill,^ i* 89, 90; listens to 
Gladstone, i. 126 ; orates (m Lorc^ 
John Bussell’s Beform Bill, i. 147 
et eeq. ; his oratory analy^d, ii. 40 
et eeq, 

Burke, Edmund, Preface xi; White- 
side compared With, 13, 90, ii. 
174 

Bury, Lord, ii. 24 
Bury St. Edmunds, ii. 107 
Bushe, Bight Hon. dUharles Kendall, 
ii. 174 « 

Outler- Johnstone, Mf;, ii. 88 
Byng, Mr., i. 96-1 ^ 

Buzfuz, Sergeant, an imaginary situa- 
tion, i. 118 



mBBX. 


• 

the BifUxi Hon. Sir Hngli Mo- 
CjJmont (first Earl ol Calms), i. 62 
nteq. % • 

-a 21 no ^ 




H.B.H.tfeDuke«f, i. 28, 
120„167, U. 37, 46, 66, 
130-1, 162. • 


Campbell. John (Baront Climpbell, 
^ ISbrd Cljiancellor 1869- 


62), i. i;>0, 167 
Sir (Jolin (afterwards 
^ • Baron Clyde), i. 67 

Can^ pu. See Du dmo 
iOai^^g, Charles John, Earl, i. 60 et 

„ &®rge, i. 161 
„ Sir Stratford. See Stratford 
deBedcliffe ^ 

Canterbury, Archbishop of "^Archibald 
CampbeD Tait), ii. 131 
Ainton, i. 24 et seq. 

Capital Punishment in Prisons, ii. 87 


^rdigafi. Lord, ii. 37 
Cardwell, Bight Hon. Edward (after- 
wards Viscount Cardwell), i. 31 ; 
rpoves in the Debate on Lord 
Canning’s Proclamation to the 
Landowners of Oudh, i. 60 et seq. ; 

' withdraws the motion, i. 75 ; ii. 6, 
24, 105 

Carlisle, piember for. See Graham 
(Sir J!) 

CarloV, ii. 168 * 

Carlton Club, the, ii.*16 
.» Carl|^, Thomas, i. 68, ii. 62 
Car^^ton, Introduction xxii 
C itholid Emancipation, ii. 130 
Caucasian, the great. See Disraeli 
Cavendish, Lord. See Hartington 
Cavour, Count di (Camillo Benso), i. 


113 • 

Cecil, BoberiJEarl of Salisbury), ii. 16 
Cecil, Lord |robert Arthur Talbot Gas- 
coigne (afterwards Lord Cranborne, 
now Marquess of Salisbury), sup- 
iports Oobdei^in the Canton Deba#, 
i. 24 ; his tw.lent and his temper, i. 
160; speaks in the “Brazil Debate,” 
U. 1-2 j on the Army Estiiaatcs, 


ii. deserted, iL itf 
^ “guerilla,” ii. 43 ; * his 
UngucB, ii. 44 listens to Disraeli im 
Beform, i|^ 50-1; he makes a fifth 
speech in the Orissa famine debate, 
ii. 72 et seq. ; ii. 90 
Cecil, Thomasd[Earl of Exeter), ii* 16 
Chancellors (Lord^ High), to whom 
references will be found in the 
text : Brougham, Cairns, Campbell, 
Chelmsford, Erskine, Lyndhurst, 
Westbury. 

Chancellors of the Exchequer to whom 
references will be found ^in the 
text: Childers, Disraeli, Gladstone, 
Goschen, Harcourt, Hunt, Lewis, 
Lowe, Northcote, Wood 
“ Charles-et-Georges ” debate, i. 87 
Charley, William Thomas, ii. 169 et seq. 
Chatham, William Pitt first Earl of, 
compared with Whiteside, i. 13 
Chelmsford, Lord, i. 120 
Chester, ii. 90 

Childers, Bight Hon. H., as First Lord 
of the Admiralty, ii. 137-8 
Chinese Poisoning Case, i. 36 
Christian, Prince, ii. 162 
Cicero, compared with House of 
Commons, i. 90, ii. 39 
Cinque Ports, i. 68 
Clancarty, Earl of, ii. 168 
Clarendon, Earl of, ii. 28 
Clanricarde Question, i. 48 
Clay, i. 74-5 

Cobden, Biohard, Preface viii, ix, xi, 
xvi, i. 7 ; moves the vote of censure 
in the Canton DeJ^ate, i. 24 et seq . ; 
out, i. 31 ; in connection with Major- 
Gen. Thompson, i. 35 ; i. 68 ; how 
he looks, Feb., 1863, i. 175; ii. 8^ 
his power to hold the House, ii. 
24-5 ; his death and eulogy, ii. 25 
et seq. ; ii. 123 

Cobden, Biohard (son of the above), 
his death, i^ 104 
Cochrane, Mr. Baillie, ii. 42 
Coleridge, Sir John Duke (afterwards 
Lord Chief Janice o^ England), U, 
160 



iUier.SirSobert, ii. 160 


will be fonnd in the texf : Bolwer- 
^ytton, Cardwell, Granville, Grey 
(Sir George), Herbert, Molesworth, 
Bnssell (Lord John), Stanley (Lord 

[B.H.S.])^ 

Commeroial Treaty with France, i. 
119, 188, 154 

** Ooningsby ** quoted, i. 182-8, ii. 84, 
148 

Conspiracy to Murder” Bill, i. 43 
et ieq. 


Coppock, Mr., i. 68, ii. 21 
Corn Laws, i. 82, 35, 70 
Coronation Oath, ii. 130-1 
Corranoe, F. S., ii. 147 
C<yry, Mr., u. 77 

Cranborne, Lord. See Cecil (Lord 
Bobert) 

Crimean War, ii. 190 
Cromwell, Oliver, i. 72, 147, 172 
Crosby Hall, i. 21 
** Cruise of the Eva^ The,” ii. 168 
Cumberland, Duke of, ii. 130 
Gumming, Dr., i. 49 
“ Curiosities of Literature,” ii. 84 


Dallas, Geoboe Mifflin, i. 9, 120 
Danton, Georges Jacques, i. 150 
Danube, ii. 183 
Darjeeling, ii. 73 
Davis, Jefferson, ii. 132-8 
Deasy, i. 63 

Demosthenes, compared with House 
of Commons, i. 90, 150, ii. 41 
Denison, the Bight Hon J. E. (after- 
wards Viscount Ossington) gives 
Sumner the entrSe of the House, i. 

^83 ; letting members ” fight it out,” 
i. 65 ; puts the question on Card- 
well's motion, i. 66 ; rebukes Warren, 
i, 81; compared with LeJ^vre, i, 
*130; rebukes Sir B. peel, i. 156; 
asserts his authority, ii. 114; on 
the Queen's mess^e about Prince 
Arthur, ii. 1^6 

Deputy Governor of the Bank, ii. 47 


Derby, Sdward Geoffrey Smith Staidey, 
fourteenth Earl of, i. 12, 34, 59,* 
72, 74, 147, ii. 8,515 ; DisraeU ^ 
euiSgisM him, ii. 8&o7 • 

, „ Egward Henry Smith Stanley, 
fifteenth Ei^l of. <Sfe^l^nley. 

” Dialogus Horatii et Lydiss,” i. 175 
” Diary Of ad?hysioian. The,” i. 1881 
Dillwyn, Mr., i. (is ^ 

Dilke, Sir Cha^des Wentworth (for- 
merly member for Wafling: 
ford), ii. V65 ^ / 


the Bigbi Hon. Sir Cll^arles 


Wentworth, Preface liiffii, * 
155-6, 187 et eeq.^ % 
D’Israeli, Isaac, ii. 84 
Disraeli^ight Hon. Benjamin (afte^^ 
wardsEarl of Beaconsfield), Preface 
vii, ix^Ei, xiv; his dress, i. 2; his 
wit, i.^, 23 ; when to sed' him, i. 5|. 
22; his quality as a speaker, i. 6-8? 
associated with Whiteside, i. 12; 
suspected of ** flamming,”®!. 13 
Palmerston retorts on him, i. 22; 
not up to time, i. 32 ; opposes 
Divorce Bill, i. 37, 48; as Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in Lord 
’Derby’s second Ministry he brings 
in the India Bill, i. 51 et. ieq., i. 68; 
voices compared, i. 70 ; he rises on 
Cardwell’s withdrawal of higi, potion, 
i. 75-7 ; he sums up the debate on 
his Eeform Bill, i. 98 et seq. ; dRing 
battle in opposlaon (1859), i. 105 et 


seq.; his inscrutability, i. l()2,-8; 
quoted against himself, i. 132-3 ; a 
simulated rage, i. 151-2, 153, 154 ; 
out of sorts, i. 155-6 ; defends Lord 
Robert Cecil, i. 161-2; ^eaks on 
the death of the PAnce Consort, i. 
163-4*; i. 169, 170; speaks like the 
Sphinx, i. 170 et seq . ; how he looks 
on February, 18^3, if ^ 175; pro- 
nounces a panegyrioaon Sir. G. 0. 
Lewis, ii. 5, 8, 9, 10; Mi Budget 
Speeches, ii. 10, 19 ; speaks 
the death of Cobden, 25-7 ; re- 
plies on Gladstone’s Bef orm measure, 
ii. <94 et seq.; introduces a new 



immx, 




Bdma measure, !i. 50 et uqj$ “in 
shoal water,** ii. 52<-8 ; realising the 
Bolemxuty %f the oeoaslon, ii. 56; 
affegtin^ the siblime, if^ 67; the 
“rat^ hranohise,* ii. 5g ; the. 
Toriej^ate “ so^^,** ii. 66-7 ; the 
Conservatives “sold,” ii* 71-2; his 
marvellous <^iloting of his Reform 
Bill, iiT^TS-S*, the ^debate on the 
•Address (November, ^1867), ii. 78; 
frietfdlyamenitiesTii. 79; hischoice- 
n4^ of lax%uagef ii. 82-3 ; his first 
apnearauoe eat Pritie Minister, ii. 

seq, ; his maiden speech 
recaltfd,^. 88; courtesy, ii. 91; 
^will he aiisolve? ii. 92-3; “his 
gaidnight manner,” ii. 94 ; defeated 
on the Irish Church questftn, he 
still does not resign, ii. 9^^moves 
an address of sympathy \mh the 
iQueen for the attempt to assassinate 
the Duke of Edinburgh, ii. 100, 101 ; 

0*he spdkks after his interview with 
the Queen anent the defeat of the 
Government, ii. 102-3; his mot to 
]^ight quoted, ii. 103 ; challenges a 
vote of want of confidence, ii. 104, 
107; delivers a parting shot on Glad- 
stone’s Irish Church Besolutions, 
ii. 108; Lord John Manners’ igno- 
rance. li. 110 ; he laughs, ii. 114 ; 
on “ the hour and the man,” ii. 118 ; 
hi^oLange of mannfr to his col- 
leagues, ii. 119 ; nmves the vote of 
i th^ll^B to Sir B. Napier, ii. 120 et 
nq*; moves the address on the 
birth %f the Princess Victoria of 
Wales (July 6, 1868), ii. 123-4; 
quoted, ii, 128, 133; proposes that 
the IrislT Chuich Bill be read the 
second time “ this day six months,” 
ii. 141 et ; his pride of race, ii. 
143 et Beq^J^Q r^overs his old form 
after illness, ii. 177-9 ; he asks the 
Govemmtnt what attitude they are 
f;oing to adopt during the Franc#> 
Prussian \J^r, ii. 181-3; ii. 188; 
speaks caustically on the Ballot Bill, 
U, 194-^ ; on a Io^bub caUmU |* 196 


DisraeU,Jto., U. 78 

Divorce Preface xiv., 1, 88 tf isg. 

Dixon, G., ft.' 197-^ 

Dod cited, i. }12, ii. ^ « 

Dodd, Mrs. (in Charles Lever’s iu>vd)P, 
Preface xvii 

Dodson, John Ggorge (Deputy Speaker), 
ii. 107, 184, 198 • 

Dowse, Mr. SergeanlB.,ii. 149-51,174 

Drummond, Mr., i, 47 

Dublin, ii. 108 

Du Cane, i. 132 

Dudley, i. 168 

Dufts, The, i. 34, 

Dumfries, i. 144 
Dunbar, Prof., i. 80 
Dykeman (“ in Night and Monfing ”), 
i. 67 

East Ikdu Company, i. 40 
Ebrington, Lord, i. 83 
Edinburgh, ii. 139 

,, Duke of, the attempt to 

assassinate him, ii. 100, 
101 

„ University, i. 80 

Education Bill (Mr. Forster’s), ii. 164 
et seq,; in Committee, ii. 176 et ceq. 
Election Petitions Bill, ii. 82 
Ellenborough, Lord, i. 51-2, 64 
Elphinstone, Sir James, ii. 194 
Emerson cited, ii. 81 
“Eothen” i. 32, 133 
Ernst, ii. 72 

Erskine, Thomas, Baron, 1. 90 
“ Eugene Aram,” ii. 42 
Everett, Edward, ii. J6 
Eversley, Viscount. See Lefevre# 
Ewart, W., i. 144, 146 
Eyre, General, ii. 120 
„ Governor, ii. 120 

Fawcett, Professor Henry, his maiden 
speech, ii. 38-9 ; ii. 146, 164, 198 
Fechter, S. 160 
Ferguson, Dr., i. 119, 123 
Foreign Secretaries to whom referenoea 
will be found in the text : Canning 
(George), Clarendon, GranviQe, Pal- 





m 

tassfMh^ Bussell (I<or^ John), 
Stanley (Lord [B.G.S.]) 

Forster, Bight Hon. W. If., i. 170-1 ; 

ii. 164 et $eq„ 176, 181^ 
iB^rte^ue, Mr., i. 140 
Fox, Charles Janies, Prefaoe xi ; i. 61, 
37, 68, ii* 174 ^ 

France, Preface Yii ; i. 74, 106-7, li. 

8, 82, 183 • 

Franoo-Prassian War, ii. 181-8 
Free Trade, i. 171, 119. See aUo Com 
Laws. 

Gasooionx, Bambeb, ii. 16 
Gazette^ the, i. 102 
Germany, i. 74 

Gibson, Milner, i. 81, 76, 124, 182, 
ii. 8 

Gladstone, Mrs., i. 119, 123 
Gladstone, Right Hon. W. E., Preface 
vii, viii, ix, xiv, xv; his speaking 
faculty, i. 7, 22 ; supports Cobden in 
Canton Debate i. 24, 29; returns 
after General Election of 1857, 
i. 81; compared with Bethell, i. 
37; after Palmerston’s defeat, i. 
47; i. 61, 66; voices compared, i. 
70; i. 91; moves the adjournment 
of the (Derby - Disraeli) Reform 
Debate, i. 95 ; reopens it, i. 96 et 
seq,; appears as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer under Palmerston, 1. 105 ; 
he withers Whiteside, i. 109; the 
Budget of 1860, i. 118 et seq,; i. 132 ; 
the Budget of 1861, i. 156 et seq, ; 
retorts on Lord R. Cecil, i. 160-2, 
168 ; answers Si;^ Stafford Northcote, 
i. 176-1 ; compared with other 
Chancellors of the Exchequer, ii. 5 ; 
the Budget of 1863, ii. 5 et seq, ; ii. 
^17 ; his Reform Bill, ii. 34 et seq, ; a 
great speech on Reform, ii. 45 et 
seq,t 53 ; ii. 55 ; he mercilessly dissects 
Disraeli’s Reform measure, ii. 58 
•et seq,; speaks under a ifiisappre- 
hension, ii. 64 et seq,; ** under a 
cloud,” ii. 68 ; his knowledge, ii. 69 ; 
lack of tact, ii. 70-1 ; the parody on 
bis bftnalaROQ qI the Dialogue 


a 

beWseen Horace and Lydia, ii. 80*1 ; 
how he looks, February, 1868, ii. 81 ; 
his son Willidm Hen^ makes 
dibut, if 90^1; 95-6; «oon^ared 
with JSunt & Chancellor ^f the 
Exchequer, ii. 96 et se4,ffj>n the 
attempt S) assassinate the Duke of 
Edinhurgfi, ii. 101: hi^Iriqh Clgirch 
Resolutions (feplyiiSjg to Disraeli), 
ii. 108-4 ; ort the Ir^h Church Pro- 
perty question, if. 105 et seq, ;l!dajor 
Knox’s grotesqu# mistfike, ii, xfl et 
seq,; rises to move the second 
reading of his Irish Church Pj^sety 
Bill, ii. 115 ; his powe^^;^^i^ieader- 
ship analysed, ii. 115 et Ceq,; speaks in 
prai^ of Sir Robert Napier, ii. ; 
speaks on the birth of the Princess 
Viotoip’tl of Wales, ii. 123-4; as 
Premier, brings in Iri^ Disestab- 
lishment Bill, ii. 128 et seq, ; movOT 
the second reading, ii. 141 ; hia 
Budget speeches compared witfir 
Lowe’s, ii. 145 et seq, ; ii. 161 ; intro- 
duces his Irish Land Bill, ii. 162- 
4; praises Mr. Kavanagh, ii. 1|9; 
Mr. Charley’s mission, ii. 169 et 
seq,; a wearisome speech on the 
Education Bill, ii. 176 et seq, ; he 
winds up the debate with ^clat, ii. 
179-81 ; condemned by Sij Charles 
Dilke for action on the Black Sea 
question, iij 187 et seq, ; ii.9l89 ; 
answers BenOjnck tediously, ii 
193-4 ; a message from the Q^een, 
ii. 195 et seq, 

Gladstone, William Henry, ii. 90 
j Glasgow, with reference to Disraeli’s 
India Bill, i. 53, ii. 139 
Glendower, Owen, ii. ±91 ^ 
Glover^Edward Auchmutz, his strange 
imprisonment, i, .54 et seq, 

„ John, i. 68 
Glyn, Hon. G. G., II. 9B ‘ 

Gc^erich, Lord (eldest spn<4 the Earl 
Oof Ripon), i. 68 et se^, % 

Gordons, the, i. 84 
Goschen, Right Hon. G. J., ii. 186-7 
Graht^i Sir James, spealb in Kars 



IHDBX* 


Debate, i. 15 j ha Btnrviv%| tha 
General Klaoiion of 1857) i* Bl) 

47, 61, 6 ^; desoiibed, i. 72, 91; 

' *1118 crushing speech on^the Derby 
Befcym BiU, i. f?, 124^5 his 
nepheiir enakes his maid^ speech, 
i. IBP ^ • 

Cfeanville, Ea^l, i. 120, ii, i97« 
S*a1tes,ff; B., i\ 191 ^ 

» ‘.greater Britain,” ii. J56, 187 
Gteec^. i. 96 • • 

Greene, E., ia. 107 a 

Grey,’" Earl demand fjRipon), Preface 

. ^ xiv, i. 120, ii. 1G4 

Griffith, DlUjy, i. 163 

Gnmey failure, ii. 47 

•ei a 

Hadubld, G., i. 126 
Haliburton,*Thoinas Chandle^ (Judge 
|Haliburton, who wrote “ The Say- 
ings and Doings of Samuel Slick of 
I Slick’vaUe,”) makes his maiden 
speech, i. 112 
Halifax, i. 141 
Hall, Bobert, ii. 89-90 
Haft6, Sir Charles, ii. 42 
Hampden, John, i. 147 
Hansard, Preface xi, ii. 42, 113, 114 
Harcourt, William G. Vernon (after- 
wards Sir William Harcourt), his 
\ appetHfnce in the House, ii. 126-7 ; 
hiit^defect as a speaket, ii. 173-4; ii. 
176 # 

Hardv, Bight Hon. Gathorne, ii. 61 
^ Harmgton, Marquis of (now Duke of 
Devoifehire), his appointment to 
Under-Secretaryship of War, ii. 11, 
et teq » ; described, ii. 21-2 
Harvey, MW, ii. 87 

Hayter, William Goodenough, 4, 6, 
26, 44, 48 

Heenan and^iyers’ prize fight, i. 143 
etseq^ • • 

Henley, Bkht Hon. J., i. 32, 37, 126 ; 

h. 29, 7^ # 

nSanessy, Sir John Pope, Preface xiv; 

u. 168 * 

Heni 7 Vm.,i .68 


Herbert, fiidney, i. 81, 9l4I^Si4 
HertfordTii- 61 

Higgias, M&tthew Junes. See '* Jacob 
Omnium.” • 

“ Historicus." /Stec Harcourtev • ^ 
Hodgkinson, G., ii. 62 et teq* 

Hogg, Sir Jam^, i. 63-4 
Homer, i. 146 * 

Home Secretaries to whom references^ 
will be found in the text. See 
Graham (Sir J.), Grey (Sir G.), 
Lewis (Sir G. 0.), Walpole (S. 
H.) 

Hong -Kong, Sir John Bowring Plem- 
potentiary at, i. 24 et teq* 

Hope, Beresford, ii. 76, 182 
Horsfall, Mr., ii. 71 
Horsman, Bight Hon. Edward, his 
sincerity doubted, i. 187 ; he is rq^ 

I futed on the Coal question, i. 138-9 ; 
compared with Mill, ii. 33 ; his attack 
on Bright, ii. 39-40 ; on Education, 
ii. 179 

Hotham, Lord, ii. 3, 80 
House of Commons, Buies of Admis- 
sion, Preface xvi et $eq , ; as 
“ Mighty Maze,” i. 30 ; defect in 
lighting, i. 83, 87 ; rule about 
Bishops, i. 84; its insufficiency of 
space, i. 46, 60-1 ; property qualifi- 
cation, i. 65 et ieq, ; acoustic 
quality, i. 70 ; swearing-in, i. 81-2 ; 
methodical and intolerant of scenes, 
i. 85 ; easily won to laughter, i. 93 ; 
its tribute of silence,,!. 96; what 
“makes a House,” i. 102; its un- 
certainty, i. 105^ “catching the 
Speaker’s eye ” explained, i. 108-9 ; 
effect of the division bell, i. 118; 
“members’ orders,” i. 119; the 
psychology of cheering, i. 136; itj? 
tolerance of temper, ii. 17; the 
Speaker’s, Stranger’s, and Iiadies* 
Gallery, ii. 35 : the Speaker’s call, 

u. 88-sr 

House of Lords, i. 102, 116, u. 75 
Huddersfield declines Cobden, i. 108 
Hugessen, E.E. (afterwards Lord Bra* 
bourne), U. 20 ^ 
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Hughe0>85>omtt, attaete (j^ rrilww 
interest. U. 88-4 

Hull (member far). SeeOlSy. Warren, 

.Beoorder ol., i. 88 , _ , 

Cuefc Wgbt Hon. George Ward, u. 
66; the Budget ol 1868, ii. 97 
teq , ; ii. 148 e 
0 

Iddbbleioh. See Northcote. 

Illustrated London Newsq Introduction 
zxil 

„ TimeSt Introduction xxi 

Income ii. 149 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

India. Me Orissa Famine Debate. 

„ Bill, Palmerston’s measure, i. 
40; Derby’s measure, i. 61 et 
eeq. 

Indian Army, i. 164 
• „ Mutiny, anecdote of Major- 
* Gen. Thompson, i. 35-6 

Ingestre, Lord, ii. 113 
Ireland, i. 146 

Irish Church, ii. 91, 105 et seq. 

„ Disestablishment Bill, ii. 128 et 
scg., 162 

„ Land Bill, ii. 162 et seg. 

„ Secretaries to whom references 
will be found in the text: 
CardweU, Forster, Hartington, 
Horsman 
Ironsides, i. 72 

Irving, Edward, compared with 
Whiteside, i. 28 
Italy, i. 74, 113, 146, 165 

“Jacob Omn.’Um” (Matthew James 
Higgins), i. 9 • 

Jerusalem, i. 76 
Jews, admission of, i. 82 
c Job quoted, ii. 34 
Johnson, Dr., ii. 44-6, 121 
„ Beverdy, ii. 132 


Kabs, Preface mi; the Karl Debate, i. 
11 et eeq. 

Kavajiag^t M’Munough (member 
for Carlow) dworibed, ii. 49-60, 
167-9 ^ 


Harriet Margaret, U. 

168 

„ Thomas, ii. ^8 

Keating, Sir Henry, i. 36 

Kelly, Sir Fitzi^y, ii. 157 - 

Kidderminst er, th^ Bight Mem- 
ber for. ^See Lowe. 

Kinglake, ^,lexander William (“ Ebthen 
Kinglake”) Prefacpi vii, <Jnters 
the House, L 32 ; described i. 86#7 ; 
speaks on Savd^, i. 193 ; hi% voice, 
1. 134; how he looks, Febrtoy, 
1863, i. 173 c 0 
Knox, Major Stuart, ii. Ill et 


Labuan, ii. 168 o * 

Laing, ii. 55 ^ 

LambSrt, Mr., ii. 77 ^ < 

Lansdo'.ne, Marquis of, i. 174 
Lawreftce, Sir John Laird Mair (Vice- 
roy of India, afterwards Ba»n 
Lawrence of the Punjaub), i. 114-15 
Lawrence, Alderman J. L., ii. 146 I 
Lawson, Wilfrid (now Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson), makes a stormy debuU 
i. 139 et eeq. ^ 

Layard, Mr. (afterwards Sir A. H.), i. 

.31 

Lefevre, The Right Hon. Charles Shaw 
(afterwards Viscount Eversley), his 
retirement from the Speakership,^ 
i. 29 ; compared with Deni&n, i. 130 
Lefevre, ShaU (nephew of the Si^itoker), 
makes his dibut^ ii. 14-15; on 
married women’s property, 

Lefroy, A.,ii. 174 

Leicester, Edward Miall, a hlssenting 
minister of, i. 19 
Lennoxes, the, i. 34 
Leslie, Alexander (flfstE&fl of Leven), 

i. 1C72 

Lever, Charles, Preface xvii 
Lewia, Sir George CorntSirall, the Editor 
on Sir G. C. L.*; v jt Seg. ; on prize 
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